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“Head the Ball,” 
“Eyes on the Goalie,” 
“Dribble down the 
field,” “Corner Kick,” 
and other similar soc-
cer terms had not 
been used in Franklin 
County until 1976. This 

was the year that Bob 
and Kathy O’Bryan 
purchased a home 
with a backyard ad-
joining the Brookville 
Elementary school-
yard. Who could have
(See “O’BRYAN” pg. 5)

Revenue sharing agreement

drafted by fcrc 

photo provided

Pictured are Bob and Kathy O’Bryan.

The primary order 
of  business at last 
Tuesday’s Franklin 
County Redevelop-
ment Commission 
meeting was review-
ing a revenue shar-
ing agreement that 
intends to lock in a 
portion of  future TIF 
(Tax Increment Fi-
nance) revenue for use 

on designated projects 
within the FC school 
system.

Attorney Brenda 
DeVries with Bose 
McKinney Evans, In-
dianapolis, and eco-
nomic development 
consultant Nick Law-
rence of  The Wheatley 
Group, New Albany, 
were tasked with draft-
ing official language 
that would be accept-
able and binding for

(See “FCRC pg. 10) 

Bob and Kathy O’bryan 
receive prestigious award 

Will Fehlinger
copy Editor

Brookville town Council
approves requests and updates 

Brookville Town 
Council met Monday, 
March 3, to discuss re-
quests and any new busi-
ness regarding projects, 
businesses, grants and 
hires. In attendance were 
president John Estridge, 
council members Rich-
ard Whitaker, Rebecca 
Beesley, town attorney 
Andrew Baudendistel, 
and town clerk-treasurer 
Gina Gillman.  

Council members 
Ethan Orschell and 
Bridget Hayes were ab-

sent. 
READI Sportsplex 

Update
Bill Schirmer states 

that the Town of  
Brookville put in a re-
quest for $237K for the 
sports complex. He 
states that none of  the 
READI 2.0 projects that 
have been submitted 
were approved. They 
will be sending out a 
letter that states due to 
the reduction of  cost re-
quested, the matching 
numbers for that request 
will be changed. 

The board approved 
this update. 

(See “BTC” pg. 11)

Cheyenne Lance
Lead Staff Writer

Wednesday, Feb. 26, the 
Whitewater Canal By-
way Association (WCBA) 
held its annual dinner 
to cover all of  the hard 
work and hours put in 
by the WCBA committee, 
speak about projects and 
events that held impacts 
on them, and present 
the Spirit of  the Byway 
award to a member who 
has gone above and be-
yond in the past year to 
support the WCBA mis-
sion. 

The WCBA Mission 
Statement: 

“The vision of  the 
Whitewater Canal By-
way Association is to 
promote and build col-
laborative partnerships, 
establishing the White-
water Valley as a pre-
mier travel destination 
showcasing the region’s 

unique natural beauty, 
rich cultural heritage 
and vibrant community 
along the Whitewater Ca-
nal Scenic Byway.” 

The official business 
of  the annual dinner 
had been the nomination 
and election of  officers. 
Currently slated are Ron 
Yurcak (President), Tom 
Horninger (Vice Presi-
dent), Cathy Vandivier 
(Secretary), Shelly Ko-
zlowski (Treasurer) and 
board members - Dave 
Cook, Joann Koch, Cassie 
Garrett, Duane Nickels, 
Stephanie Beaty, Aaron 
Kozlowski, Joey Smith 
and Candy Yurcak. 

Available for all at-
tendees were custom 
mugs with small treats 
inside for everyone to 
take home, which was 
yet another thoughtful 
gesture to show apprecia-
tion for all of  the support 
towards the WCBA. 

Horninger spoke first 

to welcome everyone to 
the annual dinner, com-
menting that the atten-
dance was the largest 
they have had. The main 
room of  Third Place was 
absolutely packed to ca-

pacity. He also adds that 
each guest has an eve-
ning agenda, a formal 
welcome from the WCBA, 
and even forms should 
anyone want to become

(See “WCBA” pg. 12) 

Whitewater Canal Byway Association Annual 
dinner and Spirit of the Byway Award

On Friday, Feb. 28, 
former Franklin Coun-
ty Commissioner Tom 
Wilson was awarded 
the Sagamore of  the 
Wabash Award for his 
28 years of  service to 
Franklin County. The 
award is among the 
highest honors the Gov-
ernor of  Indiana can 
bestow upon an individ-
ual. Senator Jeff  Raatz 
presented the award 
to Wilson, praising his 
dedication to the com-
munity over the years.

“It gives me great 
pleasure, Tom, to pres-
ent you with the Saga-
more of  the Wabash 
signed by Governor 
Holcomb in recognition 
of  your long and incred-
ible years of  service in 
Franklin County and 
the State of  Indiana 
as well,” Raatz said. “I 
said to Tom, you have 
probably made some 
people mad over time, 

but that’s part of  doing 
what most of  everyone 
in this room does. We 
work hard and can’t al-
ways please everybody. 
But, hopefully, we please 
enough people we get to 
come back and continue 
to serve the constitu-

ents. The generations 
that come behind to 
serve like this, includ-
ing myself, you set a 
standard that is impec-
cable, and the state of  
Indiana recognizes you, 
and you will go down in 
the archives of  the state 

because of  it. So, from 
me to you, I want to per-
sonally say thank you.”

Wilson expressed his 
heartfelt gratitude af-
ter a round of  applause 
from the audience. He 
shared the significance
(See “WILSON” pg. 5)

photo by Cassie Garrett

Pictured are Senator Jeff Raatz and former county commissioner Tom Wilson.

Cheyenne Lance
Lead Staff Writer

photo provided

Cassie Garrett receives Spirit of the Byway Award.

Cassie Garrett
Regional Director
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The 19th Annual Franklin County 
Conservation Workshop March 20

March
15th - St. Patty’s Day Party with Live Music by AJ 

Wetzel at Hilltop Restaurant, 300 Main St., Brookville 
from 8 to 11 p.m. AJ is a fan favorite here at Hilltop 
and he returns for our St. Patty’s Day party! You won’t 
want to miss this one!

15th - My Brother’s Keeper at the MPA Bluegrass 
Nights from 6 to 9 p.m. Third Saturday of the month 
means Bluegrass at the Opry barn. My Brother’s 
Keeper once again kicks off the monthly MPA Blue-
grass Nights series at the Opry Barns. High energy, 
progressive young group. Doors at 6 p.m., show starts 
at 6:30 p.m. Food available on site. $15 per person at 
the door day of the show. Table reservations available 
online metamorampa.org/MPAStore

16th - Pancake Sausage Breakfast from 7:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at St. Jacob’s Church at Blue Creek, 
Inc., 29959 Blue Creek Rd., Sunman. Free will of-
fering. Bake sale, too! (No worship service this day, 
join us in praising the Lord through good food and 
fellowship!)

28th - Acoustic Final Friday from 6 to 10 p.m. Last 
Friday of the month, come to the Opry Barn. Sign up 
for time begins at 6 p.m., music begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Food by Lions Club.

April
5th - Rachel Holt Live at Hilltop Restaurant, 300 

Main St., Brookville from 8 to 11 p.m. Local talent 
and Nashville recording artist, Rachel Holt is back at 
Hilltop Restaurant to kick off April the right way! Ra-
chel is our most popular repeat artist so be sure to 
come early for dinner and stick around for music!

12th - An Evening with Bronson Arroyo at Third 
Place, 734 Main St., Brookville from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Come spend an evening with Cincinnati Reds Hall of 
Fame pitcher Bronson Arroyo.

HAVE A COMMUNITY EVENT TO SHARE?
To submit a community event for publication, send 

an email to info@whitewaterpublications.com.

The 19th Annual 
Franklin County Con-
servation Workshop will 
be Thursday, March 20 
at the Franklin County 
4-H Fairgrounds (11225 
County Park Road 
Brookville, IN 47012) in 
the new Franklin Coun-
ty Farmers Mutual 
4-H Expo Hall. Merrell 
Grain hosted this event 
the past three years and 
our conservation team 
is are truly grateful for 
their continued support. 
This event would not be 
possible without all of  
our generous sponsors 
and conservation part-
ners. Thank you to all 
of  our Franklin County 
Conservation Workshop 
sponsors including: In-
diana Soybean Alliance, 
Indiana Corn Market-
ing Council, Merrell 
Grain, Helena, Frank-
lin County Soil & Water 
Conservation District, 
Franklin County Farm 
Bureau, Bath Insur-
ance Group, Bath State 
Bank, Schirmer’s Ser-
vice Center, Whitewater 
River Watershed, Salt-
Pipe Creek Watershed, 
Franklin County USDA 
Farm Service Agency 
and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, 
and Purdue Extension 
Franklin County. 

The speakers for 
this event will include 
Mike Schwegman with 
Capstan Ag Systems 

discussing general ap-
plication and tip selec-
tion, the history of  ap-
plication conventional 
through pulse-width 
modulation technol-
ogy, tip selection, and 
droplet size. Mark Cater 
with Purdue Extension 
Blackford County will 
present on biologicals 
with an emphasis on 
how biological products 
break down corn stalks. 
The final presentation 
will be the regulatory 
Office of  the Indiana 
State Chemist topic pre-
sented by Veronica Bull-
ock with Purdue Exten-
sion Franklin County 
addressing the regula-
tory changes regarding 
supervision of  restrict-
ed-pesticides and gen-
eral-pesticides, certi-
fications needed for 
pesticide applications 
using drones, and the 
Purdue clean sweep pro-
gram.

This event will offer 
PARP, CCH, and CEU 
credits for private and 
commercial applicators 
and certified crops advi-
sors. 

Sponsored PARP 
credits thanks to Indi-
ana Soybean Alliance 
and Corn Marketing 
Council.

Approved CCH cred-
its include: 

Approved CEUs cred-
its include: Soil & Water 
Management: 0.5, Crop 
Management: 1, Profes-
sional Development: 0.5

There is no cost to at-
tend the workshop, but 
registration is required. 

To register, please 
email Veronica Bull-
ock, bullockv@pur-
due.edu or call Purdue 
Extension Franklin 
County at 765-647-
3511. A meal and re-
freshments will be 
provided at the work-
shop thanks to our 
sponsors: Franklin 
County Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation Dis-
trict, Franklin County 
Farm Bureau, Helena, 
Merrell Grain, Bath 
Insurance Group, 
Bath State Bank, and 
Schirmer’s Service 
Center.

What: 19th Annual 
Franklin County Con-
servation Workshop

Where: Franklin 
County Farmer’s Mu-
tual Expo Hall - 11225 
County Park Road 
Brookville, IN 47012

When: Thursday, 
March 20, 2025; 8:30 
AM to 12:00 PM

Contact: Veronica 
Bullock, bullockv@
purdue.edu

Registration: Email 
Veronica Bullock, 
bullockv@purdue.edu 
or call Purdue Exten-
sion Franklin County 
at 765-647-3511.

Veronica Bullock
contributor
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Donald M. Deren-
ski, Sr., of  Cedar Grove, 
was born on October 
22, 1937, in Hamilton, 
Ohio a son to Henry 
and Bertha Ratliff  De-
renski.  He graduated 
from Whitewater High 
School in 1955 and lat-
er married Truie Mae 
Goodman in 1957.  Don 
was a machinist for 45 
years at Dresser Roots 
Blower.  He enjoyed 
gun collecting and trad-
ing.  Don also loved to 
take care of  his farm 
and thoroughly enjoyed 
spending time with 
his grandchildren. On 

Thursday, February 27, 
2025 at the age of  87, 
Don passed away at En-
vive of  Brookville.  

Those surviving who 
will cherish Don’s mem-
ory include his four 
sons, Daniel (Lori) De-
renski, David (Krissy) 
Derenski, J. Scott De-
renski, and J. Michael 
Derenski; 11 grandchil-
dren, 20 great-grand-
children; one brother, 
Henry Derenski; two 
sisters Debbie Baker 
and Patty King, as well 
as several nieces and 
nephews.  Besides his 
parents, he was preced-

It is with a sense of  cel-
ebration and gratitude 
for a life well-lived that 
we announce the pass-
ing of  Constance “Con-
nie” Ellen Wagner (nee 
Brown), who departed 
this world on February 
28, 2025, at the age of  65. 
Born on May 15, 1959, 
in Munich, Germany, 
to Cecil and Nancy (nee 
Schuler) Brown, Connie 
was the cherished baby 
sister to her twin sister, 
Barb, arriving just mo-
ments after her.

Connie grew up in In-
diana, where she gradu-
ated from high school, 
and on May 15, 1982, she 
married her beloved hus-
band Matthew Stephen 
Wagner III. Together 
they raised their daugh-
ter Stephanie, forming 

a family filled with love, 
laughter, and cherished 
memories. Connie’s sim-
plicity was reflected in 
her love for animals, her 
joy in trying her luck at 
local casinos, and her 
fondness for Pink Floyd 
music and dining at BW 
and LaRosa’s.

Connie was not just 
a wife and mother; she 
dedicated 20 years of  her 
professional life as a cus-
todian for the Southwest 
Local School District be-
fore serving at Shawnee 
Springs and concluding 
her career at Wyoming 
High School. Her dedica-
tion to her work and the 
community brought her 
immense joy and pride.

Connie’s memory will 
be lovingly preserved by 
her husband of  42 years, 

Kevin M. Hayes, age 
62, of  Brookville, died 
Wednesday, February 
26, 2025 at his home in 
Brookville of  apparent 
natural causes.

Born December 28, 
1962 in Cincinnati, he 
was the son of  Michael 
E. and Barbara (Fritz) 
Hayes.  He was retired, 
having worked as a land 
surveyor for much of  
his life.

He was a member of  
St. Michael the Arch-
angel Catholic Church, 
the Knights of  Colum-
bus Council #1010 of  
Brookville.  In his lei-
sure time he enjoyed 

Notre Dame football, 
the Cincinnati Bengals 
and playing softball.  He 
also was an avid scuba 
diver.

Survivors include his 
mother, Barbara Hayes 
of  Brookville; three sis-
ters, Maureen (Richard) 
Smith of  Brookville, 
Margaret (Ron) Jones of  
Florida, Bridget Hayes 
of  Brookville, a broth-
er, Sean (Sheryl) Hayes 
of  Goshen, Ohio, half-
brother, Brian (Allicia) 
Hayes of  Batavia, Ohio; 
as well as several nieces 
and nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his father, Mi-

Donald M. Derenski

Constance Wagner

Kevin M. Hayes

ed in death by his wife 
Truie and one son, Don-
ald Derenski Jr.

Friends gathered 
and remembered Don 
on Tuesday, March 4 at 
Cook Rosenberger Fu-
neral Home, 929 Main 
Street, Brookville.  
Don’s grandson, Pastor 
Nathan Derenski, offici-
ated the service at 1 p.m. 
and burial followed in 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions can be directed 
to the charity of  your 
choice.  To sign the 
online guestbook or 
to leave a personal 
memory, please visit 

www.cookrosenberger.
com.  The staff  of  Cook 
Rosenberger Funeral 
Home is honored to care 
for Don and his family.

Paid obituary

Matthew Wagner III; her 
dear daughter, Stepha-
nie Wagner; cherished 
granddaughter, Sydney 
Matthews; devoted par-
ents, Nancy and Cecil 
Brown; and her beloved 
twin sister, Barb (Don) 
Rubush. She is also sur-
vived by her brother, 
Larry (Linda) Brown; 
mother-in-law, Mary 
“Jeanne” Wagner; sis-
ters-in-law, Jenny (Ken) 
Angel and Laura (Den-
nis) Dunn; brothers-in-
law, Bob (Kristen) Wag-
ner and Kenny (Jenny) 
Wagner; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.

To honor Connie’s vi-
brant life, visitation will 
be held at Brater Winter 
Funeral Home, located 
at 201 S. Vine Street, 
Harrison, Ohio, on Fri-

day, March 7, 2025, from 
10 a.m. until the time of  
the funeral service at 12 
p.m. Following the ser-
vice, we will celebrate 
her life and legacy with 
a burial at Glen Haven 
Cemetery.

In lieu of  flowers, 
Connie’s family requests 
that memorial contribu-
tions be made to Hospice 
of  Southwest Ohio. A 
funeral home represen-
tative will be on hand 
to assist with donations 
during the services.

Join us in celebrating 
the remarkable life of  
Connie Wagner, a loving 
wife, devoted mother, 
and cherished friend, 
whose spirit will contin-
ue to shine brightly in 
the hearts of  those she 
touched.

Paid obituary

chael E. Hayes, as well 
as his grandparents.

Family and friends 
visited Monday, March 
3, 2025 at Phillips & 
Meyers Funeral Home, 
1025 Franklin Avenue, 
Brookville.

Rev. Vincent P. Lam-
pert officiated the Mass 
of  Christian Burial on 
Monday, March 3, 2025, 
11:00 A.M., at St. Mi-
chael the Archangel 
Catholic Church, 145 
E. St. Michael’s Blvd., 
Brookville.  Burial fol-
lowed at St. Michael 
Catholic Cemetery in 
Brookville.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be directed to 

the Knights of  Colum-
bus.

The staff  of  Phil-
lips & Meyers Funeral 
Home are honored to 
serve the Hayes family, 
to sign the online guest 
book or send personal 
condolences, please vis-
it www.phillipsandmey-
ers.com.

Paid obituary

In a refreshing break 
from the legislative ses-
sion at the Statehouse, 
Governor Mike Braun 
took a moment to share 
his enthusiasm for a 
cherished Indiana tradi-
tion: mushroom hunt-
ing. As lawmakers focus 
on important state is-
sues, Braun’s reflection 
highlights the simple 
pleasures connecting 
Hoosiers to their rich 
natural heritage. His 
comments serve as a re-
minder of  the cultural 
significance of  this 
popular outdoor activity 
among state residents.

Q&A
Interviewer: I un-

derstand that you enjoy 
gathering mushrooms 
from your woods. Tell us 
what your favorite reci-
pe or meal is with those 
mushrooms.

Braun: That’d be too 
quick an answer, and 
I want to spend a little 
more time on fungus if  
we don’t mind. So that’s 
another thing, as a kid, 
morels were like finding 
a, you know, a half-dollar 
on the street. They’re 
worth way more than 
that now per pound. But 
there was something 
about them; in fact, 
they’re so hard to find. 
They’re very particular. 
It’s got to be the right 
temperature, moisture; 
they only want to poke 
themselves right up be-
tween April 10 and May 
1, and then just wait an-
other year. I presume 
that with a passion. I was 
never cooking anything; 
my mom would do that. 
The hardest thing about 
mushrooms is finding 
them, and I’ve spread 
way beyond morels be-
cause there are things 
called chanterelles and 
oyster shelves, which 
I find all year round. I 
wish I had a picture to 
show you of  one I found 
in early January on a 
tree. It was a configura-
tion of  oyster shelves 
stacked on a tree up to 

about five feet and about 
five feet on the wall, and I 
ran over there. I couldn’t 
believe it. 

I started picking 
them, and I said, Lord, I 
better get a picture of  it. 
Of  course, I didn’t have 
a camera with me, and I 
had to convince my wife 
in January that, hey, you 
need to take a picture. 
She says, ‘Of  what?’ I 
said it’s so special I can’t 
tell you. If  I told her it 
was for a mushroom in 
January, she wouldn’t 
believe it, but it’s a neat 
picture, and I hunt 
mushrooms all through-
out the year. There’s a 
mushroom called Lion’s 
Mane, Hen of  the Woods, 
and Chicken of  the 
Woods. There’s a bunch 
of  them, and when I 
make them all, I do it 
very simply. No matter; 
just get the skillet warm, 
either use butter or ol-
ive oil, get them slightly 
browned, and don’t over-
cook them. And then I 
always fry an egg and eat 
a delicious mushroom 
sandwich. 

Interviewer: I think 
we know where we’re go-
ing to go eat.

Braun: If  you come 
down, I’d blindfold you 
before I took you in the 
spots 

Interviewer: Won-
derful. Well, Governor, 
I know that you have a 
very busy evening, and 
I know it meant a lot to 
our community that you 
could be here with us.

Braun: Thanks for 
having me and I do visit 
all 92 counties every 
year. I’ll continue to do 
that, so if  you’ve got 
an interesting place to 
walk or see, keep that 
in mind. Any Hoosier 
can visit me on Friday 
in my office in Jasper, 
and it wouldn’t take you 
much to twist my arm. 
Say, “Let’s go out to the 
farm, or let’s get a bite to 
eat.”  You’d have to treat 
me, though, if  you want 
to do it, and I offer that 
to anyone. Many others 
have taken me up on it, 
but thanks for having 
me this evening.

The Franklin Coun-
ty Democratic Party 
held its reorganization 
meeting, in conjunc-
tion with many other 
county Democratic 
parties throughout the 
state. Twenty-two con-
cerned citizens and 
party members attend-
ed. This was recognized 
by many to be the larg-
est attendance at a local 
party meeting in some 

time. Victoria Martz, 
candidate for Indiana

State Representa-
tive, District 55, was 
a special guest at the 
meeting. Those elected 
to the Central Com-
mittee at the meeting 
were : Chair Christina 
Chappelow Persson, 
Vice-Chair David Kirk, 
Secretary Carol Wiley, 
and Treasurer Moni-
ca Yane. They will all 

serve a four year term.
Incoming Chair 

Christina Persson com-
mented, “I decided to 
step up and run for 
chair of  the Franklin 
County Democratic 
Party primarily be-
cause I feel that we 
need to protect our de-
mocracy and that we 
need to be the people’s 
party once again. Now 
more than ever, we need 

to welcome and sup-
port candidates from 
all walks of  life, can-
didates who will truly 
serve the people.” It is 
the hope of  the party 
that we can revital-
ize ourselves, and bet-
ter serve the people of  
Franklin County in the 
future, by representa-
tion in local, state, and 
federal offices.

Source: David Kirk

Franklin County Democratic party holds reorganization meeting

Franklin County, with 
our abundant natural 
resources and outdoor 
recreation, important 
cultural and historic 
sites, and unique, local-
ly owned shops and res-
taurants, is a popular 
destination for visitors, 
especially in the sum-
mer months.  But per-
ceptions and sentiments 
about what it means to 
live in Franklin County 
are as unique and di-
verse as our residents.  
Experience Franklin 
County Indiana, Inc, the 
local destination man-
agement organization, 

also known as simply 
“tourism,” is interested 
in hearing about these 
perceptions and senti-
ments among Franklin 
County residents.  We 
have partnered with 
Indiana University-In-
dianapolis Department 
of  Tourism and Events 
and Franklin County 
Community Founda-
tion to conduct a resi-
dent sentiment survey.  
We want to know what 
residents love about liv-
ing in Franklin County, 
what could be improved 
upon, and what chal-
lenges residents face 
in terms of  access 
to essential services, 
business and housing 
gaps, employment and 

educational opportuni-
ties, or environmental 
concerns.  The results 
of  the survey will be 
used to assist commu-
nity organizations in 
developing strategies 
to increase residents’ 
connection to and sat-
isfaction with living in 
Franklin County, create 
programs and events, 
and provide data and 
justification for possible 
future funding opportu-
nities. 

The survey only takes 
a few minutes or your 
time, but it will provide 
valuable input and data 
to make Franklin Coun-
ty a place where people 
love to live, work, and 
visit.  To participate, 

scan the QR code with 
your phone’s camera, 
then open the link.  Pa-
per copies will also be 
available in the Franklin 
County Welcome Center 
beginning Wednesday, 
March 12 thru Friday, 
March 21 from 10 a.m – 
4 p.m.  Questions about 
the survey can be direct-
ed to Beverly Spurlin at 
(513) 280-2594. 

Creating a place people love to live, work and visit
Beverly Spurlin

contributor

Cassie Garrett
Regional Director

Gov. Braun shares passion 
for mushroom hunting 

photo by Mick Wilz

Governor Braun takes a moment for an interview dur-
ing legislative sesion.
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The shattering symphony of Brookville Lake: Witnessing ice shelving in action

Brookville Lake in 
winter is typically a 
place of  stillness, its 
surface a vast, frozen 
expanse stretching to-
ward the horizon. But 
on this particular Feb-
ruary afternoon, that 
silence was shattered. A 
sharp, cascading crash 
filled the air—like the 
sound of  a thousand 
chandeliers breaking at 
once. As I walked along 
the shoreline, I watched 
in awe as the lake’s icy 
surface fractured and 
heaved, sending jag-
ged slabs crashing into 
one another. The once-
solid sheet of  ice had 
come alive, shifting 
and groaning under im-
mense natural forces. I 
had arrived at just the 
right moment to wit-
ness ice shelving, a rare 

and breathtaking phe-
nomenon. 

What Is Ice Shelving? 
Ice shelving occurs 

when fluctuating tem-
peratures and wind-
driven water move-
ment cause ice sheets 
to expand, contract, 
and ultimately break 
apart. This process 
forces large sections of  
ice to fracture and push 
onto shore, stacking in 
dramatic formations. 
Known scientifically as 
ice shoving, this phe-
nomenon can be gentle, 
forming delicate ridges, 
or powerful enough 
to alter the landscape. 
The force of  the shift-
ing ice produces an 
astonishing range of  
sounds. Some fractures 
result in high-pitched, 
crystalline tinkling—
reminiscent of  wind 
chimes—while others 
create deep, thunderous 
booms that resonate 

across the water. These 
sounds reflect the dy-
namic nature of  the 
event, as immense pres-
sure builds within the 
ice until it gives way in 
a spectacular display of  
movement and sound. 

What had been a 
smooth, undisturbed 
lake only moments be-
fore had transformed 
into a shifting, frac-
tured puzzle. Jagged ice 
shards jutted upward, 
their crystalline edges 
glinting in the pale 
winter sunlight. Some 
slabs, forced onto shore, 
ground against the fro-
zen earth, while others 
slid beneath the surface 
and vanished into the 
water’s depths. 

Even after the initial 
fracture, the lake con-
tinued its eerie sym-
phony—a chorus of  
cracking, groaning, and 
the occasional deep, 
resonant snap that sent 

vibrations through the 
frozen ground. It was 
as if  the lake itself  was 
breathing, waking from 
its icy slumber. 

Ice shelving is not 
unique to Brookville 
Lake. It occurs in lakes 
and rivers across colder 
regions as winter tran-
sitions into spring. Sci-
entists studying lake 
ice decay and spring ice 
breakup dynamics rec-
ognize this process as 
vital to aquatic ecosys-
tems. As ice shifts and 

melts, it oxygenates the 
water and redistributes 
nutrients, supporting 
fish and other organ-
isms beneath the sur-
face. While some ice 
shoves can be destruc-
tive—strong enough to 
damage docks and push 
onto roadways—this 
particular event was a 
striking reminder of  
nature’s raw power and 
beauty. 

Watching the shifting 
ice and listening to its 
symphony, I understood 

I was witnessing a fleet-
ing masterpiece of  
nature. Within hours, 
the ice would contin-
ue to break apart, the 
sounds would fade, 
and winter’s grip on 
the lake would weaken. 
Brookville Lake has 
always been a place of  
quiet beauty, but on this 
day, it became some-
thing extraordinary—a 
cathedral of  ice, ringing 
with the final echoes of  
winter’s symphony. 

Jennifer Profitt
contributor

Did you know? 
1995 – Dolly Parton 

started Imagination 
Library in her home 
county in East Tennes-
see to honor her father 
who could not read and 
to showcase the value of  
education.  

2000 – Imagination Li-
brary began a national 
replication effort. 

2025 – Dolly’s program 
operates in 21 statewide 
programs in the USA 
and in 5 countries:  USA, 
Canada, United King-
dom, Australia, and the 
Republic of  Ireland.  It 
gifts over 3 million high 
quality, age-appropriate 
books each month to 
children around the 
world.   

Did you know? 
Several characteris-

tics make Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library 
(DPIL) unique among all 
children’s reading pro-
grams: 

Focuses on pre-school 
age children – birth to 5 
years old 

Is available to every 
child- birth to 5, without 
regard to socio-economic 
status, helping families 
create home libraries 

Promotes adult en-
gagement through pro-
vided interactive litera-
cy activities 

Utilizes the local com-
munity as a stakeholder 
for support (our local 
Imagination Library of  
Franklin County organi-
zation pays for the books 
and postage) 

Dolly Parton’s Imagi-
nation Library is de-
signed to help families 
create home libraries, es-
tablish reading routines, 
and encourage literacy 
activities. 

Did you know?   
Reading aloud is wide-

ly recognized as the sin-
gle most important ac-

tivity leading to literacy 
acquisition. 

A child’s brain grows 
to 80% of  its full size by 
age 3. 

In the first few years 
of  life, a child’s brain 
builds 700 connections 
per second. 

Reading to a child in 
an interactive style rais-
es a child’s IQ by 6 points.  

By age 3, children 
from low-income fami-
lies hear 30 million fewer 
words than their more 
affluent peers.  

In middle income 
neighborhoods the book 
to child ratio is 13-1, com-
pared to 1-300 in low-in-

come neighborhoods.  
Children with as few 

as 25 books in the home 
complete an average 
of  two more years of  
schooling than those 
with no books.  

Vocabulary develop-
ment by age 3 has been 
found to predict achieve-
ment by third grade. 

48% of  children in the 
USA are read to each day. 

Did you know? 
Dolly Parton’s Imagi-

nation Library became 
a statewide program 
in Indiana in 2023.  It 
increased enrolled chil-
dren and the state paid 
½ the cost of  books and 

postage.  The funding 
for this program is no 
longer in the state bud-
get.  Governor Braun 
has tasked his wife with 
locating private fund-
ing to fill this void.  We 
are carefully watching 
and hoping Mrs. Braun 
is successful.  If  not…It 
could have a devastating 
effect on our Imagina-
tion Library of  Franklin 
County—which has been 
operating successfully 
for 17 years.  

ILFC is self- funded 
and obtains the money 
to pay for the monthly 
book orders and postage 
for enrolled children in 

our county from dona-
tions from individuals, 
businesses, and civic 
organizations, and 
through grants.  Please 
consider becoming a 
sustaining donor –a $30 
donation funds one child 
for one year.  Donations 
can be sent to: Imagina-
tion Library of  Franklin 
County, 919 Main Street, 
Brookville, IN  47012.  

Information for this 
article came from The 

Governor’s Early Lit-
eracy Foundation (of  
Tennessee) at www.
governorsfoundation.
org AND An Impact 
Analysis:  Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library in 
Tennessee AND Novem-
ber, 2024 The Dollywood 
Foundation (Imagina-
tionLibrary.com)   

Submitted by Imagi-
nation Library of  Frank-
lin County Board Mem-
bers

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library: Simple. Effective
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possibly predicted that 
a junior soccer league 
consisting of  250-300 
players would one day 
be established by the 
O’Bryans behind their 
home? 

In 1973 Bob, Kathy, 
and their two daughters 
Molly and Amy moved 
to Brookville as Bob 
was hired by Superin-
tendent Ray Amhrein 
to teach at Brookville 
Junior High. During re-
cess, after school, and 
on weekends, Bob initi-
ated soccer activities for 
students and neighbors 
in the schoolyard. He 
was no stranger to the 
game as he had played 
on the Ball State Univer-

sity soccer team, nota-
bly earning the distin-
guished “Most Valuable 
Senior” and “Most Valu-
able Player” awards his 
senior year. 

Soccer gradually 
gained popularity in the 
Brookville community. 
Excited by the interest, 
Bob decided to organize 
a small soccer league, 
naming it the Franklin 
County Junior Soccer 
League. Adults needed 
training as coaches, 
referees were sought, 
a field needed prepara-
tion, and equipment had 
to be purchased. Kathy 
worked tirelessly beside 
her husband to get play-
ers registered and orga-

nized into teams while 
performing countless 
other tasks. In the early 
years of  Franklin Coun-
ty soccer, the O’Bryans 
often used their own 
funds to help finance the 
league. 

To date, the Franklin 
County Junior Soccer 
League has been in ex-
istence for over 50 years. 
Children between the 
ages of  4-14 may partici-
pate. No child is denied 
league membership due 
to lack of  funding. A reg-
istration fee cap of  $100 
is set per family despite 
the number of  children 
in the family. For the 
past 10 years, in addition 
to FC students, home-

schooled children and 
their parents have par-
ticipated in the league. 
The O’Bryans appreci-
ated the significant help 
and support provided by 
the Ken Schuster, Ran-
dy Schneider, and Rob 
Lanning families to the 
soccer league over the 
years. 

On Feb. 24th, a 2025 
dinner and “Soccer 
Awards Gala” was held 
at the Renaissance Hotel 
in Carmel. During the 
event, Bob and Kathy 
were honorably and jus-
tifiably awarded the “In-
diana Soccer President’s 
Award.” The President’s 
Award may be given to 
any individual or to a 

deserving group. How-
ever, the winner must be 
selected by the vote of  
the Indiana Soccer As-
sociation. 

After half  a century 
of  devotion and com-
mitment to the game 
of  soccer and Franklin 
County residents, the 
O’Bryans have brought 
home a plaque of  rec-
ognition and honor. The 
community is proud of  
Bob and Kathy for their 
prestigious award. Grat-
itude for the O’Bryans’ 
relentless dedication to 
the game of  soccer and 
Franklin County play-
ers is prevalent in the 
community and will ex-
ist for years to come. 

When fall approaches, 
Franklin County resi-
dents will no doubt find 
Bob measuring and 
marking soccer fields. 
Kathy will be nearby 
toting a clipboard with 
t-shirts possibly slung 
over her arms. This 
might be the perfect 
time to let them know 
that our community 
considers them the best 
of  the best “playmak-
ers” (one of  the many 
soccer terms used to de-
scribe creative players 
who have a great vision 
for the team).  

Bob and Kathy 
O’Bryan are truly World 
Cup winners for Frank-
lin County!

O’Bryan Continued from Page 1

of  the recognition and 
its emotional impact on 
him, reflecting on his 
journey and the sup-
port he received along 
the way.

“Of  course, 28-years, 
like you say, I probably 
did make a lot of  people 

mad, but I always tried 
to do what I thought was 
best for the people of  
Franklin County. There 
were a lot of  people in-
volved in that. Back in 
1997, Bob and a couple 
of  commissioners there 
took me under their 

wing. Bob Brack taught 
me how he thought a 
commissioner should 
be. I always had a lot 
of  thanks to him and 
Lou Linkel. Then, over 
the years, there were 
a lot of  them I really 
liked, and they made a 

big difference in how 
we conducted business 
for the county. Over the 
last eight or 10 years, it 
was really good work-
ing with Neysa Raible 
and Karla Bauman. We 
have a really good staff.

I appreciate all the 

friends I have made 
over the last 28 years. I’d 
really like to dedicate 
this to you guys. With-
out you all, it wouldn’t 
be possible. Especially 
getting elected seven 
times. It was really my 
pleasure to serve the 

residents of  Franklin 
County, and I appreci-
ate it.” 

Wilson also wanted 
to thank Susan Jones, 
Carol Westerman, Fay 
Hay and Lisa Meier for 
their support over the 
years.

Wilson Continued from Page 1
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Stang inks
with Illinois

We want to recognize an 
outstanding accomplish-
ment as Brooke Stang 
signed her letter of  intent 
to continue her softball 
playing career with the 
University of  Illinois. She 
was joined by her parents, 
Brent and Leslie Stang, as 
well as the FC coaching 
staff.

She will be a four-year 
varsity letter winner at 
Franklin County. As a 
freshman, she batted .529 
with 25 stolen bases, 46 
runs, and 10 doubles and 
was named all-conference 
MVP for the EIAC. She also 
broke the school record for 

hits and runs as a fresh-
man. In 2023, she batted 
.534 with 17 stolen bases, 45 
runs, 14 doubles, five home 
runs and was named All-
State. In 2024, she posted a 
.539 batting average with 
41 runs, 13 stolen bases, 15 
doubles, nine home runs 
and all-state again. Brooke 
holds the additional fol-
lowing records: home runs 
in a season, doubles in a 
season and doubles for her 
career.

At Illinois, Brooke will 
major in chemistry with 
a concentration in pre-
dental. The University of  
Illinois is located in Cham-

paign. Head Coach Tyra 
Perry is entering her 24th 
season as an NCAA Divi-
sion I softball head coach 
and 10th at the helm of  
the Illini; Perry has totaled 
over 600 career victories as 
the head coach at Illinois, 
Ball State, Western Ken-
tucky and Birmingham 
Southern.

Coach Perleberg, Coach 
Miller, Coach Bischoff, 
Coach Kruthaupt and the 
entire athletic department 
at Franklin County wish 
her all the best as she con-
tinues her student-athlete 
career. Congratulations, 
Brooke Stang!

Provided
content

White’s Realty Star Students

Ruf competes at
gymnastics sectional

CONNERSVILLE – 
Franklin County High 
School junior Rachael 
Ruf  was the lone repre-
sentative for the Lady 
Wildcats at the 2025 IH-
SAA gymnastics sec-
tional hosted by the Con-
nersville Lady Spartans 

Saturday.
Ruf  gave it her best on 

the uneven bars and bal-
ance beam. She tied for 
10th on the bars with a 
score of  7.275 while tak-
ing 21st on the beam with 
a score of  6.975. The top 
six individuals advance 

to the regional round on 
each event or gymnasts 
can advance by meeting 
a state-standard score.

New Palestine won the 
team title over Conners-
ville and New Castle. 
All three squads moved 
to the next weekend of  
competition.

Will Fehlinger
sports editor

photo provided

We want to recognize Grant Bohman as White’s Realty Star Student.  Grant is the 
son of Mark and Hope Bohman.  Mr. Kyle Van Meter of the Social Studies depart-
ment nominated Grant.  Mr. Van Meter stated, “Grant Bohman is a very hard-working 
student-athlete. He is always in class, pays attention, and actively participates. He 
has worked extremely hard in the classroom this semester. I am glad to have him as 
a student. He is currently on the wrestling team, where he is a big part of their team. 
” Congratulations, Grant, for earning White’s Realty Star Student Award!

photo provided

We want to recognize Augustus Ruble as White’s Realty Star Student.  Augustus 
is the son of Alvin and Amanda Ruble.  Mr. Mark Foster of the PE department nomi-
nated Augustus.  Mr. Foster stated, “Augustus has demonstrated a wonderful work 
ethic throughout this school year in Lifetime Spots and Activities and Weight Train-
ing.  His positive attitude spills over to positively affect his classmates.  Augustus 
demonstrates leadership qualities amongst his peers and is always willing to step in 
and help with setting up and tearing down the class activities.  The Physical Educa-
tion department is lucky to have such a positive influence in our classes.” Congratu-
lations, Augustus, for earning White’s Realty Star Student!

photo provided

We want to recognize Kara Klusman as White’s Realty Star Student.  Kara is the 
daughter of Darin and Rebecca Klusman.  Mr. Jon Johnson of the Music department 
nominated Kara.  Mr. Johnson stated, “Kara is an extremely hard-working student.  
She not only can be found working hard during class, but she also seeks extra op-
portunities for help and improvement after school.  She spent many hours in practice 
rooms working on her solos and received gold medals in both events.  She is not only 
a hard worker but also respectful and has a great sense of humor.” Congratulations, 
Kara, for earning White’s Realty Star Student!

photo Will Fehlinger

Ruf on uneven bars.

photo Will Fehlinger

Ruf on balance beam.

photo provided

Oldenburg Academy 
finished the regular sea-
son at 13-9 after the Twist-
ers bounced Southwest-
ern Shelby last Tuesday 
60-41 and fell 45-39 at Law-
renceburg Thursday.

OA started the week 
down 5-0 against the Spar-
tans on senior night until 
Jacob Stenger broke the 
scoreless drought with a 
three after two minutes 
had elapsed. Grant Gold-
smith scored on the break 
and added a 15-footer for a 
7-5 Twister lead. The early 
seesaw continued as the 
visitors got four straight 
to lead 9-7. Goldsmith 
tied it up once again and 
hoops by David Koch and 
Stenger had OA nursing a 
13-9 lead after one.

Southwestern drew 
even at 13 but an Adam 
Weber triple ensured a 
Twister lead for the re-
mainder of  the night. A 
16-15 game, OA’s senior 
center Henry Wanstrath 
began heating up; he 
scored six in a row to ex-
tend the lead to seven. A 
bucket by Goldsmith and 
another by Wanstrath 
(Stenger assist) kept Old-
enburg in control 26-20 at 
intermission.

Senior Isaiah Waggon-
er entered the scorebook 
early in the new half  as 
OA kept the Spartans at 
bay. At 29-24, Wanstrath 
finished a 3-point play 
and later added a pair of  
field goals to make it 36-29. 
Goldsmith scored on the 
baseline and Wanstrath 
had the final say in the 
frame, putting in two 
more for a 40-31 advan-
tage.

The Twisters pulled 
away in the fourth, get-
ting hot to the tune of  a 
20-point frame. Stenger 

started things with a 3; a 
Wanstrath goal and Jack 
Freeland’s trey had the 
Spartans calling timeout 
with a 15-point deficit. 
Wanstrath, Stenger and 
Waggoner (3) strung to-
gether an 8-0 run to make 
it 55-34. Another Freeland 
triple and Wanstrath 
make put OA ahead by 24.

Oldenburg gave the 
Eastern Indiana Athletic 
Conference co-champs 
Lawrenceburg all they 
wanted in Thursday’s 
regular season wrap-up 
in Dearborn County. The 
Twisters led 25-23 in the 
third period and despite 
surrendering the lead, 
stayed within one posses-
sion of  the Tigers for most 
of  the fourth.

After a full OA timeout 
with 2:13 left, a drive by 
Wanstrath made it a 38-
37 affair in favor of  LHS. 
Evan Lewis answered 
for the home team. The 
Twisters missed a point-
blank chance at again 
trimming it to one, and af-
ter a Tiger timeout at 1:10, 
OA had to boost its foul 
total to get Lawrenceburg 
on the foul line. Finally, 
the fifth foul saw JP Izzo 
step up to knock down a 
pair and coach Michael 
Higdon asked for time.

Koch hit two charities 
to bring OA within 42-39 
but Kaleb Cole had a 1 of  2 
trip for LHS with 28.8 sec-
onds remaining and the 
latter had a triumphant 
exclamation point to end 
it as he slammed it home 
on a late runout.

Wanstrath opened the 
night’s scoring with a 
deuce. Tiger senior Noah 
Knigga tied it early on two 
free throws; this triggered 
an 8-0 Lawrenceburg run 
that prompted an OA 

timeout. The Twisters re-
grouped to outscore LHS 
7-4 over the next few min-
utes, Goldsmith, Weber (3) 
and Wanstrath all collect-
ing baskets.

The momentum con-
tinued into the second 
as Waggoner scored and 
Wanstrath had a steal and 
slam for a 13-12 lead. Cole 
then converted the Tigers’ 
only 3-pointer of  the game 
to change the lead and 
Knigga was good on two 
more foul shots. Stenger 
hit consecutive 3s around 
a Lawrenceburg timeout. 
Lewis tied it at 19 but We-
ber broke the tie with two 
points and Stenger had a 
blocked shot to preserve 
a 2-point lead at the break.

Wanstrath scored twice 
on the interior when play 
resumed in the third as 
OA went up 25-19. LHS 
countered with eight un-
answered. The Twisters 
tied it at 27 as Stenger 
picked up a loose ball 
around midcourt and 
passed to Wanstrath for 
another flush. Wanstrath 
answered Knigga FTs 
with a jumper to produce 
a 29-all stalemate. Izzo and 
Ollie Safivayan got to the 
rim to put the Tigers up 
33-29 with a quarter left.

A Weber layup cut it 
to a deuce, but Knigga 
completed a 3-point play. 
Waggoner laid one in and 
Stenger hit a jump shot to 
make it 36-35.

Wanstrath scored 39 
across the 2-game set; 
Stenger added 19, Gold-
smith 12, Weber 10, Wag-
goner 9 and Freeland 6. 
Knigga had a game-high 
17 Thursday and Cole 
added 10.

OA opens its postsea-
son today at Milan against 
Rising Sun. Tip is 6 p.m.

Twisters start
sectional tonight

Will Fehlinger
sports editor
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Book Buddies Book Club: Join us for the reading of  a brand new picture 
book and a fun activity. March 6 at Brookville Library at 5 p.m. 

Second Monday Book Club: Second Monday Book Club will meet on 
March 10 at Brookville Library at 6 p.m. The March selection is “The Winter 
Rose” by Melanie Dobson. 

Reptiles and Amphibians: Join our friends from the DNR and learn about 
reptiles and amphibians that live in our area. We may even get to meet one of  
the animal ambassadors! March 10 at Brookville Library at 5 p.m. and March 
11 at Laurel Library at 5 p.m. 

Basic Cooking: We will explore basic recipes and work as a team to cre-
ate something delicious for everyone to try. Must be 13 or older to participate. 
RSVP by calling Laurel Library. March 11 at Laurel Library at 4:30 p.m. 

Family Game Night-Incan Gold: Test your luck during a quest for gold! 
Join a group headed into an ancient temple and collect treasure through each 
round. But be sure to leave before peril strikes! March 17 at Brookville Library 
at 5 p.m. and March 18 at Laurel Library at 5 p.m. 

Tulip Painting: Let your creativity bloom! Join us for a tulip painting class 
where you’ll discover the joy of  painting and create your very own master-
piece! RSVP by calling the libraries. March 17 at Brookville Library at 4:30 
p.m. and March 18 at Laurel Library at 4:30 p.m. 

Library Board: The Franklin County Public Library District board will 
meet on March 18 at 6 p.m. at Laurel Library. The public is welcome to attend. 

Chapter Chasers and Shelfie Squad Book Clubs: Both book clubs are 
joining together to read “The First Cat in Space Ate Pizza” by Mac Barnett! 
Pick up a copy of  the book starting March 1, read the book, join us at book club 
for discussion, and make a mini pizza. March 20 at Brookville Library at 5 p.m. 

ABC Bootcamp: Let’s practice those ABCs! Join us for a time of  play while 
we learn about the letters in our names. Playdough, songs, yoga, magnets, and 
more will help us practice our letters and their sounds! March 21 at Brookville 
Library at 10 a.m. 

Memory Café: Join us for Brookville’s Memory Café in partnership with 
the Franklin County Public Library District and LifeStream Services! Memo-
ry Cafés are a welcoming, safe place for people living with dementia and their 
caregivers to enjoy social engagement and a break from their normal routine. 
Join us for activities, conversation, and snacks. March 24 at Brookville Li-
brary at 4:30 p.m. 

Minecraft Challenge: Test your Minecraft skills in a 1-hour creative mode 
challenge.  Details will be given at the start of  the challenge. Feel free to bring 
your own devices and/or login information! March 25 at Laurel Library at 5 
p.m.

Tax Forms: As a courtesy during tax season, visit the libraries to print off  
tax forms at half-price ($0.05 per page). 

Fantasy Book Club: Fantasy Book Club is a flexible, online book club 
where everyone can participate when it is most convenient. Book discussions 
will happen online via the book club’s Facebook page, which you can find on 
the library’s website. We will vote on a new book each month. 

Dungeons and Dragons: Take role-play gaming to the next level with 
Calloway and Tiffany as your Dungeon Masters. Calloway hosts an 18+ D&D 
on the first and third Mondays of  the month. All D&D events take place at 
Brookville Library at 6 p.m. 

Jr. Crafters: Create with us! In this weekly program, we’ll explore art 
through various mediums. It is recommended for ages 9 and up. Fridays at 
4:30 p.m. at Laurel Library.  

StoryWalks®: The StoryWalk® continues at Brookville’s Town Park, the 
Mounds State Rec Area’s Wildlife Wander Trail, and the Yellow Bank Trail-
head.  Each trail features a picture book, encourages literacy, physical activ-
ity, and spending time outdoors, and is perfect for families of  all ages!  The 
StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne Ferguson of  Montpelier, VT, and de-
veloped in collaboration with the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. StoryWalk® is a 
registered service mark owned by Ms. Ferguson.

Brookville’s Totspot Storytime: Mrs. Herbert conducts story times at 10 
a.m. on Mondays. Check our Facebook page for updates.

24/7 Wi-Fi: Please feel free to utilize the Wi-Fi provided 24/7 in our parking 
lots in Brookville and Laurel.  

Wowbrary: Subscribe to Wowbrary, the library’s weekly newsletter. Stay 
up to date on new materials and library programs. To subscribe, visit our web-
site at fclibraries.org and enter your email address under the rotating ban-
ners.

Friday, Feb. 28, the 
Junior High National 
Honor Society visited 
the first graders of  
Brookville Elementary 
School. The National 
Honor Society is for 
students who earned a 
GPA of  3.75 or higher.  

One of  the things 
these students do are 
community service 
projects, which are 
done throughout the 
year. This year, the 
NHS chose to visit the 
first-grade classrooms 
of  BES and read them 
a Dr. Seuss book. Each 
NHS student selected 
a book, were given a 
group of  three to four 
kids, and read the book 
aloud to them. 

Afterwards, the stu-
dents would ask the 
first graders questions 
about the book and 
even did an art project 
with them that followed 
the book’s theme. 

Both the NHS stu-
dents and first graders 

had a fantastic time and 
a wonderful overall ex-
perience.  

Sponsor for the Na-
tional Honor Society 
Beth Brown states: 

“Our president, 
Cameron Arnold, was 
instrumental in orga-
nizing this event. I’m 
extremely proud of  
him, and the rest of  the 
students for their work 
in proposing, discuss-
ing, and agreement on 
the service project as a 
group.” 

The National Hon-
or Society students 

are President, Cam-
eron Arnold, Vice 
P r e s i d e n t ,  G a b r i e l 
We s o l o w s k i ,  D a n a 
B r e n n a n ,  K o d i e 
Cox, Alexis Feller, Stee-
ley Galyen, Savan-
nah Garrett, Evelyn 
Grimmeissen,  Lane 
Hunter, Aeriana Lar-
son, Cora Lienesch, Jay-
don Richardson, Em-
ily Robinson, Teagan 
Schatzman, Colton 
Seale, Brooklyn Spra-
dlin, Cayne Stewart, 
Lance Stoecklin, Alexis 
Werner,  Sophia Wil-
liams.

FCMS National Honor Society 
surprises BES First Graders

Cheyenne Lance
Lead Staff Writer

Marian University 
and Oldenburg Acad-
emy are proud to an-
nounce the signing 
of  a Memorandum of  
Understanding (MOU) 
marking the beginning 
of  an exciting new part-
nership between the 
two institutions. This 
collaboration is de-
signed to enhance edu-
cational opportunities, 
foster spiritual growth, 
and support the devel-
opment of  students at 
both Marian University 
and Oldenburg Acad-
emy.

Through this part-
nership, students at 
Oldenburg Academy 
will gain access to a 
variety of  resources 

at Marian University, 
including opportuni-
ties to visit the campus, 
engage in university 
events, and participate 
in immersive learn-
ing experiences. The 
collaboration will also 
facilitate pathways for 
future students to en-
roll and matriculate 
at Marian University, 
supported by admis-
sion and financial aid 
opportunities. Marian 
University is offering 
a $5000 scholarship an-
nually combinable with 
other Marian aid oppor-
tunities for Oldenburg 
Academy students who 
choose to pursue an un-
dergraduate degree at 
Marian University.

In addition, Marian 
University will offer 
Oldenburg Academy 
students a chance to 
participate in Marian’s 
Summer Camps, faith 
retreats, and commu-
nity outreach projects.

The partnership also 
includes professional 
development oppor-
tunities for the Old-
enburg Academy fac-
ulty and staff  who will 
have access to gradu-
ate programs at Mar-
ian University. Marian 
University will provide 
training, resources, 
and continued educa-
tion to enhance the pro-
fessional growth of  
educators at Oldenburg

(See “OA” pg. 9)

Marian University and OA forge transformative 
partnership to enhance education and more

FCHS Choir shines at State  
Solo and Ensemble Competition

The choir depart-
ment at Franklin 
County High School 
(FCHS) celebrated a 
remarkable achieve-
ment at the state Solo 
and Ensemble Compe-
tition held on Feb. 22 at 
Perry Meridian High 
School in Indianapo-
lis. The participants 
delivered outstanding 
performances, show-
casing their talent 
and dedication.

Among the individ-
ual performers, Aus-
tin Robinson earned 
a silver rating for his 
solo effort, while Sta-
cy Angelo, Ava Reese, 
and Hailey Walston 
each garnered gold 
ratings for their im-
pressive performanc-
es.

In a historic achieve-
ment, the Treble Choir 
secured a gold rating 
for their ensemble 
performance, mark-
ing the first time in 
FCHS history that the 
group has attended 

the state competition 
and brought home a 
gold medal. Congratu-
lations to the Treble 
Choir for a stellar per-
formance!

Additionally, a spe-
cial acknowledgment 
goes to Ayla Lienesch, 
who received a gold 
with distinction clas-
sification, missing a 
perfect score by just 
half  a point. Her ex-
ceptional talent was 
on full display, con-
tributing to the choir’s 
overall success at this 
prestigious event.

Cassie Garrett
Regional Director

photo provided

Pictured left to right are: Back row - Carlie Ball, Stacy Angelo, Hailey Walston, 
Adrian Estes, Laynee Newell, Sarah Brimhall. Front row - Jasmine Boyer, Kendra 
Grogan, Tavia Pennington, Elayna Vogel, Audrey Marshall, Sophia Collins.
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Perhaps there’s not 
much more to say about 
John Henry Gifford than 
what I have here - surely 
there is - but the details 
elude me at this time. 

Perhaps Gifford is 
not the most interesting 
or important figure in 
Franklin County’s histo-
ry, but he is a significant 
one and a former mili-
tary man; a West Point 
graduate who should be 
acknowledged.

At the Conwell Cem-
etery in Laurel is a large 
beautiful grave marker 
for Major John Henry 
Gifford. He was a career 
military man, which 
is not too out of  the or-
dinary, as many have 
hailed from Franklin 
County. What may be a 
little less typical is the 
fact that Gifford attend-
ed West Point Military 
Academy in New York. 

To date, I’m aware 
of  only approximately 

16 other service personnel with ties to Franklin County who are West Point 
grads, and that list spans soldiers who served from the time of  the American 
Revolution to present day.

Why is this important? West Point was our nation’s first military academy 
and essentially shaped the future leadership of  the American military through 
its esteemed reputation for producing high-quality officers with strong ethi-
cal values. The academy provided a rigorous education focused on leadership 
development, character building, and military expertise, producing commis-
sioned officers who were prepared to serve their country with honor and dis-
tinction. West Point’s mission today is the same, “To build, educate, train, and 
inspire the Corps of  Cadets to be commissioned leaders of  character commit-
ted to the Army values and ready for a lifetime of  service to the Army and 
nation.” West Point is considered one of  the most prestigious academic institu-
tions and military academies in the world.

What makes Gifford such a difficult narrative is the lack of  information 
about him. But I am sure that stems from the fact that probably many of  the 
newspapers where he ended up living have yet to be scanned - so online news-
paper searches yielded very little.

Oddly, a search of  the National Archives military database yields practically 
no hits as well. An entry comes up in their catalog titled “Consolidated Mili-
tary Officer’s File of  1st Lieutenant John H. Gifford, 2nd U.S.” but it gives no in-
dication how to order a copy or what the collection may hold. The only details 
given are, “This file unit contains records, none of  which are available online.”   

Gifford comes from a large and prominent Franklin County family - his fa-
ther was Dr. Thomas Gifford of  Laurel. A nice write up appears for Thomas 
and his family in the 1882 county atlas. It claimed at that time “the doctor and 
his wife and seven children still survived and all were living in Laurel except 
for “Lieut. John H., who is stationed now at Fort Leavenworth in the Second 
United States Artillery.” 

The 1896 biographical work of  prominent Franklin, Wayne, Union, and Fay-
ette residents stated in Dr. Thomas Gifford’s entry: “The eldest son, Captain 
John Gifford, is a graduate of  West Point. He is now a retired captain, and 
holds the position of  quartermaster at the Soldier’s Home at Hampton, Vir-
ginia. He entered the army in 1861, and at the close of  the war of  the Rebellion 
was appointed a cadet to West Point. He retired just before the breaking out of  
the late war with Spain.” 

Public records show that Gifford died in Orange County, New York in 1913.
Newspapers from the state of  New York were brief  in Gifford’s obituary - 

The New York Times of  May 23 stated: “Major John H. Gifford, U.S.A., retired, 
died at West Point on Wednesday, at the quarters of  his son-in-law, Lieut. Cun-
ningham. He was 70 years old, was graduated from the Military Academy in 
1867, and retired in 1898.” 

The New York Tribune 
elaborated only slightly 
more by stating, “Cap-
tain Gifford was a private 
in the 16th Indiana Vol-
unteers in the Civil War, 
enlisting in 1861. He got 
his discharge a year later 
and entered the Military 
Academy in 1863. He was 
commissioned a second 
lieutenant of  artillery 
in 1867, and was retired 
with the rank of  captain 
for disability in March, 
1908.”

I figured surely the lo-
cal newspapers would 
have said much more - but unfortunately not. About all the Brookville Democrat 
reported was “Major John H. Gifford, U.S.A., retired, died Wednesday night, 
May 21, at the quarters of  his son-in-law, Lieut. Cunningham, at West Point, 
N.Y., at the age of  70 years. The deceased was a brother of  Dr. S.A. Gifford, of  
Laurel. Interment was at Laurel on Saturday.” 

And The Connersville Evening News of  May 28, 1913 claimed that Gifford’s 
funeral was attended by “several officers of  the Ninth regiment on route to 
Fort Harrison.”   

Perhaps the lack of  information locally about the major is a result of  John 
dying just after the 1912 Franklin County history was published by August Rei-

fel. Until Whitewater Publications produced the book A Glimpse of  the Past in 
2008, there was no real county history supplement to tell the history of  any of  
that 96-year gap. Had it not been for the large, and most likely more contempo-
rary monument at Conwell Cemetery, the major’s grave would have been easy 
to miss and most likely would have gone unnoticed.

In spite of  John Henry Gifford having only spent a few years at West Point 
Military Academy as a cadet, the compiled printed records in the United States 
Military Academy Library were the most detailed and beneficial to piece to-
gether Gifford’s life, and the staff  there was most courteous and helpful.

According to the Military Academy Library…”While we keep substantial 
records on our cadets while they are here, once they graduate they become 
part of  the Army, and the experiences they have while serving in the Army are 
tracked by the Army, not by West Point.” 

A tribute to Gifford appeared in the June 11, 1913 West Point reunion book. 
In part, some of  the contents were as follows:

John H. Gifford cadet #2218, class of  1867.
“As Lieutenant and Captain in the old Second Regiment of  Artillery he 

served in virtually every section of  the country. In Texas, campaigning against 
the ferocious tribes of  the plains and mountain ranges; in Alaska (where with 
several classmates, he suffered a shipwreck in Cook’s Inlet, in 1868, experienc-
ing on this occasion the horrors of  famine), in California, Kansas, and at nu-
merous posts along the Atlantic seaboard. He graduated at the Artillery School 
in 1873 and in 1890. His last post was at Fort Preble, Maine, where he retired as 
Captain for disability in the line of  duty, in 1898. In 1904 he was advanced to a 
majority on the retired list of  the Army because of  his early service in the War 
between the States.” 

“After his retirement Gifford was for many years at Fort Monroe, Virginia, 
and for six years Quartermaster of  the National Soldier’s Home.”  

According to the Military Academy’s Library, the biography in this annual 
reunion book was most likely written by a classmate of  Gifford’s.

Over the years Gifford’s name appeared in the serialized books, Biographi-
cal Register of  the Officers and Graduates of  the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, New York From its Establishment in 1802. They, too, offer just a little bit 
more detail about Gifford’s assignments. The 1901 edition stated his “military 
history” as: Served at Fort Monroe, Virginia, to Sep. 1, 1890; garrison duty at 
Fort Warren, Massachusetts, to Sep. 26, 1891; with Light Battery at Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas, Oct. 1 to Nov. 14, 1891; at the Cavalry and Light Artillery School, 
Fort Riley, Kansas, to Oct. 2, 1893; garrison duty at Fort Preble, Maine, to March 
31, 1898. (Retired from Active Service, with rank of  Captain, for disability in 
the line of  duty, March 8, 1898.)

The 1910 edition stated: “Served as Quartermaster of  Sothern Branch, Na-
tional Soldier’s Home for D.V.S. from January 12, 1899 to July 31, 1905.”  (Major 
U.S.A. retired April 5, 1909 - residence Fort Monroe, Virginia.)

I asked the Academy’s Library why, if  Gifford retired as a captain, his grave 
marker claimed he was a major. The librarian explained, “As often the case 
today that officers who retire at the end of  a long Army career are promoted to 
the next higher rank upon retirement, as recognition of  the service they have 
given to the Army and the nation; I suspect that Gifford’s promotion was such 
a recognition.” 

John H. Gifford married Helen B. Kimberly in April 1885 at Fort Monroe, Vir-
ginia. They had only one child - Ann Kimberly Gifford (b. 1886) Unfortunately 
Mrs. Gifford expired suddenly from a heart attack in July 1906 while convers-
ing with friends at the Old Sherwood Inn, in Old Point Comfort in Hampton, 
Virginia. She was the daughter of  William and Ann Kimberly. She had numer-
ous siblings including five brothers and two sisters at the time of  her death. 

I was curious why Gifford is not buried with his wife, Helen, of  just over 20 
years. She is interred in Green Mount Cemetery in Baltimore City, Maryland. 
Helen is buried with her parents in their family plot. 

Why was John Gif-
ford brought back to his 
childhood home of  Lau-
rel for burial when he 
could have been buried 
at any number of  mili-
tary cemeteries or with 
his wife? Was it his wish 
to be buried at Laurel, a 
sibling’s request, or his 
daughter’s? Or did John 
have it in writing some-
where that he wished to 
be taken back to the place 
of  his youth? But why? 
He was away from Laurel 
for so long.

With me wondering 
why he was not bur-
ied with his wife or at a 
military cemetery, the 
librarian at the Military 
Academy Library only 
had this to offer: “West 
Point Cemetery was des-
ignated as a military cemetery in 1817, and West Point graduates are certainly 
eligible for burial there….As you point out, he was from Laurel, and his par-
ents and other family members are buried at the Conwell Cemetery, perhaps he 
wanted to be buried near them instead of  far away.”

“His wife is buried in the same cemetery as her parents. Their daughter was 
the wife of  a West Point graduate, and…she and her husband are both buried 
at West Point Cemetery. Not all West Point graduates choose to be interred at 
the West Point Cemetery….With the lack of  any documentation or a family 
member’s memories, it’s difficult, if  not impossible, to determine why Gifford 
- or his family after he died - selected one cemetery over another.” 

It was interesting to me why he was separated from his wife and daughter 
in death. Separated from his daughter I can understand more so than his wife 
of  two decades.

Are there any more Giffords in Franklin County that can help tell the de-
tailed story of  Major John Gifford’s life? Does anyone have photos or records 
relating to the major to share? 

Julie Schlesselman
Local History & Genealogy Department Manager, FCPLD
765-647-4031

John Henry Gifford

Major John Henry Gifford. Courtesy of the West Point 
Military Academy Library.

This image came from the 1882 Franklin County At-
las and depicts the Laurel home of Dr. Thomas Gifford, 
John’s father.

Major Gifford’s grave marker at Conwell Cemetery in 
Laurel. Image from Findagrave.com.
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Academy, fostering 
best practices in teach-
ing and learning. 

Faculty from both in-
stitutions will also col-
laborate on workshops, 

seminars, and service-
learning initiatives to 
further their shared 
commitment to Catho-
lic Franciscan educa-
tion.

Both institutions 
also emphasize the im-
portance of  communi-
ty service and outreach 
as part of  their shared 
mission. Through this 
partnership, students 
from both Marian

University and Old-
enburg Academy will 
have the chance to par-
ticipate in community 
service projects that 
are aligned with Cath-
olic values, providing 
an opportunity for stu-
dents to grow as lead-
ers in service to others.

“We are thrilled to 
partner with Marian 
University at such an 
exciting time for Old-

enburg Academy,” said 
Annette Hunger, Presi-
dent of  Oldenburg 
Academy. “This collab-
oration aligns perfect-
ly with our goals for Go 
Beyond 4.0 and Mission 
Mondays as we look to 
create an even more 
dynamic and engaging 
learning environment. 
By working with Mar-
ian University, we are 
able to offer our stu-
dents new pathways 
for academic success, 
spiritual development, 
and community ser-
vice opportunities that 
will help them grow as 
well-rounded individu-
als committed to living 
out their faith and val-
ues.”

“This partnership 
with Oldenburg Acade-
my reflects our shared 
commitment to Cath-
olic education, aca-
demic excellence, and 
faith formation,” said 
Kenith Britt, Ph.D., 

Chief  Operating Of-
ficer and Chancellor 
of  Marian University. 
“Marian University 
has a long history with 
Oldenburg Academy, 
and this partnership 
strengthens our ongo-
ing relationship. By 
creating clear path-
ways for students to 
engage with Marian 
University—from cam-
pus visits to financial 
aid support and im-
mersive learning expe-
riences—we are open-
ing doors for future 
leaders to grow intel-
lectually and spiritu-
ally.”

For more infor-
mation, about this 
transformative part-
nership, please con-
tact Annette Hunger, 
President, Oldenburg 
Academy, at ahunger@
oldenburgacademy.org 
or 812.934.4440. ext. 231.

Source: Oldenburg 
Academy

OA Continued from Page 7

Ten Franklin Coun-
ty High School FCCLA 
students went with 
Mrs. Barricklow and 
Mrs. Edwards to com-
pete in the State Con-
ference this past week 
at the Horizon Conven-
tion Center in Muncie. 
All of  the students did 
a fantastic job on their 
projects and presenta-
tions. The group came 
home with the follow-
ing awards:

Avalon Schlosser 
and Stacy Angelo - 
Gold Early Childhood 
Learning Pac

Carlie Ball - Gold 
in Early Childhood 
Learning Pac

Rhyan Hayes and 
Maddi Dehner - Gold 
in Early Childhood 
Learning Pac

Riviera Godar - Gold 
in Trend Board

Stephen Amburgey 
- Bronze in Beyond the 

Basics
Ayden Saterfield - 

Bronze in Focus on 
Children

Shaydynn Toretto 
and Autumn Force - 
Bronze in Focus on 
Children

Great job to all of  
these amazing stu-
dents!

Source: Jacque 
Barricklow

Family, Career, and Community Leaders of 
America  students excel at state competition 

In a remarkable 
showcase of  talent, 
Sophiea McCollum, a 
member of  the Frank-
lin County High School 
Band, captured first 
place at the ISSMA 
State Solo and Ensem-
ble competition with 
her exceptional snare 
drum performance. 
McCollum has been in 
band for five years, and 
her victory not only 
reflects her hard work 
but also brings pride to 
her school and commu-

nity.
McCollum has been 

putting in consider-
able time and effort 
after school, working 
closely with her band 
directors, Mr. Johnson, 
Mrs. Kercheval, and 
Mr. Craver. For several 
weeks, she has dedicat-
ed herself  to refining 
her skills and enhanc-
ing her performance.

“I was very nervous 
to perform but relieved 
and very happy when 
I learned I got gold,” 
McCollum shared. “In 
the future, I hope to go 
to college and pursue a 
career in music.”

The FCHS Band 
noted McCollum’s 
achievement on 
its Facebook page. 
“In February, 60 FCHS 
and FCMS students 
participated in the dis-
trict solo and ensemble 
competition. These 
students earned 43 gold 
and five silver med-
als! Sophiea McCollum 
earned a gold rating 
on her Group 1 Snare 
Drum solo at district 
and earned a spot at 
the state contest! This 
is an incredible honor 
and achievement! Con-
gratulations Sophiea!”

FCHS Band member brings home gold 

Cassie Garrett
Regional Director

photo provided

Sophiea McCollum (third from the left) is pictured with family, friends and band 
directors at the state competition.
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HELP WANTED
Drivers wanted, class A CDL, 
clean driving record, experi-
ence a plus, hourly pay. Kopp’s 
Turkey Sales, 513-367-4133.                                 
(3-tfc)
-----------------------------------
Whitewater Processing, LLC 
accepting applications for full 

and part time positions. Com-
petitive wages, weekly pay 
and bonuses. Call Monday-
Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 513-
367-4133.         (3-tfc)
-----------------------------------

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Antiques & Collect-
ibles or whole collections, 

about anything old. Adver-
tising, guns, pocketknives, 
military, old watches are my 
favorite things. I gladly pick 
through barns, sheds, etc. No 
furniture please. . Call or Text 
Mike Anytime 765-309-8670. 
I am local.  (1-13tp)
----------------------------------- 

both parties - the com-
mission and the FC 
school board. The duo 
attended the meeting 
remotely as Superin-
tendent Dustin Geh-
ring appeared in per-
son.

County commission-
ers had originally re-
quested that a formal 
document be written 
up and approved to end 
a drawn-out process 
between the parties in-
volved that left the rev-
enue sharing obliga-
tion open to different 
interpretations. 

Each FCRC member 
was given a draft of  the 
agreement and presi-
dent Bill Schirmer 
sought to address any 
questions or revisions 
at the meeting before 
forwarding it on to the 
school board members 
for their input.

Sara Duffy, nonvot-
ing liaison to the school 
corporation, brought 
up a few potential revi-
sions among her ques-
tions. 

The document sin-
gled out the school 
superintendent as the 
lone signee; Duffy said 
that should be left to 
FCCSC as to which 
signatures should be 
obtained, i.e. board 
president, secretary, 
etc. DeVries noted 
the change would be 
made and forwarded to 
Schirmer.

About allocation 
areas, Duffy asked 
about the inclusion of  
the Golden Road com-
mercial TIF (in addi-
tion to Reservoir West 
residential TIF). Law-
rence noted a previ-
ous commissioners’ 
ordinance and said for 
simplicity’s sake, the 
commercial TIF would 
be included in the new 
agreement.

Duffy wanted to clar-
ify the portion of  the 
agreement that said 

“the grant shall be paid 
in arrears in annual 
installments.” DeVries 
said tax increments 
would be based upon 
prior year receipts.

Regarding a line 
that states, “the com-
mission must take into 
account all other obli-
gations and pledges be-
fore awarding the grant 
to the school corpora-
tion,” Duffy acknowl-
edged there could be 
bonds or the like that 
would take priority but 
she thought the word-
ing shoved the schools 
to the back of  the line. 
She proposed using the 
words “along with” in-
stead of  “before.”

DeVries answered 
that this was coming 
from more of  a legal 
standpoint, whereby 
the commission had 
to first address things 
like debt services or 
TIF pledges elsewhere 
in the county that they 
absolutely couldn’t de-
fault or renege on. 

Lastly, Duffy felt the 
agreement did noth-
ing beyond what Indi-
ana Code (IC) already 
states - namely that 
redevelopment boards 
may give “up to 15%” 
of  TIF revenue toward 
school projects, a stick-
ing point in previous 
discussions. “We were 
hoping there’d be a 
deal for the schools, 
of  language more than 
just the IC,” she said. 
“We understand and 
respect the code but 
give me a reason why I 
should recommend the 
school board sign this 
long document.” 

DeVries stated there 
was never a recom-
mendation that FCRC 
enter a contract out-
side of  what IC allows. 
She said the agree-
ment shows that rede-
velopment has placed 
a priority on funding 
school projects, but the 

language could not run 
counter to state code. 
The attorney noted 
there are additional de-
tails in the agreement 
that ensure transpar-
ency and accountabil-
ity should FCRC be 
audited in the future 
regarding school ex-
penditures.

Lawrence added that 
allocation areas and 
time provisions are 
specifically identified, 
items that weren’t in a 
previous ordinance. He 
said there’s additional 
flexibility for FCRC to 
opt for upwards of  15% 
in case of  the schools’ 
capital improvements.

Schirmer believed 
the agreement clearly 
sets up a mutual com-
mitment between the 
two parties while ad-
mitting the “up to 
15%” verbiage may 
still be an uncomfort-
able “piece of  the 
puzzle” for the school 
board. He added that 
any school projects 
- and their timelines - 
would be evaluated by 
his board on a case-by-
case basis.

Member Brian Pat-
terson moved to send 

the draft - officially la-
beled “Agreement for 
Educational and Train-
ing Program and Capi-
tal Improvements” - to 
the school board. He 
asked that any revi-
sions be made prior to 
the March FCRC meet-
ing so a vote could be 
taken. Motion passed.

Patterson asked 
DeVries what would 
occur if  the school 
board doesn’t sign off. 
She responded there’d 
be no agreement, and 
the partnership would 
become a one-party 
resolution where re-
development commits 
to funding school proj-
ects anyway.

Gehring spoke to the 
board, saying it may 
be “somewhat of  a dif-
ficult sell” to the trust-
ees due to the language 
not going much further 
beyond Indiana Code. 
He noted things are go-
ing “incredibly well” 
already in the partner-
ship, but he worries 
about future commis-
sion members not fall-
ing into the spirit of  
the partnership.

In other news, a re-
quest had been made 

at a prior meeting 
that a ‘TIF 101’ session 
be organized for the 
benefit of  the school 
board, FCRC and the 
public to gain a work-
ing insight into the ad-
vantages of  tax incre-
ments. Lawrence said 
he’d be in touch with 
Baker Tilly, Indianapo-
lis, about leading the 
informational meeting 
and added this may 
be covered by funds 
already allocated by 
redevelopment toward 
professional services 
of  Baker Tilly. Gehring 
offered to call a special 
meeting of  the school 
board to host the event. 
Patterson requested 
that little to no addi-
tional money be spent 
to conduct the session; 
he also asked to sched-
ule it the first week of  
April.

Updating the board 
on the second round of  
READI (Regional Eco-
nomic Acceleration 
and Development Ini-
tiative) funding from 
the state, vice-presi-
dent John Palmer said 
he attended a recent 
regional meeting for 
the six area counties 

and the consensus was 
the state’s Indiana Eco-
nomic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) 
was slowing down its 
approval of  local proj-
ects due to a change in 
the governing admin-
istration and tighter 
scrutiny of  dollars be-
ing distributed state-
wide.

Schirmer asked 
for motions to retain 
Lawrence as economic 
consultant and Grant 
Reeves as the board’s 
counsel. Both were 
moved and approved 
unanimously. There 
were also 5-0 votes on 
FCRC’s 2025 meeting 
dates mirroring those 
of  county council and 
keeping the board’s of-
ficers the same.

Two invoice claims 
for professional servic-
es were approved. With 
the board’s contractual 
services total capped 
at $20,000, Schirmer 
requested to allocate 
$10,000 more to the 
fund due to obligations 
already over $18,000. 
Patterson moved to 
push the cap up to 
$30,000; Palmer second-
ed and it passed 5-0.

FCRC Continued from Page 1
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NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of 

a decree to me, directed from the 
Clerk of Franklin Circuit Court 
2 of Franklin County, Indiana, in 
Cause No. 24C02-2410-MF-000658, 
wherein Regions Bank d/b/a Re-
gions Mortgage was Plaintiff, and 
Cheryl Marie Ketron was a Defen-
dant, required me to make the sum 
as provided for in said Decree, with 
interest and cost, I will expose at 
public sale to the highest bidder on 
the 25th day of March, 2025, at the 
hour of 10:00 a.m., or as soon there-
after as is possible, at 371 Main 
Street, Brookville, IN  47012, the 
fee simple of the whole body of Real 
Estate in Franklin County, Indiana.

Brookville Township: 
A part of the Southwest Quarter 

of Section Twenty (20), Township 
Nine (9), Range Two (2) West, be-
ginning at a point on the West line 
of Water Street (now Cliff Street) 
65 feet North of a point on said 
West line that is directly West of the 
Southwest corner of Lot Number 
Twenty-One (21) in Butler’s and 
McCarty’s Addition to the Town of 
Brookville, Indiana; thence West 
109 feet; thence North 65 feet; 
thence East 109 feet; thence South 
65 feet to the place of beginning.

More commonly known as 1037 

Cliff St, Brookville, IN 47012-1423
Parcel No. 24-10-20-336-003.000-

004
Terms of sale: cash, certified 

check or money order of the full 
amount of the purchase price due 
at the time of sale. The rest estate 
will be sold to the highest bidder. 
If the highest bidder does not pro-
duce cash, certified check or mon-
ey order, for the full amount of the 
purchase price, the bidding will be 
immediately re-opened.  Together 
with rents, issues, income and prof-
its thereof, said sale will be made 
without relief from valuation or ap-
praisement laws.

/s/ BRYAN K. REDMOND
BRYAN K. REDMOND, Plain-

tiff Attorney
Attorney # 22108-29 
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C.
8415 Allison Pointe Blvd., Suite 

400
Indianapolis, IN 46250 
Peter W. Cates, Sheriff  
Brookville Township  
The Sheriff’s Department does 

not warrant the accuracy of the 
street address published herein. 

NOTICE
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C. IS 

A DEBT COLLECTOR.
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TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL INTEREST-
ED PARTIES

SHERIFF’S SALE NOTICE
By virtue of a certified copy of 

a decree to me, directed from the 
Clerk of Franklin Circuit Court 
#1 of Franklin County, Indiana, in 
Cause No. 24C01-2408-MF-000522, 
wherein Mortgage Research Cen-
ter, LLC d/b/a Veterans United 
Home Loans, a Missouri Limited 
Liability Company was Plaintiff, 
and The Unknown heirs devisees, 
legatees, beneficiaries of Richard 
W. Funch, and their unknown cred-
itors; and, the unknown executor, 
administrator, or personal repre-
sentative of the estate of Richard W. 
Funch, Brookville Lake Regional 
Waste District, Unknown Occu-
pants and Paige Funch, as possible 
heir to the estate of William Richard 
Funch were Defendants, requiring 
me to make the sum as provided 
for in said Decree, with interest and 
cost, I will expose at public sale to 
the highest bidder on March 25, 
2025, at the hour of 10:00 a.m., or as 
soon thereafter as is possible, at the 
Sheriff’s Office at 371 Main Street, 
Brookville, IN 47012 the fee simple 

of the whole body of Real Estate in 
Franklin County, Indiana.

Lot No. One Hundred (100), as 
shown on the Plat of New Fairfield 
as laid out and designated accord-
ing to the plat recorded November 
15, 1966, in Large Plat Book “A” at 
Page 39, in the Office of the Record-
er of Franklin County, Indiana, sub-
ject to each and all of the protective 
covenants recorded with said plat.

ALSO: Lot Number Ninety-Nine 
(99) as designated and shown on 
the Plat of New Fairfield as laid out 
and designated according to the 
plat recorded November 15, 1966 in 
Large Plat Book “A” at Page 39 in 
the Office of the Recorder of Frank-
lin County, Indiana, subject to each 
and all of the protective covenants 
recorded with said plat.

SAVE AND EXCEPT:  Being 
part of Lot Number Ninety-Nine 
(99) in the recorded Plat of New 
Fairfield located in the Northeast 
Quarter of Section Twenty-Seven 
(27), Township Ten (10) North, 
Range Two (2) West, First Prin-
ciple Meridian, Fairfield Township, 
Franklin County, Indiana, being 
bounded and described as follows:  
Beginning at an iron pipe mark-
ing the Southwest corner of Lot 

Number 99 in the recorded Plat 
of New Fairfield; thence North 16 
degrees 28 minutes 16 seconds 
East 36.59 feet to an iron pipe mark-
ing the East corner common to 
Lots Number 77 and Number 89; 
thence South 80 degrees 09 min-
utes 43 seconds East 154.57 feet to 
the West right-of-way of Fairfield 
Parkway; thence along said right-
of-way, curving to the right along 
the arc of a circle having a radius of 
941.49 feet a distance of 54.59 feet 
to an iron pipe stake marking the 
Southeast corner of Lot Number 
99, said arc being subtended by a 
chord bearing South 14 degrees 
48 minutes 35 seconds West 54.58 
feet; thence along the South line of 
Lot Number 99, North 73 degrees 
29 minutes 13 seconds West 155.12 
feet to the place of beginning, con-
taining 0.162 acres.

Commonly known address:  

9006 Tremont Place, Brookville, IN 
47012

Together with rents, issues, in-
come and profits thereof, said sale 
will be made without relief from 
valuation or appraisement laws. 

Nicholas M. Smith
MDK Legal
P.O. Box 165028
Columbus OH  43216-5028
Telephone:  614-220-5611
Attorney for Plaintiff 

 
Peter W. Cates, Sheriff of
 Franklin County
Township: Fairfiled
Parcel No./ Tax Id #: 24-04-

27-240-008.000-007, 24-04-27-240-
016.000-007  

The Sheriff’s Department does 
not warrant the accuracy of the 
street address published herein.
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STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN
IN THE FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO. 24C01-2502-MI-000087
IN RE THE MATTER OF: 
BERNADETTE MICHELL 
MERSCH, Name of Minor
LAUREN MICHELL MERSCH, By 
Next Friend

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Notice is hereby given that, Lau-
ren Michell Mersch, Next Friend of 
minor child, self-represented, filed a 
Verified Petition for Change of Name 
on February 10, 2025 to change 
the name of Bernadette Michelle 

Mersch to Clementine Bernadette-
Michell Mersch. 

The Petition is scheduled for 
hearing in the Franklin County Cir-
cuit Court on April 9, 2025 at 9:00 
A.M., witch is more than thirty (30) 
days after the third notice of publica-
tion. Any person has the right to ap-
pear at the hearing and to file written 
objections on or before the hearing 
date.  

Date: 2/12/2025
Neysa R. Raible
Clerk
Franklin County Circuit Court                                              
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STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN
IN THE FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO. 24C02-2412-MI-000794
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF 
DENIS MACDONALD, Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Dennis Tyler MacDonald, whose 
mailing address is: 10075 Ramsey 
Road Brookville, In. 47012, in the 
Franklin County, Indiana, hereby 
gives notice that Dennis Tyler Mac-
Donald has filed a petition in the 

Franklin Circuit Court requesting 
that his name be changed to Dennis 
Tyler Zwick. 

Notice if further give that the 
heraing will be held on said Petition 
on March 4, 2025 at 9:15 A.M. 

Dennis MacDonald
Petitioner
Date: 2/14/2025
Neysa R. Raible
Clerk
Franklin County Circuit Court                                              
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STATE OF INDIANA  
IN THE FRANKLIN CIRCUIT 
COURT
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN  
CAUSE NO. 24C02-2502-EU-000106
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF 
BETTY C. REECE, DECEASED
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION 
Notice is hereby given that on 

February 20, 2025,  Jeanette Reece-
Brandes was appointed Personal 
Representatives of the Estate of 
Betty C. Reece, deceased, who died 
on January 15, 2025.

All persons having claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 

within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Brookville, Indiana,  
February 21, 2025.

Neysa R. Raible
Clerk of the Franklin Circuit 

Court of Franklin County
ATTORNEY FOR ESTATE
MULLIN, MCMILLIN & MC-

MILLIN, LLP
814 Main Street
Brookville, Indiana 47012
Telephone 765-647-4105
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PUBLISHED NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the 
Area Plan Commission & Board of 
Zoning Appeals of Franklin County, 
Indiana, on Wednesday, March 
12th, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Frank-
lin County Government Center in 
Brookville, Indiana, will hold a pub-
lic hearing on a Petition for Condi-
tional Use for Cell Tower changes 
on 13188 Bentley Rd, Brookville, 
IN 47012.

The proposed Petition for Con-
ditional Use for Cell Tower changes 
is located at the following described 
real-estate: Parcel: 24-03-15-200-
001.000-002 - Located in Blooming 
Grove township.  

Written suggestions of objec-
tions to the provisions of said pro-
posed Petition for Conditional Use 
for Cell Tower changes may be filed 
with the Director of the Board at 
the time and place specified.  Said 
hearing may be continued as neces-
sary.

STATE OF INDIANA  
IN THE FRANKLIN CIRCUIT 
COURT
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN  
CAUSE NO. 24C02-2502-EU-000004
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF 
JERALD E. GLAUB, DECEASED
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION 
Notice is hereby given that 

on February 25, 2025,  Cheryl A. 
Glaub was appointed Personal Rep-
resentative of the Estate of Jerald E. 
Glaub, deceased, who died on Feb-
ruary 6, 2025.

All persons having claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court 

within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Brookville, Indiana,  
February 26, 2025.

Neysa R. Raible
Clerk of the Franklin Circuit 

Court of Franklin County
ATTORNEY FOR ESTATE
MULLIN, MCMILLIN & MC-

MILLIN, LLP
814 Main Street
Brookville, Indiana 47012
Telephone 765-647-4105
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Alcohol & Tobacco 
Commission

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board 
of Franklin County, Indiana will 
hold a public hearing at 10:00 am 
on March 18, 2025 at the Clerk’s 
Office, Courthouse, 459 Main 
Street,  459 Main Street  in the city 
of Brookville in said county, to in-
vestigate the propriety of holding 
an alcoholic beverage permit by the 

applicants listed herein to wit:
DL2427715 Beer & Wine Dealer 

- Grocery Store RENEWAL
KTS Petro Inc 1104 N ST RD 

229  Batesville IN
D/B/A KTS FOOD MART
MAHENDRA PATEL 353 SR 

129 S  Batesville, President
BELLA HALL 353 SR 129 S  

Batesville, Secretary
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEET-
ING

 FRANKLIN COUNTY FARM-
ERS MUTUAL INSURANCE COM-
PANY will hold the Annual Meeting 
on Saturday March 22, 2025 at 1PM 
at 125 Main Street, Brookville IN 
47012.  The purpose of this meet-
ing is to elect two members for the 
Board of Directors and any other 
items pertinent to the business.  

Any policyholder who wants to be 
nominated for the Board of Direc-
tors must have the name turned 
into the office by Wednesday, 
March 19, 2025 before office clos-
ing at 4PM EST.  Voting before the 
meeting will be held from 11AM un-
til 1PM EST.  All voting with cease 
at 1PM EST.  
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Interested persons desiring to 
present their view on the proposed 
Petition of Conditional Use for Cell 
Tower changes either in writing or 
verbally will be given the opportu-
nity to be heard at the above-men-
tioned place.

Area Plan Commission & Board 
of Zoning Appeals of Franklin 
County 

Kaitlin Sterwerf
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Franklin County 
Library Request 
Amanda Herbert, 

Children’s Librarian 
at the public library, 
states that last year, 
they hosted a public 
event for preventing 
child abuse. They had 
used the town park 
and the last parking 
lot and are request-
ing to do the same 
event this year. They 
have several organi-
zations that would 
set up, games for the 
kids, and a sno-cone 
truck. They would 
like to use the lower 
parking lot again by 
the park avenue. This 
would be April 28, be-
fore opening day of  
softball on April 30. 

The board approved 
this request. 

Memorial Walk 
Request 

Danielle Butt of  
Faith and Fitness, 
and Jaime Miller of  
the Franklin County 
Animal Shelter are 
requesting to use the 
town park for a me-
morial walk in honor 
of  Barb Reed, who 
loved animals and 
animal shelters. They 
would like to have a 
walk in the park, do-

nations that would go 
towards the shelter; 
they would bring the 
adoptable dogs down 
and set up the en-
trance in front of  the 
legion. This would 
be June 14, and they 
only need the walk-
ing path. 

The board approved 
this request.  

Kiwanis and 
Franklin County 
Arts Council Re-

quest 
Gillman spoke 

with Patti Wilhelm, 
who requested to use 
the Schilling Cen-
ter and public park 
for a breakfast with 
the Easter Bunny 
and Egg Hunt. That 
would be followed by 
a Children’s Play pro-
vided by the Franklin 
County Arts Council.  
This would be April 
19, from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 

The board approved 
the request. 

Historic 
Preservation 
Commission 
Appointee 

After much 
thought, Beesley 
nominated Whitaker.  

The board approved 
this appointment. 

Brookville Redevel-
opment Commis-
sion Appointee

Beesley nominated 
Victoria Meyer. 

The board approved 
this appointment. 
SIRPC Parking Lot 

Project Invoice 
Gillman received 

an invoice for work 
completed. Jodi Com-
er had sent an invoice 
totaling $13, 666. This 
will be submitted to 
the state for payment.  

The board approved 
this invoice. 
Water Softener and 

Ice Maker Quote 
for Golf  Course 

Clubhouse
Golf  Course Man-

ger Jill Mergenthal 
did some extra re-
search, as about a 
month ago, they had a 
new ice maker quote 
for about $6200. She 
had it tabled for the 
time being as along 
with the ice maker, 
there is a need for a 
new water softener. 
Jill has two quotes 
from Burkharts and 
Hirt and Ellco. Bur-
kharts was a startling 
$4500 while Hirt and 
Ellco was at $1495. 
Jill recommends the 
H&H ice maker and 

the Hirt and Ellco wa-
ter softener. 

The board approved 
these chosen quotes. 

HR Firm Quotes 
There were two HR 

firms that Gina and 
Estridge interviewed 
as recommended by 
AIM. The first was 
Customer HR, who is 
s u b s c r i p t i o n - b a s e d 
and costs $1500/
month. They don’t 
have an hourly rate, 
nor is there a limit 
to how many times 
the board can con-
tact them. The second 
was Invigorate HR to 
update their hand-
book. The first flat 
rate would be $1750 
for the updates, and 
then their hourly rate 
would be $180/hour. 
Gina recommended 
Invigorate HR. 

The board approved 
quote for Invigorate 
HR. 
March 17 Meeting 

Location 
Due to a conflict of  

meetings on March 17, 
the next Brookville 
Town Council meet-
ing will be held at the 
Schilling Center one 
last time. They can-
not use their new lo-
cation at the Zimmer 

building just yet. 
The board approved 

the change in meet-
ing location. 

FCCF Grant 
Agreements 

The town received 
three endowments 
this year. These 
amounts were $990, 
$450, and $350, along 
with the purchase of  
10 pool passes. Es-
tridge thanked every-
one who was behind 
the donations.  

The board approved 
the grant agreements. 

Ordinance #2025-
7 Establishing 

Sportsplex 
Construction Fund 

Gillman states 
there are a few dif-
ferent funds on the 
ledger that are being 
utilized for the con-
struction fund. She 
would like this con-
struction fund to be 
created specifically 
for the transfer of  
those funds to be used 
for the construction 
fund. The board mo-
tioned to suspend the 
rules for a vote, and it 
was passed. 

The board approved 
the establishment of  
construction funds. 

Sportsplex Pay 

Application #1 
Schutte Excavation 

did submit their first 
contractor’s applica-
tion for payment, and 
it was reviewed by 
the engineer and con-
sultants. The town is 
to retain 10% of  the 
first pay application. 
The first invoice sub-
mitted was a total of  
$85,448.25, which will 
be held in the con-
struction fund. 

The board approved 
the pay application. 
Sportsplex Change 

Order #2 
Whitaker states 

that after a visit to 
the sportsplex, he did 
see an issue with the 
fence. It’s not on the 
property line. The 
only other option, 
aside from shorten-
ing it, would be re-
placing the fence en-
tirely. The cost would 
be close to $13K. The 
board decided re-
placement would be 
best. 

The board approved 
the change order. 

The meeting was 
adjourned shortly af-
ter. Again, the March 
17 meeting will be 
held at the Schilling 
Center at 7 p.m.

BTC Continued from Page 1
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a member. 
Horninger went on 

to joke that they had a 
lot of  information to 
cover, but it was best 
to feed the crowd first. 
Catering was provided 
by the Brau Haus, who 
brought fried chicken, 
green beans, mashed po-
tatoes and gravy, rolls, 
cole slaw, and an assort-
ment of  cupcakes. Wa-
ter was provided along 
with Third Place bar for 
drinks. 

Koch was introduced 
to lead everyone in 
prayer, and dinner com-
menced after. 

For the slate of  of-
ficers, nominations 
were as followed: Ron 
Yurcak for President, 
Tom Horninger for Vice 
President, Shelly Ko-
zlowski for Treasurer, 
and Cathy Vandivier for 
Secretary. This was ap-
proved by the board and 
crowd. 

In attendance was 
keynote speaker Cathy 
Ferree, president and 
CEO of  ISMHS, intro-
duced by Yurcak. Yur-
cak took the podium 
to first announce that 
because of  the group in 
attendance, they were 
able to raise $81,500 in a 
grant for $750K. Howev-
er, as of  the prior Thurs-

day, they can’t receive 
the grant. Yurcak clari-
fied the organization 
won’t suffer in any way. 
She introduces Kylee 
from the SEIRPC to ex-
plain what the WCBA is 
going to do.  

Kylee explains that 
even though the grant 
wasn’t awarded, they 
could still reapply. The 
next steps will involve a 
feedback meeting to go 
through the application 
and discuss any weak 
points and cover how 
to better enhance the 
application on the next 
round. 

Ferree was named 
president and CEO of  
the Indiana State Mu-
seum and Historic So-
ciety on May 1 of  2017. 
She has developed a 
new strategic plan for 
the institution along 
with refreshed vision, 
values, and statements. 
She has put relevancy 
at the forefront of  the 
museum, opening ex-
periences to address 
topics important to visi-
tors, including fix heart-
break and hope inside 
our opioid crisis.  

Ferree thanked ev-
eryone for having her 
and gave praise to all of  
their hard work. She ac-
knowledged that many 

had met with Smith a 
number of  times. She 
also wanted to thank 
Mick and Jenny Wilz for 
their many ways of  sup-
port, Bev Spurlin for her 
continued support with 
the WCBA. Lastly, Fer-
ree thanks everyone in 
the Metamora commu-
nity for everything they 
have done, the immense 
support and dedication 
they have shown over 
the years, and just their 
overall presence as a 
community.  

“One of  our major 
goals across all 12 sites 
is to tell the Indiana sto-
ry. That’s our responsi-
bility and the Whitewa-
ter Canal State Historic 
Site is one of  the best 
stories to tell,” Ferree 
states. 

Ron Yurcak stood to 
announce Cassie Gar-
rett as the recipient of  
the Spirit of  the Byway 
award. The recipient 
has been a board mem-
ber for four years and 
is a Metamora resident. 
Her years of  work with 
the Canal, all things 
Metamora, her exten-
sive coverage of  our 
Southeastern Region 
through Whitewater 
Publications and the 
765, along with many 
hours of  volunteer work 

and her warm disposi-
tion of  others’ well-be-
ing were cited. The re-
cipient has beautifully 
expressed her unwav-
ering support of  our 
community and history 
of  our town, and Ron 
Yurcak was emotional 
and proud to present 
the Spirit of  the Byway 
award to Garrett. 

Garrett is currently 
the Regional Director 
for Whitewater Publi-
cations, a. mother of  
three gorgeous girls, 
and a pillar founda-
tion of  support for 
Metamora, all historic 
sites of  our region, and 
is the very gateway of  
coverage and publica-
tions of  all community 
happenings. For years, 

Garrett has gone above 
and beyond with her 
love and dedication for 
preserving Metamora, 
our historic sites, and 
spreading awareness. A 
statement from Garrett 
reads: 

“I want to extend my 
heartfelt thanks to the 
person who nominated 
me and the board for vot-
ing for me to receive the 
award,” Garrett said. “It 
is truly an honor to be 
recognized in such a 
meaningful way, and I 
am incredibly grateful 
for the support from our 
wonderful communities. 
Your faith in me inspires 
me to continue my work 
as a volunteer, WCBA 
board member, and jour-
nalist, where I find im-

mense joy in writing and 
sharing the stories that 
celebrate the vibrant 
spirit of  the Whitewater 
Valley. Together, we are 
making a difference, and 
I am thankful to be part 
of  it all!”  

Congratulations to 
Cassie for receiving 
the Spirit of  the Byway 
Award. 

In closing, all of  the 
guests were thanked 
for coming out and con-
tinuing their support 
towards the Whitewater 
Canal Scenic Byway, the 
Whitewater Canal By-
way Association, and all 
projects either complet-
ed or in progress, along 
with all efforts to raise 
money and protect their 
historic landmarks. 
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