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Solar Moratorium
extension requested

At the July 10 meet-
ing of  the Franklin 
County Area Plan 
Commission, the 
board unanimously 
approved a favorable 
recommendation be 
sent to commissioners 
to extend a proposed 
six-month morato-
rium on solar applica-
tions to one year.

The commission-
ers and APC had both 
addressed an initial 
moratorium in sepa-
rate June meetings, 
with the latter’s July 
meeting set to start 
the voting process. 
APC attorney Geof-
frey Wesling started 
the discussion by say-
ing he highly recom-
mended a 12-month 
duration due to his 
prior experiences 

with the “extremely 
technical” nature of  
solar projects. He add-
ed ordinances could 
be changed before that 
one-year point, but the 
extension would take 
some pressure off  the 
board.

This was a welcome 
suggestion, as APC 
member Daryl Kram-
er presented a Power-
Point outlining an ag-
gressive timeline for 
a select committee of  
stakeholders and him 
to come up with a plan 
for alternative energy 
system (AES) zoning 
that would be more 
in line with Indiana 
Code 8-1-42 (Default 
Standards for Com-
mercial Solar Energy 
Systems).

Other members of  
the AES work group 
consist of  Connie 
Rosenberger, Traci

(See “SOLAR” pg. 5)

Just two entries in 
Friday afternoon’s 
4-H public speaking 
contest translated 
into both brave young 
speakers earning 
berths at this year’s 
Indiana State Fair.

After a slight de-
lay, three members 
of  this year’s court 
got the event under-
way. Maggie Riffle, a 
10-year member from 
the Whitcomb Boost-
ers club and the 2024 
Franklin County 4-H 
Fair Queen, took the 
microphone first.

Riffle laid out for 
the small crowd all 
the reasons why 4-H 
has been and contin-
ues to be beneficial for 
her growth as a young 
adult. She urged youth 
to become members 
and gain similar con-
fidence that’s helped 

her along her journey. 
Riffle is the daughter 
of  Don and Angie Rif-
fle.

The second and final 
contestant was Saman-
tha Volk, daughter of  
Steve and Sharon Volk 
and second runner-up 
in the queen’s court. 
Volk shared a story 
of  one of  her goats 
recently contracting 
goat polio, she and her 
mother tasked with 
recognizing the symp-
toms and nursing the 
animal back to better 
health.

Following her exit 
from the stage, judges 
Adam Hofer and Em-
ily Mullen deliberated 
briefly before Hofer 
announced Riffle as 
grand champion and 
Volk as reserve grand 
champion. They were 
then joined on stage 
by their fellow court 
for picture time. 
The two ladies then 

(See “DUO” pg. 7)

Will Fehlinger
Copy Editor

Duo Qualifies 
for state fair

Will Fehlinger
Copy Editor

Planning underway to repair 
Duck Creek Aqueduct in Metamora

The severe weather 
that struck Franklin 
County on July 9 dam-
aged the Duck Creek 
Aqueduct in Metamo-
ra. A large tree fell and 
was swept down Duck 
Creek, directly hitting 
the structure’s base. 
The Director of  Com-
munications for the 
Indiana Museums and 

State Historic Sites, 
Carla Knapp, issued the 
following update:

“Planning is under-
way to repair the Duck 
Creek Aqueduct, which 
was damaged during 
the storms that hit our 
area early last week.

Several days of  
heavy rain caused 
flooding along Duck 
Creek, and a large tree 
that was washed down 
the waterway crashed 
into and punctured the 

side of  the aqueduct. 
The hole is currently 
acting as an open gate-
way for water to flow 
out, and as a result, the 
water level of  Whitewa-
ter Canal has dropped 
significantly.

With the help of  the 
Indiana Department of  
Natural Resources, the 
tree was removed and 
our team completed 
an initial assessment 
of  the damage. In the 
coming days, we will 

divert water away from 
the aqueduct and into 
Duck Creek, allowing 
us to temporarily fix 
the hole and restore 
water flow through 
the aqueduct and into 
Whitewater Canal as 
soon as possible. Dur-
ing this closure, we will 
also assess and plan for 
long-term repairs to be 
completed next year.

Please look for up-
dates as the plans prog-
ress.”

Cassie Garrett
Regional Director

FCHS Goalkeeper Dalton Ward returns  
from UDA Summer Tour with extended invitation

Franklin County 
High School (FCHS) 
student and FCHS 
Varsity Soccer player 
Dalton Ward was re-
cently scouted by the 
UDA Soccer Academy 
and given the opportu-
nity to travel to Europe. 
There, he trained at 
Gloucestershire Uni-
versity, a prestigious in-
stitution known for its 
strong soccer program. 
Dalton left on June 27 
and spent 10 days prac-
ticing and playing soc-
cer while being evalu-
ated on his goalkeeping 
skills.

While in Europe, Dal-
ton competed against 
the professional teams 
AFC Cheltenham, Fal-

cons FC, and Glouces-
ter City U18. He also 
experienced the Euro-
pean soccer lifestyle 
and toured the Premier 
League Stadium of  
Wolverhampton Wan-
derers.

“My experience in 
England during my 
UDA Summer Tour was 
something I’ll never 
forget,” Dalton said. “I 
met a lot of  new friends 
and coaches, but the 
most challenging thing 
for me was getting used 
to playing with differ-
ent players and adapt-
ing to their play style. 
My performance in the 
goal was the best per-
formance I’ve ever had. 
The coaching was so 
easy and simple to un-
derstand and I felt like 
I have gotten better as
(See “WARD” pg. 11)

Cassie Garrett
Regional Director
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11 Indiana communities receive training, 
funding through Creative Convergence Program

July
Join us for FCAC’s IGA Cookout on Friday, July 19th from 

10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Money raised will go to scholarships for 
2025 graduating students.

Franklin County Right-To-Life Baby Photo Contest!
At the Franklin County 4-H Fair. Prizes: 1st - $100, 2nd - $75, 

3rd - $50. Entry info: Eligibility – Babies from birth to 18 months 
by July 31st, twins, triplets, etc. count as one entry. 

Blooming Grove Volunteer Fire Department Festival
July 26 & 27. Beer garden, large gun raffle, basket raffle, grand 

prize drawing Saturday night, kids games and jump houses. Fri-
day gun raffle 5-8 p.m. Saturday basket raffle 5-8 p.m. Friday 
pork chop dinner 5-8 p.m. Saturday fried chicken dinner 4-8 p.m. 
Carry outs available both nights. Live music Saturday 8 p.m. – 12 
a.m. featuring Briar Stone Band.

August
The Jacob and Anna (Schuck) Stenger Reunion will be held 

Sunday, August 18th at 12:00 at Holy Guardian Angels School 
Hall, Cedar Grove, IN 47016. Bring a meat and a side dish or 
dessert, your table service and a drink.

Moster-Vannatta Reunion. Sunday, Aug. 18. New location: 
Miller Building, Roberts Park, Connersville, IN 47331. Eat at 12 
p.m. Bring a covered dish, dinnerware, and drinks. Ice provided, 
kitchen assessable. *Bring pictures to share. Contact Karen Mo-
ster Clark 765-265-0774.

September
The FCAC will sponsor the high-energy husband and wife Ger-

man duo, “Polkawagen” on Sept. 27th from 7 to 10 p.m., playing 
at Third Place. More details to come.

November
“The Reindeer Games” will be presented to all students at Mt. 

Carmel School and St. Michael School on Nov. 20 at 9 a.m. and 
1 p.m. as part of our rotating schedule of school performances. 
The two shows will be presented by the Children’s Theatre on Tour.

January
The blockbuster Broadway hit, “Les Miserables” will be per-

formed at the Aronoff Center in January and the Arts Council has 
a block of seats in the Loge to see this extraordinary play. Tickets 
are $126 for the Jan. 18th matinee and can be obtained by call-
ing Patti Wilhelm at 765-309-1473. We plan to have lunch at 
Nicholson’s Restaurant prior to the show.

HAVE A COMMUNITY EVENT TO SHARE?
To submit a community event for publication, send an email 

to info@whitewaterpublications.com.

The Indiana Arts 
Commission an-
nounced that 11 In-
diana communities 
have received training 
and been approved for 
grant funding through 
the Creative Conver-
gence program. Cre-
ative Convergence is 
a program of  the Indi-
ana Arts Commission, 
held in partnership 
with the Indiana Com-
munities Institute at 
Ball State University’s 
Miller College of  Busi-
ness. The program was 
launched in 2023 and 
consists of  a two-day 
training workshop and 
an Early Action Grant 
Program. Teams of  
community members 
representing local gov-
ernment, arts organi-
zations, educational 
institutions, and other 
community- focused 
roles were in atten-
dance.  

The two-day Creative 
Convergence workshop 
was held on April 17th 
and 18 in Lebanon. The 
training focused on 
how to embed arts and 

creativity in communi-
ty and economic plan-
ning and solutions, 
how to work collabora-
tively across sectors, 
and how to effectively 
engage with commu-
nity. 

Following the train-
ing program, commu-
nities had the oppor-
tunity to apply for a 
Creative Convergence 
Early Action grant. 
This grant program 
is designed to allow 
communities to apply 
the learnings from the 
workshop to a project 
that benefits creatives 
and the community. 
Each community will 
receive $10,000 in grant 
funding to support 
their project.  

With the Creative 
Convergence Early Ac-
tion Grant, the City 
of  Martinsville is un-
dertaking a new per-
spective on interactive 
public art with twelve 
existing benches that 
are spread around 
the city.  The city is 
working to improve 
its inclusivity and si-

multaneously elevate 
local artists by creat-
ing murals on these 
public benches.  This 
initiative is a response 
to community surveys 
for interactive, free art 
in already publicly ac-
cessible green spaces. 

The Town of  Rock-
port will utilize the 
Creative Convergence 
Early Action Grant 
to enhance two green 
spaces on their Main 
Street. These green 
spaces will be used for 
concerts, art fairs, city 
events, and also open 
gathering spaces for 
games, activities, and 
photo opportunities. 
The organizers will 
gather input on vari-
ous aspects of  the proj-
ect as a way to involve 
the community and 
gather contact infor-

mation to start an arts 
organization for Rock-
port, with a plan to 
bring creatives togeth-
er to plan and organize 
future arts projects. 

The complete list of  
participating commu-
nities, and their proj-
ects, are as follows:

Brookville, “Small 
Town Pics” 

Gas City, “Historical 
Main Street Tour” 

LaGrange, “La-
Grange, INspired” 

Lebanon, “The Leba-
non Story Booth” 

Martinville, “Mar-
tinsville Public Bench 
Mural Art” 

Rockport, “The Main 
Attraction” 

Rockville, “Main-
Street Mural on Jeffer-
son” 

Shoals, “Re-CREATE-
(See “FUNDING” pg. 5)

Farm Credit Mid-
America and Franklin 
County Fair are excited 
to announce the return 
of  Fight Hunger, Stock 
the Trailer. Presented 
by Farm Credit Mid-
America and spon-
sored by Rural 1st, this 
friendly competition 
helps junior fairs raise 
food donations for lo-
cal food banks across 
Indiana. Now in its 
third year, Fight Hun-
ger, Stock the Trailer 
is just one of  the many 
ways Farm Credit Mid-
America gives back 
to rural communities 

while supporting local 
agriculture.

From July 15 - 20, lo-
cal community mem-
bers are invited to 
bring non-perishable 
food items to the Frank-
lin County Fair. Look 
for Stock the Trailer 
signage at the fair for 
locations to donate.  

At the end of  the fair, 
the total weight of  all 
donations will be calcu-
lated. The top five fairs 
to raise the most food 
throughout the sum-
mer will receive prize 
money, with the grand 
prize being $10,000. 

Each participating 
county fair will receive 
$500. All prize money 
awarded supports local 
junior fair activities, 
including attending 
statewide junior fair 
conferences, invest-
ing in new technolo-
gies, and in some cases, 
purchasing additional 
items for donation.

“We are thrilled to 
partner with Franklin 
County Fair for Stock 
the Trailer,” said Brent 
Ditmars, regional vice 
president for Farm 
Credit Mid-America. 
“This initiative not 

only helps those in need 
within our communi-
ties but also fosters a 
sense of  teamwork and 
giving back among our 
local junior fairs. We 
look forward to see-
ing the impact we can 
make together in 2024.”

Fight Hunger, Stock 
the Trailer is hosted at 
the state level. To learn 
more about which 
counties are partici-
pating in 2024, please 
reach out to Farm 
Credit Mid-America at 
812-663-2454.

Source: Farm Cred-
it, Mid-America

Fight Hunger, Stock the 
Trailer returns to Franklin County Fair
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Frank William 
Thompson, age 84, sadly 
passed away on Friday, 

July 12, 2024.  Born De-
cember 20, 1939, in New 
Carlisle, Ohio, he was the 

Barbara Ruth Rog-
ers, 83, of  Laurel 
passed away Monday, 
July 8, 2024 at Universi-
ty Hospital, Cincinnati.

One of  five children 
of  Charles and Geneve 
Hackworth Johnson, 
Barbara was born in 
Waco, Kentucky on 
November 6, 1940 and 
graduated from Laurel 
High School with the 
class of  1958.

On September 3, 
1960, Barbara married 
Jon Wayne Rogers in 
Laurel.  Mr. Rogers sur-
vives.

For 27 years, Bar-
bara was employed 
as a teacher’s aide for 
Franklin County Com-
munity Schools.  She 
loved her family and 

adored her grandchil-
dren. She was an avid 
gardener and could 
be found in her flower 
bed all summer long. 
Friends and family 
would come for miles 
to eat her home cook-
ing. Her work ethic 
was unmatched, and 
her talents knew no 
bounds.

Barbara was a mem-
ber of  the Metamora 
Church of  God.

Besides her husband 
of  63 years, Jon Wayne 
Rogers, survivors in-
clude three children, 
Brenda Rogers, Jon Wil-
liam Rogers, and Greg 
(Joyce) Rogers, all of  
Laurel; four grandchil-
dren, Shannon (Mike) 
Park of  Everton, Greg-

Nevada June Mul-
lins, 78, went home to 
be with her Lord on 
Thursday, July 11, 2024 
at her residence in 
Laurel. 

A daughter of  Ches-
ter Burch and Flor-
ence Crawley, Nevada 
was born June 10, 1946 
in Connersville. 

In 1965, Nevada mar-
ried James E. Mullins. 
Mr. Mullins passed 
away on February 10, 
2004. 

Nevada was a home-
maker and a member 
of  Lakeview Pentecos-
tal Church. Nevada 
was very active in her 
church and loved to 

spread God’s word. She 
was well loved in her 
community and led 
many people to Jesus. 
In Nevada’s leisure 
time, she enjoyed read-
ing in her bible and 
writing scriptures, 
watching old classic 
movies, gardening and 
working in her yard, 
and spending time 
with her family. 

Survivors include 
three children, Dan-
iel Mullins of  Laurel, 
James (Heather) Mul-
lins Jr. of  Greens-
burg, and Sherry (Bob) 
Blake of  Laurel; 15 
grandchildren, Kayla, 
Sarah, Noah, Hannah, 

Dale E. Beck, 67, 
of  Franklin County, 
passed away Thurs-
day morning, July 11, 
2024 at Margaret Mary 
Health in Batesville.

He was born Febru-
ary 8, 1957 in Wayne 
County, one of  five 
children of  Clinton 
and Joan Railsback 
Beck. That same year, 
he moved with his 
family to a farm in 
Franklin County and 
lived there all his life.

A 1975 graduate of  
Laurel High School, 
he was a lifelong live-
stock and grain farm-
er and truly enjoyed 

the farming life. He 
got a thrill from find-
ing arrowheads dur-
ing farm operations.

Dale was an excep-
tionally friendly soul 
and was liked by ev-
eryone he met. Much 
loved by his family, he 
will be greatly missed 
by his family and 
friends.

Survivors include 
a brother, Loren Beck 
and wife Carol of  
Greensburg; a sister, 
Myrna Allen and hus-
band Dale of  Laurel; 
four nephews; Aaron, 
Jason and Clint Beck 
and Charlie Gregger-

Barbara Ruth Rogers

Nevada June Mullins

Dale E. Beck

ory L. Rogers, Mike 
Rogers, and Jon H. Rog-
ers, all of  Laurel; eight 
great-grandchildren, 
Kylee Thompson, Nata-
niel Thompson, Aden, 
Kaleb, Benjamin, and 
MacKenzie Rogers, Sut-
ton and Margot Rogers; 
two great great grand-
daughters, Corina 
Thompson and Palmer 
Robbins; two brothers,  
Charles (Leta) John-
son, and Mike (Karen) 
Johnson; several niec-
es, nephews and cous-
ins.

Barbara was preced-
ed in death by her par-
ents; and a sister, Joyce 
Lockwood and a broth-
er, Ernest Johnson.   

Funeral services 
were conducted by 
Eric Hopkins at 1 p.m. 

Friday July 12, 202
4                                                in 
Miller, Moster, Robins 
Funeral Home, where 
friends called  until 
the time of  the service. 
Burial was in Laurel 
North Cemetery.

Online condolences 
may be made anytime 
at millermosterrob-
bins.com.

Paid obituary

Meghann, Tyler, Jacob, 
Ashley, Jamie, Britany, 
Kory, Makayla, Robert, 
Matthew, and Adam; 17 
great-grandchildren; 
13 siblings; and many 
nieces and nephews. 

Besides her husband 
of  38 years, James E. 
Mullins, Nevada is 
preceded in death by 
her parents, Chester 
Burch and Florence 
Robinson; her step-
mother, Jean Burch; 
her close sister, Mary 
Glenn, and four other 
siblings.

Friends and fam-
ily visited until the 
time of  service at 1:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, July 
16, 2024, at Miller, Mo-

ster, Robbins Funeral 
Home. Burial followed 
at Laurel North Cem-
etery. 

Online condolences 
may be made anytime 
at millermosterrob-
bins.com.

Paid obituary

son; and many cous-
ins.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
a sister, Marlene Greg-
gerson; and a brother, 
Floyd Beck.

Funeral services 
will be conducted by 
Pastor Mike Hedrick 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 17, 2024 in Miller, 
Moster, Robbins Fu-
neral Home, where 
friends may call from 
11 a.m.until the time 
of  the service. Burial 
will follow in Elkhorn 
Cemetery in Wayne 
County.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 

the James Runyon Me-
morial Fund and on-
line condolences may 
be made anytime at 
millermosterrobbins.
com.  

Paid obituary

Arrest Reports
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office Media Arrest Sum-

mary (Only includes L6 Felony charges and higher, mis-
demeanors not included).

-All persons are considered innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law

Arrest Time/Date: 23:20 7/3/24
Inmate Name: Chaney, Willard C.
Arrest Location: Crestview Drive and Reservoir Road, 

Brookville
Birth Date: 11/27/62
Arrested by: J Uhler
Agency: Indiana State Police
Crime Class: L6
Offense: Possession of Methamphetamine

Arrest Time/Date: 9:46 7/9/24
Inmate Name: Gray, Jacob D.
Arrest Location: Cass Street, Laurel
Birth Date: 2/20/93
Arrested by: G Mehlbauer
Agency: FCSD
Crime Class: L5
Offense: Possession of Methamphetamine

Arrest Time/Date: 21:16 7/6/24
Inmate Name: Wright, Shelly L.
Arrest Location: Arlington Drive, Batesville
Birth Date: 2/13/68
Arrested by: E Back
Agency: Batesville Police Department
Crime Class: L6
Offense: Operating a Vehicle While Intoxicated with 

Prior Conviction, Possession of Methamphetamine

Frank Thompson
son of  William and Mary 
(Eidemiller) Thompson. 
Frank married Jean 
Leising on September 2, 
1995, at St. Louis Catho-
lic Church in Batesville. 
He graduated from Troy 
High School in 1957 and 
attended The Ohio State 
University where he 
was active in the March-
ing Band and later the 
Alumni Marching Band.

Frank was employed 
at Horseshoe Indianapo-
lis in Shelbyville as a 
Grand Ambassador and 
often shared it was his 
favorite job ever.  Frank 
served on the board of  
Shelbyville Chamber of  
Commerce, was a mem-
ber of  both the Colum-

bia Club and Hillcrest 
Country Club and was 
involved in numerous 
Republican clubs.  He 
had the gift of  gab and 
never met a stranger.  
Frank loved his family, 
his job, and politics and 
was known to never for-
get a birthday, a special 
moment, or a fun politi-
cal fact.

He is survived by his 
wife, Jean Leising and 
children: Sharon (Rich) 
Pontius, Susan (Marty) 
Moore, Jill (Jeff) Koch, 
Jennifer (Travis) Whal-
ey, Jeffrey (Liz) Leis-
ing; and sister Joanne 
Smart; and grandchil-
dren: Brian (Megan) 
Moore; Katie (Ben) Ad-

ams; Dana (Josh) Watts; 
Lisa Pontius; Emily and 
David Koch; Kate, Grace 
and Jack Whaley; and 
Olivia, Sophia, and Ma-
son Leising; and five 
great grandchildren.

All are invited to the 
visitation being held 
Thursday, July 18 from 
4:00-7:00 p.m. at Weigel 
Funeral Home in Bates-
ville, Indiana.  A Mass 
will be held at 10:00 a.m. 
Friday, July 19 at St. Lou-
is Catholic Church in 
Batesville with Father 
Shaun Whittington offi-
ciating.  Donations can 
be made to the Margaret 

Mary Health Founda-
tion.  For online condo-
lences, go to www.wei-
gelfh.com.

Paid obituary

More Obituaries on pg. 5

State Rep. Lind-
say Patterson (R-
Brookville) recently 
received appointments 
to serve on key summer 
study committees.

Interim committees 
meet throughout the 
summer and fall to ex-
plore and review policy 
issues and work togeth-
er to identify solutions. 
Patterson will serve 
as a member of  the In-
terim Study Committee 
on Roads and Transpor-
tation and the Interim 
Study Committee on 

Environmental Affairs.
“I look forward to 

serving on these com-
mittees and working 
with my colleagues on a 
number of  issues, and I 
remain focused on find-
ing ways we can con-
tinue to improve roads, 
especially in rural com-
munities like ours,” 
Patterson said. “Taking 
time in the summer and 
fall to study these top-
ics helps us decide if  
new legislation should 
be presented during
(See “STUDY” pg. 5)

Rep. Patterson receives 
summer study committee appointments

State Sen. Jean Leis-
ing (R-Oldenburg) is 
sharing the following 
funeral service infor-
mation for her late hus-
band, Frank Thomp-
son.  

WHAT: There will be 
a visitation on Thurs-
day for Frank Thomp-
son, late husband of  
State Sen. Jean Leising 
(R-Oldenburg), with a 
Mass the following day.  

WHEN: Public visi-
tation – Thursday, July 
18, 4 – 7 p.m. 

Mass – Friday, July 
19, 10 a.m.  

WHO: Open to the 
public 

WHERE: The visita-
tion will be held at Wei-
gel’s Funeral Home in 
Batesville and the Mass 
will be held at St. Lou-
is Catholic Church in 
Batesville.  

Leising announces funeral
service for  frank thompson
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Brookville Redevel-
opment Commission 
met briefly Monday 
evening with vice-pres-
ident Rita Seig conduct-
ing the quorum in the 
absence of  president 
Todd Thackery.

Victoria Bechert of  
Southeastern Indiana 
Regional Planning 
Commission presented 
information about the 
town updating its com-
prehensive plan, also 
giving a general time-
line for its completion.

Funding would come 
from Indiana’s Office of  
Community and Rural 
Affairs (OCRA) in the 
form of  a $50,000 grant 
with a local match of  
$5,556. The next reason-
able grant cycle will be 
for the Nov. 15 applica-
tion deadline.

Estimated dates in-
clude Aug. 7 (required 
engineering procure-
ment language pub-
lished in the news-
paper), first week of  
September (survey 
released to residents 
using Survey Monkey; 
town to approve final 
questions), Sept. 9 (en-
gineering proposals 
due to town adminis-
tration, followed by 
a scoring committee 
evaluation), third week 
in September (inter-
viewing and choosing 
an engineering firm), 
Sept. 30-Oct. 4 (public 

input sessions, both 
morning and evening), 
Oct. 23 (public hearing 
advertised) and Nov. 4 
(public hearing at the 
Brookville Town Coun-
cil meeting).

The town would 
know by Dec. 19 wheth-
er a grant is awarded. 
Funds would be re-
leased in January for 
the purpose of  sign-
ing contracts. Over the 
next year and possi-
bly into 2026, the plan 
would see its adoption 
and a second public 
hearing held.

Seig asked whether 
a full report could be 
made available of  all 
public comments and 
input. Bechert said yes, 
this is called a summa-
ry page that is includ-
ed in the application. 
Town council president 
Bridget Hayes asked if  
the engineers typically 
engaged the communi-
ty as well. The answer 
was again yes, with 
prioritization based 
on categories given 
by OCRA. Hayes also 
queried if  bids some-
times exceeded $50,000. 
Bechert said firms re-
alize that municipali-
ties below 10,000 people 
are eligible for the 50k 
maximum. She added 
that there’s an existing 
list of  firms, though 
the town can suggest 
others.

Hayes gave an up-
date on the future 
sportsplex/pickleball 
complex at 9th and Mill 

streets. Nearly 90% of  
funding (about $605,000 
needed) has been se-
cured through commu-
nity partners for the 
first phase, involving 
pickleball courts. Ex-
pected to launch soon 
is a crowdfunding pro-
gram through the Indi-
ana Housing and Com-
munity Development 
Authority called Creat-
INg Places; this would 
be another fundraising 
method. Over $225,000 
more is needed to begin 
the second phase of  a 
public restroom facil-
ity.

In other items, John 
Estridge moved to pay 
the annual member-
ship fee of  $125 for 
Redevelopment Asso-
ciation of  Indiana. Re-
becca Hamilton second-
ed; it passed 3-0.

A presentation is ex-
pected in August for 
the ongoing marketing 
of  the Franklin County 
school system.

Barnes and Thorn-
burg LLP, Indianapolis, 
released its legislative 
update with laws that 
could impact redevelop-
ment. A couple of  these 
are adopting formal 
rules for behavior of  
meeting attendees, and 
newspaper publication 
rules where a paper is 
published infrequently.

In financials, the 
TIF (Tax Increment 
Finance) fund stood at 
$386,265.48 and operat-
ing fund unchanged at 
$76,231.21.

The annual 
Brookville Chicken 
Festival & Fry Off  is 
making its short debut 
in mid-September of  
this year. This event 
will take place outside 
the courthouse, with 
delicious food, fun 
activities, and great 
music. This year the 
event will welcome a 
Rolling Stones tribute 
band, Tumbling Dice. 
If  you’re a resident of  
Franklin County, re-
side near the town of  
Brookville or simply 

a fan of  fried chicken, 
don’t hesitate to check 
this annual event out 
on Sep. 14th, 2024. 

More information will 
be posted leading up to 
this event…

Jonah Short
intern

A preview of Chicken 
Festival and Fry Off

Short agenda for brc
Will Fehlinger

Copy Editor

Brookville resident 
Gian Carlo DeStefano 
has found what he be-
lieves to be a white 
truffle, here in south-
eastern Indiana. With 
his background on 
foraging and wilder-
ness survival, as well 
as countless hours of  
research, this backs up 
his claim. He has stated 
that the colorization of  
the top of  the truffle is 
what makes it identifi-
able. This is his largest 
find yet, with the truffle 
weighing in at 1 pound, 
10 ounces.

This truffle was 
found on the property 
of  his friend, attached 
to the roots of  a hun-
dred year old oak tree, 
still living and thriv-
ing. It’s not the first 
time he’s found one 

of  these rare truffles. 
DeStefano previously 
found a matching truf-
fle last year, with three 
different harvests of  
them so far.

What really makes 
this find so interesting 
is how hard it is to find, 
then grow the truffles. 
The most common way 
to find them is with ei-
ther a “truffle hog” or 
a “truffle dog,” which 
are trained to sniff  and 
find the elusive edible 

fungus. Growing them 
proves to be even more 
difficult than finding 
them, as to replant re-
quires a series of  dif-
ficult and luck-based 
sequences.

DeStefano is cur-
rently having a mycolo-
gist (expert in fungi) 
confirm the genus of  
the truffle. If  it comes 
back as the specific 
white truffle, it could 
be worth up to $250 per 
ounce!

Brookville resident discovers White Truffle? 
Elijah Dean

intern

Elijah Dean
intern

A summer day isn’t 
complete without a 
cookout! Brookville 
IGA hosts two, which 
support the Franklin 
County Arts Council on 
Friday July 19 and the 
Remember Chris Smith 
Inc on Saturday, July 
20. Like all IGA cook-
outs, both run from 
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Franklin County 
Arts Council sponsors 
a variety of  programs 
featuring music, art, 
dance, literature, and 
much more. However, 
this cookout sponsors 
their scholarship for 
the class of  2025. Each 
recipient is asked to 
“pay it forward” by 
helping out at the cook-
out for the next year’s 
recipient. This year, 
2024 recipient Amelia 
Crawford will be assist-
ing. Their cookout is 

Friday, July 19.
Remember Chris 

Smith Inc is a non-profit 
with the goal to extend 
a helping hand to the 
community through 
the Chris Smith Memo-
rial Scholarship and 
their donations to oth-
er non-profits or those 
in the community who 
have found themselves 
in hard times. To sup-
port the memory of  
Chris Smith, go to their 
cookout on Saturday, 
July 20.

IGA Cookouts: FC Arts Council, 
Remember Chris Smith, Inc.  

As the restoration of  
several buildings along 
Main Street continues, 
the progress is moving 
forward easily and sev-
eral are nearly complete. 
As these are mainly face 
restorations, most of  
the work so far can be 
seen at Hilltop, Knights 
of  Columbus, Burkhart 
Building, and KOI.

Right now, there has 
been new siding, win-
dows, shutters, trim 
work, and a new main 

entrance door for Hill-
top. Burkhart Building 
have received new caulk 
and power washing, 
door trimming, and win-
dows.

There are seven build-

ings along Main Street 
currently undergoing 
restorations as part of  
the PreservINg Main 
Street Facade Grant. 
They are

(See “GRANT” pg. 11)

Facade restoration progress update  
Cheyenne Lance

Lead Staff Writer
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Herbert Francis 
Rosenberger, age 81, 
of  Brookville, passed 
away Thursday, July 
11th, 2024.  Born Febru-
ary 7, 1943, in Franklin 
County, he was the Son 
of  Otto A. and Clara 
J. Sauerland Rosen-
berger.  He married Ro-
berta Race on May 30, 
1964, at St. Michael’s 
in Brookville, she pre-
ceded in death on July 
16, 2006.                             

Herbert was a life-
long carpenter and 
most of  his life worked 
with Lambert Home 
Building, Monroe Ma-
sonry and was also well 
known to help others 
with home repairs.

Herbert loved watch-
ing others coming in 
and out of  52 pik-up, 
NAPA and Tom’s Sales 
and Service.  He also en-
joyed watching sports 
and motorcar racing on 
TV.  He was also known 
to patrol the roads in 

his red GMC truck on a 
regular basis to ensure 
everyone was driving 
within the speed limit 
in town.

Those surviving who 
will honor Herbert’s 
memory include sis-
ters Joyce and (Neil) 
Lambert of  Bloom-
ing Grove, Donna and 
(Louie) Gesell of  St. 
Peters, Karen and (Jeff) 
Weir of  Eaton, Ohio 
and many nieces and 
nephews.  Besides his 
parents and wife, Ro-
berta, he was preceded 
in death by brother Don 
Rosenberger, sisters 
Janet Miller, Alberta 
“Bertie” Smith, Shirley 
Helms and Phyllis Ried-
man.   

A Mass of  Christian 
Burial was held on 
Tuesday July, 16, 2024 
at 11 a.m. at St. Mi-
chael’s in Brookville.  
Burial followed in St. 
Michael’s Cemetery.  
Friends visited at Cook 

Herbert Rosenberger

Rosenberger Funeral 
Home 929 Main St. 
Brookville, IN 47012.  

Memorial contribu-
tions can be directed to 
National Fraternal Or-
der of  Police 701 Marri-
ott Drive Nashville, TN 
37214  or Franklin Coun-
ty Humane Society  PO 
Box 272 Brookville, In-
diana 47012.

To sign the online 
guestbook or to leave 
a personal condolence, 
please visit www.cook-
rosenberger.com.  The 
staff  of  Cook Rosen-
berger Funeral Home 
is honored to care for 
the family of  Herbert 
Rosenberger. 

Paid obituary

session.”
Legislators will 

hear testimony from 
the public, various ex-
perts and stakehold-
ers as they work on 
bill recommendations 
ahead of  the budget 
session in January.

The 2024 legislative 
interim study com-
mittee assignments 
and other legislative 
appointments for 
House members can 
be found here. Visit 
iga.in.gov for the 
list of  study commit-

tee topics. Commit-
tee hearings, which 
typically occur at 
the Statehouse in In-
dianapolis, can be 
viewed live online on 
the General Assem-
bly’s website located 
at iga.in.gov. 

Study Continued from Page 3

ing Overlook Park” 
Spencer, “Sweet 

Owen River Arts 
Park” 

Union City, “Union 
City Arts Project 
Pitch Competition 
and Delivery” 

W a s h i n g t o n , 
“Building Deeper 
Appreciation for the 

Arts in Daviess Coun-
ty” 

Read about each of  
the Creative Conver-
gence Early Action 
Grant Projects. 

Participating com-
munities were iden-
tified and invited to 
participate in the pro-
gram by the Indiana 

Arts Commission. If  
your community is 
interested in learning 
more about partici-
pating in the future, 
please contact Lydia 
Campbell-Maher, IAC 
Communities Servic-
es Manager, at Lcamp-
bellmaher@iac.in.gov. 

Source: FCCF

Funding Continued from Page 2

On July 14, former 
President Donald 
Trump announced U.S. 
Senator J.D. Vance of  
Ohio would be his run-
ning mate as he seeks to 
make his return to the 
White House. 

“After lengthy delib-
eration and thought, 
and considering the 
tremendous talents of  
many others, I have de-
cided that the person 
best suited to assume 

the position of  Vice 
President of  the United 
States is Senator J.D. 
Vance of  the Great 
State of  Ohio,” Trump 
said on his Facebook 
Page. “J.D. honorably 

served our Country in 
the Marine Corps, grad-
uated from Ohio State 
University in two years, 
Summa Cum Laude, 
and is a Yale Law School 
Graduate, where he 
was Editor of  The Yale 
Law Journal and Presi-
dent of  the Yale Law 
Veterans Association. 
J.D.’s book, “Hillbilly 
Elegy,” became a Major 
Best Seller and Movie 
as it championed the 
hardworking men and 
women of  our Coun-
try. J.D. has had a very
(See “VANCE” pg. 11)

Donald Trump announces  Senator J.D. Vance

of Ohio as running mate
Cassie Garrett

Regional Director

Robinson, David Man-
nix, former commis-
sioner Eric Roberts, 
Terry Duffy from the 
Board of  Zoning Ap-
peals and Purdue 
Extension educator 
Veronica Bullock. 
Multiple members 
are landowners in the 
Bath/Springfield area 
where solar fields are 
desired on 1,500 acres 
of  prime agricultural 
land. Kramer asked 
for additional volun-
teers to step forward 
during the process if  
they wished.

Kramer began with 
the problem at hand, 
that there’s no cur-
rent strategy in FC’s 
Comprehensive Plan 
for future uses of  A1 
and A2 (Agricultural1 
& 2), of  which there’s 
approximately 35,000 
acres in the county; 
this would make fu-
ture rezoning deci-
sions more difficult.

One slide outlined 
the importance of  lo-
cal government’s de-
cisions in farmland 
preservation, noting 
Indiana is a “home 
rule” state. Another 
showed Indiana Farm 
Bureau’s support of  
proactive research 
into, and development 
of, renewable energy 
sources.

The action plan is 
to incorporate state 
standards, have APC 
review and amend, 
if  necessary, after re-
ceiving public feed-
back and send final 
recommendations to 
commissioners upon 
APC’s approval.

Discussion on the 
committee ensued. 
Rob Seig confirmed 
that a quorum would 
be needed whenever 
the group met. Todd 
Raible asked whether 
the meetings would 
be public. Wesling ad-
vised this, saying the 
board could prevent 
uninvolved members 
of  the public from in-
terrupting the meet-
ing with questions 
or comments. In his 
experience, Wesling 
said “solar, wind and 
chickens” get the 
most attention from 
concerned residents.

President Robert 
Braun asked if  some-
one from the solar per-
spective – or in favor 
of  such – should be 
invited to the commit-
tee. Kramer said he’s 
open to different view-
points. Braun then 
moved to sanction the 
committee, adding his 
motion wouldn’t auto-
matically approve any 
findings. Kramer sec-
onded and it passed 
unanimously.

Kramer added a mo-
tion to forward the 
letter requesting a 
one-year moratorium, 
along with a sample 
ordinance, to com-
missioners. Christine 
Rains seconded and 
motion carried.

Earlier, there were 
a pair of  additional 
public hearings that 
were relatable to so-
lar installations. The 
first was a longtime 
issue involving chap-
ters of  technical stan-
dards being added to 
the county’s storm-
water ordinance; the 
second concerned nat-
ural screening sur-
rounding potential 
solar fields.

Seig had just attend-
ed a two-day stormwa-
ter conference at Pur-
due, learning more 
about the importance 
of  erosion and sedi-
ment control and wa-
ter runoff. He said 
locally, there’d been a 
constructive meeting 
with the APC’s Tech-
nical Advisory Com-
mittee that also had 
commissioner Gerald 
Wendel, Wesling and 
the commissioners’ 
attorney present. Pur-
due has stormwater 
standards that may be 
adopted by all 92 Indi-
ana counties, though 
geared toward those 
with at least 50,000 
residents.

Seig added that this 
would also affect how 
applications are han-
dled. They would go 
directly to APC execu-
tive director Kaitlin 
Sterwerf  rather than 
through FC’s Drain-
age Board. By attor-
ney recommendation, 
the opportunity for 
including a waiver 
clause would also be 
stricken; this would 
create a level play-
ing field for all appli-
cants.

Reservoir Road res-
ident Carla Hacker 
spoke again of  want-
ing thorough review 
of  the proposed sew-
er extension project 
north of  Brookville, 
protecting all resi-
dents and not just 
those in proposed sub-
divisions. She then 
asked if  the drainage 
board would be dis-
mantled; Seig said no. 
The board would still 
regulate drains in 
Springfield and Bath 
townships that affect 
crop fields, with him 
serving as liaison in 
those matters.

Hacker expressed 
concern that if  com-
missioners have the 
final vote, the waiver 
clause could be rein-
stated. Seig thought 

it possible but unlike-
ly. Kramer moved to 
send a favorable rec-
ommendation of  the 
updated ordinance 
to commissioners; 
Raible seconded, mo-
tion carried.

Landscaping stan-
dards related to solar 
screening were next. 
Kramer wanted to see 
language that set vi-
sual Level 3 natural 
screening year-round 
to improve aesthetics 
of  a potential solar 
field. It would be at 
least 10 feet in height 
on a strip of  land-
scaped grounds at 
least 10 feet wide and 
encompass the entire 
solar installation. 
Braun said 10 feet 
may not be enough on 
a hillside. Robinson 
spoke from the audi-
ence, saying only flat 
land is being consid-
ered for solar at this 
time. 

Kramer moved to 
send a favorable rec-
ommendation to com-
missioners on this 
language change; Seig 
seconded, motion car-
ried.

The backend of  the 
meeting was extended 
by a verbal request for 
a garage addition to 
a home owned by M. 
Steven Amrhein and 
Catherine Amrhein 
at 22081 Water Street, 
Oldenburg. The cou-
ple presented to the 
board directly rather 
than applying for a 
variance. At issue was 
the fact that a 25-foot 
setback was original-
ly established in that 
Oldenburg subdivi-
sion, but the county 
now requires it to be 
35 feet.

The board argued 
whether a platted 
subdivision’s rules 
should supersede the 
county’s zoning code. 
Wesling cautioned 
against this being the 
accepted rule. He said 
the couple had three 
options; one was talk-
ing directly to the di-
rector for her opinion 
on whether a vari-
ance was required, 
another was applying 
for a variance with 
the APC and a third 
was getting on the 
next BZA agenda for a 
hearing.

Briefly discussed 
were use of  shipping 
containers on private 
property, as well as 
an update on viola-
tions. Kramer moved 
to allow Sterwerf  
and Wesling to pur-
sue litigation against 
three landowners who 
hadn’t rectified their 
situations. Seig sec-
onded, motion passed.

Solar Continued from Page 1
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Runners continue
battling summer heat
Area runners and 

walkers had a couple 
5K choices on a hot Sat-
urday, July 13. The Can 
You Get Away 5K was 
run in Rushville while 
St. Leon hosted the Tro-
jan Trot.

Tate Martz, 41 of  
Rushville, won the 
Rush County event in a 
time of  23:34.8. Coming 
in second was Hudson 
Schutz, 15 of  Rushville, 
crossing in 24:22.7. 
Drew Smith, 28 of  In-
dianapolis, took third 
in 25:05.8. No local run-
ners were entered ac-
cording to results.

The Trojan Trot 
was the second leg of  
Stuart Road Racing’s 
Southeast Indiana Rac-
ing Circuit. Winning 
was Benjamin Riehle, 
18 of  Sunman (17:11). 
Lawrenceburg’s Bryan 
Wagner, 40, was runner-
up (17:46) and Chayce 
Helms, 22 of  Harrison, 
Ohio, was third (18:13). 

Isaac Trossman, 17 

of  Oldenburg, was 10th 
(19:56). Abrah Hiltz, 15 
of  West Harrison, ran 
11th (20:19). Callie Bent-
ley, 16 of  Brookville, 
was first among the 15-
16 girls (20:34). Other 
area finishers were 
Mason Graham, 44 of  
Oldenburg (21:18), Chad 
Ryan, 44 of  W. Harri-
son (21:35), A. Black, 9 
of  Oldenburg (22:51), 
Jacob Scudder, 16 of  W. 
Harrison (23:01), Car-
lee Black, 46 of  Olden-
burg (23:08), Elizabeth 
Beetz, 15 of  W. Harrison 
(27:34), Carrie Bentley, 
45 of  Brookville (27:53), 
B. Black, 7 of  Olden-
burg (28:35), Sean Wiwi, 
33 of  W. Harrison (29:04) 
and Alicia Beetz, 36 of  
W. Harrison (58:09).

The annual 4-mile 
Liberty Freedom Run 
was held July 6 over 
the holiday weekend. 
The overall winner 
was Adam Arndt, 21 
of  Connersville, whose 
chip time was 23:38.9. 

In second was Liberty’s 
Tanner Paddock, 15, 
with a time of  25:19.2. 
John Wesler, 37 of  Lib-
erty, took the bronze in 
25:49.4. 

Rose Roberts, 38 of  
Brookville, finished in 
37:37.4 which was good 
for first among females 
35-39. Hannah Hack-
ney, 34 of  Bath, fin-
ished in 41:14.8. Jodie 
Lamping, 33 of  W. Har-
rison, ran it in 41:48.4. 
Ruth Rowlett, 57 of  
Brookville, walked in 
1:08.05; she was joined 
by Nicole Collins, 46 of  
Brookville, in 1:08.06, 
Renee Ertel, 53 of  Ce-
dar Grove, in 1:09.14 
and Nichole Grant, 48 
of  Laurel, in 1:09.15.

Earlier this summer, 
Hiltz was 7th (20:27) 
at the Rushville Lions 
Pride 5K on June 29 
(20:1). 

The next SIRC race 
is Saturday in Aurora 
to support South Dear-
born cross country.

Will Fehlinger
Sports Editor

photo Will Fehlinger

Franklin County’s Brady Brunemann (44), Bodey Kruthaupt (34), Max Foster (23) 
and Brady Taylor (33) wrap up the ball carrier.

photo Will Fehlinger

Quinn Gillman hands to Mason Wewe at Thursday’s scrimmage vs. Milan.
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Flower Crowns: Make your own flower crown with artificial 
flowers. July 17 at Brookville Library at 10 a.m. July 18 at Laurel 
Library at 5 p.m. 

Minecraft Challenge: Test your Minecraft skills in a 1-hour 
creative mode challenge. Details will be given at the start of  the 
challenge.  Feel free to bring your own devices and/or login infor-
mation! July 19 at Laurel Library at 10 a.m. 

Onward Movie and Diamond Art: Teenage brothers go on a 
quest to spend one more day with their late father.  Their journey 
is full of  puzzles and magic!  Create your own diamond art sticker 
after the movie! July 19 at Laurel Library at 12 p.m.  

Fire Starter: Fire made easy! Join us in making easy fire start-
ers for camping or outdoor fun. July 22 at Brookville Library at 
4:30 p.m. and July 23 at Laurel Library at 4:30 p.m.

Stories in the Dark: Join us for several spooky stories in the 
dark! July 23 at Brookville Library at 10 a.m. for spooky picture 
books, and at 2 p.m. for chapter books. July 25 at Laurel Library at 
5 p.m. for spooky picture and chapter books. 

Library Board: The FCPLD library board will meet at Brookville 
Library on July 23 at 6 p.m.. The public is welcome to attend. 

Monsters Inc. Movie and Door Decoration: One of  the top 
scarers in the company and his scare assistant run into big prob-
lems when a tiny human follows them through an open door into 
the world of  monsters.  Paint your own door decoration after the 
movie! July 26 at Laurel Library at 12 p.m. 

Potion Making: Join us in our advanced potion-making course 
where you can choose to make sand, scent, or a random potion of  
your own. July 29 at Brookville Library at 4:30 p.m.

Harry Potter Book and Movie Trivia: Test your Harry Potter 
knowledge in our trivia game.  The winner takes home the prize! 
July 30 at 1 p.m. at Brookville Library.

Wand Making: Make your wand unique to you! Join us in creat-
ing one-of-a-kind wands that double as pencils! July 30 at Laurel 
Library at 4:30 p.m. 

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone Movie and Cake: 
Watch the first movie and enjoy a piece of  cake to celebrate Harry 
Potter’s birthday! July 31 at 1 p.m. at Brookville Library. 

Learn ASL on Mango Languages: Mango Languages now of-
fers American Sign Language (ASL) courses through its platform. 
Patrons can model native ASL signers, learn at their speed, use a 
magic mirror feature that allows for visual comparison to check 
for accuracy, and many other features. These practical lessons 
will enable patrons to carry on basic ASL conversations. These 
courses can be accessed via the Mango Languages app or our web-
site fclibraries.org.  

Dungeons and Dragons: Take role-play gaming to the next lev-
el with Calloway and Tiffany as your Dungeon Masters. Calloway 
hosts an 18+ D&D on the first and third Mondays of  the month. 
Tiffany hosts teen D&D on Thursdays. All D&D events take place 
at Brookville Library at 5:30 p.m. 

Jr. Crafters: Create with us! In this weekly program, we’ll ex-
plore art through various mediums. It is recommended for ages 9 
and up. Fridays at 4:30 p.m. at Laurel Library.  

StoryWalks®: The StoryWalk® continues at Brookville’s Town 
Park, the Mounds State Rec Area’s Wildlife Wander Trail, and the 
Yellow Bank Trailhead.  Each trail features a picture book, en-
courages literacy, physical activity, and spending time outdoors, 
and is perfect for families of  all ages!  The StoryWalk® Project 
was created by Anne Ferguson of  Montpelier, VT, and developed 
in collaboration with the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. StoryWalk® is 
a registered service mark owned by Ms. Ferguson.

Brookville’s Totspot Storytime: Mrs. Herbert conducts story 
times at 10 a.m. on Mondays. Check our Facebook page for updates.

24/7 Wi-Fi: Please feel free to utilize the Wi-Fi provided 24/7 in 
our parking lots in Brookville and Laurel.  

Wowbrary: Subscribe to Wowbrary, the library’s weekly news-
letter. Stay up to date on new materials and library programs. To 
subscribe, visit our website at fclibraries.org and enter your email 
address under the rotating banners. 

conferred with the judges, who provided constructive critique and well 
wishes for the state competition.

The state fair in Indianapolis runs from Aug. 2-18.

Duo Continued from Page 1

photo by Will Fehlinger

Maggie Riffle, center earns grand champion in public speaking. From left are 
Miss Congeniality Kell Glardon, reserve grand champion Samantha Volk, Riffle, 3rd-
runner-up Julie Jacob and 1st-runner-up Rose Schwab.
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Edwin May was an archi-
tect. Primarily based out 
of  Indianapolis, May was 
one of  the most prominent 
first-generation architects 
working in the Hoosier 
state. Why is he important to 
Franklin County? Because, 
his career as an architect is 
believed to have started here 
with his original design of  

the 1852 Franklin County courthouse. 
According to the Encyclopedia of  Indianapolis (published 1994) May served as the 

contractor of  the former Johnson County Courthouse in Franklin, Indiana designed 
by John Elder in 1849, but it wasn’t until he designed the Franklin County Courthouse 
in Brookville that his career as an architect began.

The same year May had 
the Franklin County Court-
house contract, he also de-
signed two other Indiana 
courthouses, those in Sul-
livan and Shelby counties. 
Over the course of  his ca-
reer, he is known for a vari-
ety of  buildings including 
several county courthouses, 
schools, asylums (the most 
famous of  which being the 
Central State Hospital for 
the Insane), and the Indiana 
Statehouse which he did not 
live to see completed.  

At the time of  his death 
in 1880, May was noted as 
“one of  Indianapolis’ best 
professional men in this 
line…”  May was only in his 
50s when he passed away.

For a relatively well-
known Indiana architect, 
there is very little readily 
available information about 
May. In over a hundred 
years-worth of  The Indiana 
Magazine of  History, May is 
only mentioned in one ar-
ticle, and simply in passing, 
in the December 1954 issue. 
It was written by Eva Drae-
gert as part of  her Ph.D. dis-
sertation at Indiana Univer-
sity.

Draegert claimed….Ed-
win May designed the Bates 
Block on North Pennsylva-
nia Street in Indianapolis in 
1875 using lots of  iron for its 
façade and construction. She said “May designed this building in ‘the French style of  
architecture’; it was thought to be the introduction of  the style into the United States.” 

As a student of  architecture, I find that claim extremely interesting. If  May really 
did have the foresight to introduce the French style to our country, I think that’s a sig-
nificant Hoosier contribution to United States history. 

In the booklet, Early Architects and Builders of  Indiana (published 1935), May was 
credited as a versatile and 
active architect and builder 
- especially during the 1850s. 
This reference also claimed, 
“In connection with his 
work on county buildings 
May became patentee of  an 
iron jail, in the arrangement 
of  which, as he described it 
in an advertisement, there 
was always an iron grating 
between the prisoners and 
the keeper.”  May’s obituary 
claimed he was also a pat-
ent holder on the iron lathe 
used in the Marion County 
Courthouse.

By the 1870s May was 
more than just a well-
known designer of  Indiana 
courthouses. According to 
indyencyclopedia.org, in 
1877, the Hamilton County 
courthouse in Noblesville 
was “his last project of  this 
kind. This building which 
has been called ‘one of  the 
most lucid expressions of  
the classical French Renais-
sance mode to have seen 
constructed in the Mid-
west,’ played an important 
role in his development of  

the design of  the State House.” 
In 1878, May’s design for a new Indiana State House was chosen from 27 entries. Con-

struction began in August of  that year. Around the same time, May became ill and trav-
eled south to Florida to recuperate. While in Florida he died in 1880, leaving the State 
House project to be completed by Adolph Scherrer, another architect in his office. 

May was from Boston, Massachusetts. He was born there in 1823 and eventually 
moved to Indiana with his father, who was a carpenter. Edwin learned the trade and 
worked as a carpenter for about eight years and studied architecture, albeit informally, 
as gleaned from the lack of  materials regarding his formal education. May did numer-
ous contracting jobs for many years, but apparently it wasn’t until 1852 that his new 
career as an architect took hold. 

If  May designed the Franklin County courthouse in 1852 - did he design anything 

else in Franklin County? 
Locally written informa-
tion about May is practi-
cally non-existent. He’s only 
mentioned in passing in 
two of  the standard county 
histories.

Reifel’s Franklin County 
History claims May was the 
designer of  the main asy-
lum building at the Frank-
lin County Poor Farm. May 
was paid 10 dollars for his 
drawings and services, and 
on Aug. 14, 1856, a contract 
was let to May for the con-
struction of  the asylum 
building, which was sup-
posed to cost  $5,150 to build. 
The County History, which 
was published in 1915, 
claimed “This building was 
so well constructed that it is 
still standing and bids fair 
to render good service for 
many years to come.”

During the many years I 
have worked at the library, I 
recall someone mentioning 
to me that they thought May 
also designed the Presbyte-
rian churches at Brookville 
and Mt. Carmel. I wish I 

could prove that true, but where that proof  is documented in writing, I still cannot lo-
cate at this time.

I did find a Mt. Carmel history compiled by Mrs. John A. Craig in 1924, and she 
claimed, “In 1867 the old 
building [Mt. Carmel Pres-
byterian church] was torn 
down and a new church 
built. She said that the ar-
chitect and builder was Mr. 
Simonson.” Nothing about 
anyone named Edwin May 
was mentioned.

Regarding the old Presby-
terian church on 6th Street 
in Brookville, an obscure 
article in The Democrat 
went on to say, “The first 
attempt to build a church 
structure near the present 
site of  St. Michael’s church 
in 1816 failed, and it was not 

until 1840 when the Presbyterians purchased the brick church in the [old Brookville] 
cemetery that they had a permanent church home. This was used until the present 
structure on Sixth Street was dedicated June 21, 1852.” Construction of  this church was 
started in May of  1848, which would have been four years before May designed our 
courthouse. 

While both Franklin County Presbyterian churches are similar in style and prob-
ably a style May would have embraced, and are within the realm of  May’s working 
time frame, I still have not found anything in writing substantiating that May did have 
a hand in building or designing either or both churches. So the old courthouse and the 
poor farm’s main building are the only confirmed Edwin May Franklin County struc-
tures to date, unless you can help me prove otherwise.

The 1882 Atlas discusses  
May’s position as architect 
of  the courthouse and ob-
viously the narrator didn’t 
like May’s style as he said, 
“…the court house was of  
the Italian flat-roofed or-
der, not pleasing to the eye, 
and gave some trouble from 
leakage.” 

So, to bring you up to 
speed - why did Franklin 
County need a new court-
house in 1852? A new court-
house was necessitated as a 
result of  a fire that started 
across the street from it and 
spread, doing irreparable 
damage to the earliest brick 
courthouse.

In June of  1852, the coun-
ty commissioners hired May “to entertain propositions for the erection of  a suitable 
courthouse corresponding with the wealth and status of  this county.” Construction on 
the foundation began in September 1852. By June of  1853 the foundation was complete 
and in October 1855 the courthouse was officially dedicated. It took over three years 
after the destructive fire and eventual hiring of  May to get the new Franklin County 
courthouse in place.

The building stood for about 22 years with relatively no problems except for the flat 
roof  leaking. It was then in 1877 when disaster struck. The county commissioners were 
tired of  dealing with the leaky roof  so they hired contractors to fix the problem. How-
ever, it seems the contractors caused a much more serious issue. Long story short, mas-
sive amounts of  repair materials and the materials they were removing to fix the leaks 
were piled on top of  the already compromised flat roof. The excessive weight caused the 
courthouse roof  to collapse.

You know that I love photographs more than any written word, and a few years ago, 
John Newman made some intriguing comments to me about photos of  this catastroph-
ic event. I’m not sure what his source was but he said he discovered a statement from 
the time claiming, “Mr. Ed B. Mason, our wide awake photographer, no sooner than the 
dust had settled has made two sets of  photographs of  the courthouse. These include 
stereopticon size and three 8” x 10” showing views under the ruins, from the top of  the 
ruins, and the damage to the whole building.”

Believe it or not, examples of  these rare 1877 images have surfaced over the years. 
Both the Franklin County Historical Society and John Newman had at least one origi-
nal in their collections. Fortunately, John let the library scan his, for since his passing, 
this exceptional almost 150-year-old photo has disappeared. 

(See “HISTORY” pg. 11)

Who was Edwin May?

From the Indiana Sentinel of March 16, 1848.

One of the oldest known photos of any Franklin Coun-
ty building is of the Edwin May designed courthouse. 
It was photographed by T.W. Cowey. Though it has a 
handwritten date of 1864, the year it was taken was 
probably more like 1869.  May’s 1852 Franklin County 
courthouse design has been categorized as both Nor-
man and Italian styles of architecture. Franklin County 
Historical Society collection.

Southeast view of the 1877 courthouse roof collapse. 
John Newman collection (scan only), FCPLD.

Northeast view of the 1877 courthouse roof collapse. 
Franklin County Historical Society collection.

Edwin May’s 1856 design of the main building at 
the county asylum, aka the Franklin County Poor Farm.

Don Dunaway collection, FCPLD.

Edwin May’s original 1852 design was altered in the 
late 1870s and looked like this until 1910.



9July 17, 2024

10 YEAR FC 
4-H MEMBER
Corbin Henson, 

a member of  East 
Franklin Flyers 
and attended FCHS 
schools. He is the son 
of  Chris and Henson. 
His favorite memory 
is camping for the 
4-H fair, and he urges 

new members to be 
themselves and just 
have fun. His biggest 
inspiration is his sis-
ter, as she’s always 
there to support him. 
Corbin also states he 
loves being outside 
and enjoying nature.

photo by Elijah Dean

MCS 4th Grader Jaycie Weiss Hettersimer with her show pigs, Timon and Pumbaa.

photo by Elijah Dean

Abbigale Donathan pictured with 4th Overall Heifer Winner.

Franklin County 4H fair  underway

photo by Elijah Dean

The Commercial Lamb Show was held on Monday, July 15.

photo by Cheyenne Lance

Fair-goers eagerly wait in line for ride wristbands on Monday.
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HELP WANTED
Drivers wanted, class A CDL, 
clean driving record, expe-
rience a plus, hourly pay. 
Kopp’s Turkey Sales, 513-
367-4133.                        (3-tfc)
-----------------------------------
Whitewater Processing, LLC 
accepting applications for full 
and part time positions. Com-
petitive wages, weekly pay 
and bonuses. Call Monday-
Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 513-
367-4133.         (3-tfc)
-----------------------------------
Southeastern Career Center is 
looking to hire the following:
Position: Instructional Aide
Application Deadline: Until 
Filled
Please apply online https://

www.sccusa.org/page/em-
ployment
You need to submit a non-cer-
tified application and resume 
to Ashley Powers at arpow-
ers@sccusa.org 
Any questions please call 
812.689.5253 X 222 “ (29-
2tc)
-----------------------------------
Help Wanted. We would like a 
middle aged lady who wants 
something to do to come to 
Oxford and take care of an 
elderly couple. To do house 
work and other things we can-
not do. Call 513-593-1222. 
References required. (29-4tp)
-----------------------------------

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Antiques & Collect-

ibles Or Almost Anything Of 
Value. Will Buy One Item Or 
Whole Estate Or Collection. 
Willing To Root Through 
Barns, Basements, Etc. One 
Mans Junk Is Another Mans 
Treasure. Call or Text Mike 
Anytime 765-309-8670 (14-
26tp)
-----------------------------------

GARAGE/YARD SALE
Garage Sale. July 17th, 18, 
and 19th. 560 East 6th St. 
Brookville, IN. (29-1tp)
-----------------------------------
Yard Sale. House goods, baby 
and kids stuff, misc items. Fri-
day and Saturday, 7/19-7/20 
from 8am-3pm. In Whitcomb, 
10009 Market Street. 
----------------------------------

Sale. 712 Long St. Brookville, 
IN. Saturday and Sunday 
7/20-7/21 9am-2pm. All new 
items from DG and Amazon. 
Rain or Shine, most under 
cover. (29-1tp)
-----------------------------------

FOR SALE
For Sale. 1.7 acres overlook-
ing Whitewater River. Call 
513-766-1943. (29-1tp)
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History Continued from Page 8

STATE OF INDIANA		
IN THE FRANKLIN CIRCUIT 
COURT
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN 	
CAUSE NO. 24C01-2407-EU-000374
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION OF THE ESTATE OF 
JAMES A. HYDE, DECEASED

 NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
 Notice is hereby given that on 

the 1st day of July, 2024, Pamela A. 
Barton appointed Personal Repre-
sentative of the Estate of James A. 
Hyde, who died May 22, 2024 

All persons having claims 

against said estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court, 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice of administration, or within 
(9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.  

Dated at Brookville, Indiana, 
this 1st day of July, 2024.

Neysa R. Raible
Clerk of the Franklin Circuit 

Court of Franklin County, Indiana
                                             28-2tpD                        

hspaxlp

TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL INTEREST-
ED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of 

a decree to me, directed from the 
Clerk of Franklin Court in Cause 
No. 24C01-2403-MF-000141, where-
in LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, 
LLC was Plaintiff, and DERRICK A. 
PFLUM were Defendants, requir-
ing me to make the sum as provide 
for in said Decree, with interest and 
costs, I will expose at public sale 
to the highest bidder on the 27th 
day of August, 2024,  at the hour of 
10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as 
possible, at 371 Main St, Brookville, 
IN 47012, the fee simple of the 
whole body of Real Estate in Frank-
lin County, Indiana, described as 
follows:

LOT NO. TWENTY-TWO (22) 
IN W. W. BUTLER’S PLAT OF 
BUTLER’S RUN ADDITION TO 
THE TOWN OF BROOKVILLE, 
INDIANA. 

More Commonly Known as: 118 
Connersville Ave, Brookville, IN 
47012

Parcel No: 24-10-20-334-004.000-
004

Together with rents, issues, and 
profits hereof, said will be made 
without relief from valuation or ap-
praisement laws.

Subject to all liens, encum-
brances and easements of record 
not otherwise extinguished in 
the proceedings known as Cause 
No 24C01-2403-MF-000141 in the 
Franklin County Court.

Jason E. Duhn
ATTORNEY NO 26807-06
Diaz Anselmo & Associates, 

LLC
P.O. BOX 19519
Fort Lauderdale FL 33318	
Peter Cates
Sheriff of Franklin County
Brookville Township	
118 Connersville Ave, 

Brookville, IN 47012
Street Address
The Sheriff’s Department does 

not warrant the accuracy of the 
street published herein.

SERVICE DIRECTED TO:	
DERRICK A. PFLUM
118 CONNERSVILLE AVE
BROOKVILLE, IN 47012
Type of Service: Personal or 

Copy
                                             29-3tcD                        

hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA		
IN THE FRANKLIN CIRCUIT 
COURT
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN 	
CAUSE NO. 24C01-2404-EU-000328
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF 
ROXANNE BROWN, DECEASED
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION 
Notice is hereby given that on 

the 5th day of June, 2024,  	
William P. Brown and Rhonda Re-
nae Hill were appointed Personal 
Representatives of the Estate of 
Roxanne Brown, deceased, who 
died on May 8, 2024.

All persons having claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 

office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Brookville, Indiana,  
June 7, 2024.

Neysa R. Raible
Clerk of the Franklin Circuit 

Court of Franklin County
ATTORNEY FOR ESTATE
MULLIN, MCMILLIN & MC-

MILLIN, LLP
814 Main Street
Brookville, Indiana 47012
Telephone 765-647-4105

                                     29-2tcD                        
hspaxlp

STATE OF INDIANA		
IN THE FRANKLIN CIRCUIT 
COURT
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN 	
CAUSE NO. 24C01-2404-EU-000398
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF 
JUDITH ANN KUWATCH, 
DECEASED
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION 
Notice is hereby given that on 

the 12th day of July, 2024,  	
FCN Bank, N.A., by: Wes Roberts 
was appointed Personal Represen-
tative of the Estate of Judith Ann 
Kuwatch, deceased, who died on 
April 25, 2024.

All persons having claims 
against this estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 

office of the Clerk of this Court 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s death, which-
ever is earlier, or the claims will be 
forever barred.

Dated at Brookville, Indiana, 
July 12, 2024, 2024.

Neysa R. Raible
Clerk of the Franklin Circuit 

Court of Franklin County
ATTORNEY FOR ESTATE
MULLIN, MCMILLIN & MC-

MILLIN, LLP
814 Main Street
Brookville, Indiana 47012
Telephone 765-647-4105
                                             29-2tcD                        

hspaxlp

John also mentioned 
that one interior shot 
appeared in G. Henri 
Bogart’s historical 
sketch of  the court-
house in a 1907 local 
newspaper. It was cap-
tioned “courtroom af-
ter collapse of  roof.” 

By the late 1870s 
May did not have many 
more years of  design-
ing capabilities ahead. 
He was noted as being 
stricken with paraly-
sis. In fact, he not being 
able to finish the State 
House project with his 

untimely death, was a 
result of  this malady. 

Shortly after he 
was awarded the State 
House contract in 1878, 
he had taken ill. One 
morning he was  in a 
hurry to get to work. 
As a result of  his hasti-
ness ,he accidentally 
grabbed the wrong bot-
tle of  what he thought 
was medicine - but 
which contained anoth-
er liquid - and he quick-
ly drank it down. Sto-
ries say he was never 
well again. Some news-
paper accounts claim 
that what he drank was 
ammonia. His body was 
returned to Indianapo-
lis for burial.

If  you’re curious…
even though May’s 1852 
design was altered in 
the 1877 upgrade and 
fix, and then pretty 
much obliterated with 
the 1910-12 remodel and 
expansion, parts of  
May’s original court-
house are still encased 
within the grand, much 
larger structure one 
sees today. 

Julie Schlesselman
Local History & Ge-

nealogy Department 
Manager, FCPLD

1911 was the last time anyone saw the Edwin May 
version of the Franklin County Courthouse. From 1910-
12 extensive remodeling was done to create the struc-
ture we see today. Photo taken by John Baker, Septem-
ber 14, 1911. FCPLD image.

a player and a person 
while being over there.”

Dalton was assessed 
by several coaches and 
has been offered an ex-
tended invitation. He 
has returned to the 
United States with a full 
schedule for European-
style play. Upon com-
pleting this schedule 
and maintaining close 
contact with his Euro-
pean coaches, Dalton 
will be re-evaluated in 
six months for the next 
phase of  his journey.

“I am confident in 
my ability to grow and 

improve my skills these 
next six months,” Dal-
ton shared. “I’ve been 
practicing and working 
on footwork and other 
weaknesses that the 
coaches pointed out to 
me. I want to ensure my 
future in soccer, so I’ll 
do whatever I need to 
improve my game. I am 
confident I’ll be ready 
for my six-month evalu-
ation.”

Dalton was accom-
panied by his mother, 
Tasha Ridinger, who 
watched Dalton give it 
all on the field and was 

bursting with pride by 
the time they returned 
home from the trip.

“Seeing him step onto 
the pitch in England 
was just enough for me,” 
Ridinger said. “Watch-
ing him go out there 
and absolutely play his 
heart out was one of  the 
things that I’ll remem-
ber forever. He grew so 
much and was taught so 
much in the time he was 
over there. He had some 
really amazing saves. 
He worked so hard ev-
ery day towards what he 
wanted. He was the first 

one down and ready ev-
ery morning, waiting in 
the lobby. He made two 
really amazing friends 
that he has kept in touch 
with and may even have 
a visit to Indiana in the 
works. He grew so much 
and just made me so 
proud to call him my 
son.”

Despite Dalton’s hard 
work while in Europe, 
the first day he was 
home, instead of  resting, 
he went straight to im-
prove his skills based on 
what he learned about 
European football.

Ward Continued from Page 1

successful business ca-
reer in Technology and 
Finance, and now, dur-
ing the Campaign, will 
be strongly focused on 
the people he fought 
so brilliantly for: the 
American Workers 
and Farmers in Penn-
sylvania, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Ohio, Min-
nesota, and far beyond. 
As Vice President, 
J.D. will continue to 
fight for our Constitu-
tion, stand with our 
Troops, and will do ev-
erything he can to help 
me MAKE AMERICA 
GREAT AGAIN. Con-
gratulations to Sena-

tor J.D. Vance, his wife, 
Usha, who also gradu-
ated from Yale Law 
School, and their three 
beautiful children. 
MAGA2024!”

Vance is a prominent 
figure in Ohio politics 
and is known for his 
work as a venture capi-
talist, author, and for-
mer Marine. He gained 
widespread attention 
for his memoir “Hill-
billy Elegy,” which ex-
plores his upbringing in 
a struggling Rust Belt 
town and has been ac-
claimed for its insights 
into the social and 
economic challenges 

faced by working-class 
Americans. In addition 
to his professional en-
deavors, Vance has been 
vocal about issues such 
as economic opportu-
nity, addiction, and the 
impact of  globalization 
on American communi-
ties.

Indiana Republican 
Party Chairman Randy 
Head issued the follow-
ing statement on Presi-
dent Trump’s selection 
of  J.D. Vance as his Vice 
Presidential running 
mate:

“We at the Indiana 
Republican Party are 
thrilled with the selec-

tion of  J.D. Vance from 
our neighboring state 
of  Ohio as President 
Trump’s running mate. 
Vance’s experiences as 
a Marine and U.S. Sena-
tor make him an excel-
lent candidate for the 
office of  Vice President. 
J.D. Vance was brought 
up with small-town val-
ues and will represent 
true Americans well.

The Trump/Vance 
ticket has the entire 
Republican Party ener-
gized and ready to elect 
Republicans up and 
down the ballot come 
November!”

Vance Continued from Page 5

 Tebbe’s Liquor, Dai-
ly Scoop, KOI, Looks 
by Leah, Hilltop, Bur-
khart Building, and 
the Knights of  Colum-
bus. The facade grant 
is for the restoration 

and revitalization of  
our downtown historic 
district. Several build-
ings so far have already 
been worked on and 
residents are able to get 
a glimpse of  the past 

with some of  the for-
mer store signs.

One of  the most no-
table ones is above the 
Daily Scoop, where you 
will see the original 
store sign for Poppers.

The restorations are 
progressing well and 
are on track. All work 
so far is being complet-
ed by the Poole group, 
who are based out of  
Dillsboro.

Grant Continued from Page 4
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The clipping above is from 1944 announcing the 
4-H fair dates.

It’s nearing the end 
of  summer vacation, 
and this is usually 
prime time for every-
one to bust out those 
large vacation trips. 
That one last “hoorah” 
before the hustle and 
bustle of  school picks 
back up for most fami-
lies. However, if  you 
are unsure where to 
go and how to budget 
for something so ex-
travagant, then look 
no further! Fun doesn’t 
have to cost a fortune 
and memories should 
never come with a 
breaking fee so here 
are several options of  
large-scale vacations 
and how to budget for 
them. 

One of  the biggest 
options most choose 
are indoor parks such 
as the Great Wolf  
Lodge out in Mason, 
Ohio. This is just next 
door to Kings Island 
and it’s no secret that 
this is a costly place. 
GWF is a massive ho-
tel that comes with 
several perks. These 
include an enormous 
indoor water park with 
several sections for 
kids, adults, and fami-
lies. There are mul-
tiple events held each 
day, hundreds of  suites 
in all sizes, simple to 
gourmet dining op-
tions, and of  course, 
right there in Mason 
where you can drive 
around and go shop-
ping, find some trails, 
or just have a day out. 

These stays do not 
come cheap, but it 
doesn’t have to stress 
you out! GWF offers 
deals daily contingent 
on a minimum of  a 
two-night stay. These 
can go up to 40% off  
on your stay and many 
of  the amenities are al-
ready added. On top of  
that, if  you plan to stay 
for more than a week, 
you merely have to 
save as little as $20-$35 
per month leading up 
to your stay. GWF also 
offers package deals 
and add-ons, which 
give you far more to 
enjoy at a very decent 
price. 

Another option 

many take involve 
traveling. Many fami-
lies choose to travel 
out of  state for a cou-
ple of  weeks before the 
school year starts, but 
trying to budget for a 
trip of  that size can be 
daunting. There are 
gas prices to consider, 
where to stay each 
night, food, entertain-
ment for the kids, and 
emergency funds to 
keep on hand. 

Don’t stress! Yes, 
prices have raised sig-
nificantly, but to coun-
ter these, you have 
hundreds of  afford-
able options to balance 
you out. Campgrounds 
are cheap and full of  
the amenities needed 
for an easy night’s 
stay. There are also 
parks at every turn, 
some simple and some 
large, full of  entertain-
ment for the kids. If  
you are budgeting the 
gas prices and want 
to check out certain 
places or attractions, 
most of  these can be 
budgeted throughout 
the year by also saving, 
at minimum, of  $25 
per month. This allows 
you and your family to 
travel around for a bit, 
enjoy some new attrac-
tions and places, make 
new memories, and not 
break your bank! 

But wait! What if  
you are traveling out 
of  the country to end 

the summer?! 
DON’T STRESS!  
International travels 

are expensive. These 
are trips that need to 
be planned a year or 
in advance. There is no 
easy, free way to travel 
out of  the country, but 
there are plenty of  af-
fordable options to get 
the best experience. 
If  you want to travel 
to Ireland, China, Ja-
pan, Mexico, or even to 
South Africa, your first 
plan is to know exactly 
what your itinerary 
will be. Know where 
you are going, what 
is in the surrounding 
area, and what can be 
available during your 
stay.  

Next, get a list of  
prices for your trip. In-
ternationally, you will 
be dealing with an ex-
change rate and sepa-
rate currencies so once 
you have gathered the 
location, amenities, 
attractions, transpor-
tation, and potential 
shopping areas, you 
will want to see what 
the exchange rate is. 
Typically, this will ei-
ther cost you more or 
less than the price in 
US Dollars. While it 
may seem confusing 
and overwhelming, it’s 
really not. You can eas-
ily budget these costs 
using the exchange 
rate to figure out what 
your trip will cost. 

Plus, while in other 
countries, most banks 
will exchange your US 
Dollars for their cur-
rency at no fee. 

Now, you have a plan 
to financially cover 
your trip with the addi-
tional resources avail-
able, so the next part is 
saving that money and 
reserving all accom-
modations. This part is 
tricky for most people 
as inflation has really 
impacted our cost of  
living. So, your best 
starting point is where 
you will be staying on 
your trip. Get your 
dates planned out, 
check out their avail-
ability, and see how 
much their cost per 
night is. Once you have 
your stay figured out, 
you can see how much 
you need to start sav-
ing per month to make 
your reservations. 
Flights can be worked 
with as many are at 
their cheapest rates six 
months and up prior to 
your trip. This is for 
any airline too and you 
won’t have to sacrifice 
comfort for cost. 

Save per month, fig-
ure out your flights, 
and when you have 
half  of  the stay cost, 
make your reservation 
since most prefer a de-
posit and have you pay 
at the end of  your stay. 
That’s great because 
you have half  of  it al-

ready and the other 
half  of  your budget 
can now be separated 
into transportation 
and spending money.  

Remember, don’t 
stress! Budgeting can 
be difficult when sav-
ing for a trip like this, 
but you have deals, 
package rates, and of-
fers available at ev-
ery turn! You don’t 
have to break your 
bank, you don’t have 
to open a credit card, 
and you don’t have to 
cut your trip short to 
keep within your bud-
get. International trips 
are pretty affordable 
if  you use all of  the 
resources available 
and if  you aren’t sure 
where to start, check 
out your local travel 
agency and research 
your trip destination. 
The budgeting each 
month starts as little 
as $35 per month, and 
for the best budgeting 
options to keep you fi-
nancially secure while 

traveling, try to save 
around $50 per month. 
This doesn’t have to be 
a lump sum. You can 
save this by putting 
away small amounts 
throughout the month. 

Large vacations will 
not ruin you financial-
ly. Yes, they are expen-
sive and yes, they are 
delicate when it comes 
to budgeting. However, 
whether it’s one per-
son or a whole family, 
you can enjoy an inter-
national trip as long as 
you utilize all of  the re-
sources available. 

If  you aren’t sure 
about your budget, 
or you have financial 
struggles to consider, 
then one of  the best 
ways to plan your in-
ternational trip is 
start early. Upwards of  
a year and a half  to two 
years. This allows you 
to budget, make reser-
vations, and still afford 
your monthly expenses 
and stress less.

Summer Series part 6: Can
you budget the grand vacation?

Cheyenne Lance
Lead Staff Writer
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