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BTC discusses current
projects  and cost reviews

At the latest 
Brookville Town Coun-
cil meeting, Amanda 
Kaiser was the first to 
request use of  the park-
ing lots for her mobile 
stand, the Frozen Fla-
mingo. She previously 
used the town pool 
lot and part of  the old 
Rosenberger’s lot. Her 
dates would be through 
the summer, and the 
board agreed so long as 
times, dates, and loca-
tions were given ahead 
of  time to ensure room.

Tom Cooney, a mem-
ber of  the pickleball 
club, next gave an up-
date to the board re-
garding an ongoing 
project for the space 
on 9th and Mill. Origi-
nally, this had been re-
quested for pickleball, 
but Tom says that he 
and his team realized 
this space could be a 
legacy project for the 
town. The suggestion 
to form a Friends of  
the Recreation District 
comes with the idea 
that this area has poten-
tial for pickleball, bas-
ketball courts, a skate 
park, storage shelter, 
enclosed bathrooms, 
wheelchair accessible 
points, and more. With 
funding raised entirely 
by the pickleball club 
and volunteers, Tom 
asks about having an 
FRD through the Com-
munity Foundation as 
an endowment.

Tom mentions how 
the Zimmer build-
ing, the pool, and golf  
course were overex-
tended and with the 
money pit Brookville is 
sinking in, these other 
projects that have sur-
passed over half  a mil-
lion dollars needs paid 
back.

“We have 2600 resi-
dents. Maybe half  of  
them pay taxes. With 
revenue growth, it’s 
hard to raise money,” 
he says.

This current project 
wouldn’t cost the town 
money as it is all indi-
vidually raised. The 

money right now is 
through a grant. The 
board states that cur-
rently, they are looking 
at just the completion 
of  the pickleball courts 
and that won’t be a lot 
of  money. This would 
have to be broken into 
stages, beginning with 
the courts, pipework 
for the bathrooms 
that don’t have any, 
and then as money is 
raised, the project can 
build from there. One 
price is already esti-
mated at $62K, which 
is expensive, but it’s 
about ensuring every-
one is financially re-
sponsible moving for-
ward on the project.

The endowment 
would be money on the 
side to use. There are 
courts available that 
have been around, but 
a few are in bad shape. 
The pickleball club has 
privately covered some 
expenses themselves 
and are willing to do 
more for the sake of  
courts being redone 
and maintained.

The board, while 
agreeing to a degree, 
also state the impor-
tance of  financial re-
sponsibility and cover 
the engineering con-
tracts. There were a 
few gathered inde-
pendently, Triad, and 
Hwc, who came back 
with a quote of  $78K 
for the courts and the 
pipework for the bath-
rooms.

Overall, there is a 
$500,000 quote and the 
use of  HELP (Hoo-
sier Enduring Legacy 
Program) money that 
needs used by Decem-
ber. Worst case sce-
nario, the bathrooms 
on the football field can 
be opened, but that is a 
bit of  a walk for some 
people. The board de-
cides to move forward 
with acceptance of  the 
Triad quote for this 
project.

Amy Lindsay, Emer-
gency Management 
(Director), Christine 
Craig, Terry Mitchum, 
and Tim Ripperger 
received a certificate

(See “BTC” pg. 5)

FC SCHOOLS RAISE MONEY 
FOR ANIMAL SHELTER

Several schools in 
Franklin County have 
been holding, or will 
be holding, fundraisers 
to help raise money for 
the new animal shelter. 
The current shelter is 
too small, lacks effi-
cient space, and needs a 
lot of  maintenance. 

A new shelter design 
was approved and is 
currently underway, 
with the memorial of  
Louie Fasbinder, who 
dedicated his life to the 
shelter and animals. 

BES will be finishing 
up their fundraiser this 
week. To raise money, 
the staff  brough in pho-
tos of  their own pets 
and placed bins under-
neath them. Students 
were then encouraged 
to bring in coins or 
cash to vote on which 
animal was their favor-
ite. All money raised 
in these votes would be 
donated to the shelter. 
There is no total yet to 
announce, but the kids 
are having fun and 

showing their support. 
Laurel Elementary 

also chose a fun route 
to raise money. Teach-

ers have the opportu-
nity to sign their name 
up to hold a snake for 
the students. Then, stu-

dents can bring in their 
coins and dollars to 
vote for which teacher
(See “SHELTER” pg. 12)
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Work on the Franklin County Animal Shelter is underway.
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Virginia Hunt celebrates her birthday. Pictured left 
to right, back row: Brooklyn Bennett, Cindy Senefeld, 
Shelly Heyob. Middle row: Mandi Bennett,Virginia 
Hunt, Pam Senefeld-Naber. Front row: Hailey Bennett.

Lifelong FC resident turns 100
Cassie Garrett

Regional Director

Life-long Franklin 
County resident Virgin-
ia “Virgie” Hunt recent-
ly celebrated her 100th 
birthday. The birthday 
party held in her honor 
was a true testament to 
a life well lived, as hun-
dreds of  people came 
out to wish Virgie a hap-
py birthday personally. 

“She has been such 
a prime example to 
me of  how you should 
live your life,” her great-
niece Sarah said. “Her 
word is her honor. She 
has done things for 
everybody, never ex-
pecting anything in re-
turn. She’s just an exam-
ple for everybody. She 
is friendly to every-
body and never meets a 
stranger; she’s giving.”

Virgie sat down to 
share memories, advice, 

and the highlights of  
her life that make it so 
special.

Virgie was the baby 
of  eight children, with 
19 years spanning be-
tween her and her eldest 
sister. She was raised 
on a farm in Franklin 
County, where she was 
delivered by a doctor 
who came on horse-
back. The farm is also 
where she first learned 
about hard work. 

“We had a hillside 
farm, and on top of  that, 
here is what we had: a 
strawberry patch and 
northern beans,” Virgie 
explained. “We pounded 
the Great Northerns 
out with a ball bat, 
enough for the win-
ter. And then my mom 
ran them through the 
oven so the bugs didn’t 
get them. Then she sort-
ed them out and put all 
the bad ones in a con-
tainer. We had beans all 

(See “100” pg. 4)
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April
Creekside Church Benefit 4 Day Yard Sale, April 

24-27 W, TH, F (8-4) St. (8-1). Furniture, clothing all 
sizes, jewelry, books, household, toys, games, holiday 
décor. Hall will be packed! All proceeds benefit Kenyan 
Children in Need at Grain of Rice Academy. 11001 
Bossert Rd., Brookville.

Mt. Carmel will hold a Special Meeting to discuss 
Cell Tower installment April 29th at 5 pm Drewersburg 
Fire Station 2.

May
THE FRANKLIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

WILL OPEN THE HISTORICAL SEMINARY/MUSEUM, 
LOCATED ON 5TH AND MILL SREETS IN BROOKVILLE, 
FOR TOURS ON SUNDAY AFTERNOONS FROM 1-4 PM. 
THE TOURS WILL CONTINUE FROM MAY THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER.

2024 Whitewater Valley Arts Association Regional 
Exhibition Call for Entries.

The 2024 East Central Indiana regional arts exhi-
bition is open to artists from Fayette, Franklin, Henry, 
Rush, Union, and Wayne counties and all members of 
WVAA.  Artists are invited to submit up to three pieces.  
This is a judged competition with cash prizes for Best of 
Show, 1st, 2nd, & 3rd placings....other awards may in-
clude merit awards and purchase awards for both Ama-
teur and Advanced categories. DEADLINE: Entries may 
be hand delivered to the WVAA gallery on Friday, May 
3, from 11:00am-5:00pm and Saturday, May 4, from 
10:00am-2:00pm Entry Fee: $15 per entry (WVAA 
members $10). More information on our Facebook page.

Join the Franklin County Arts Council on Saturday, 
May 11 (Mother’s Day Eve!) as we travel to Richmond 
for a group excursion to dine at the Olde Richmond Inn 
and then head over to the Richmond Civic Theatre to 
see the hilarious musical comedy, “Something Rotten!” 
The Cost for the dinner and show is $50. Reservations 
at the Olde Richmond Inn are for 5:15, and the plated 
meal (not buffet) includes – Choice of Roast Pork Loin, 
Virginia Ham, or Chicken Parmigiana w/ linguine; Veg-
etable of the day; Duchess Potato; Garden Salad; Bread-
sticks; Cheesecake w/ Strawberries, or Sherbet. Tax and 
gratuity are included in the package price. We will be 
seated in a separate room for our group. Call Patti Wil-
helm at 765-309-1473 to reserve a spot! (If you need 
transportation, let us know.)

HAVE A COMMUNITY EVENT TO SHARE?
To submit a community event for publication, send an 

email to info@whitewaterpublications.com.

For over 25 years, 
Metamora families 
and visitors from all 
over the Whitewater 
Valley have enjoyed 
one of  the largest and 
most impressive fire-
works displays in the 
area.  That display, in 
the past, has been held 
in Metamora and spon-
sored by the Metamora 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.  However, in 2023 
a decision was made to 
discontinue the display 
due to a lack of  funding 
to cover the cost of  the 
fireworks.   

Around that same 
time, a grassroots 
group of  individuals 
including shop owners, 
local residents, and rep-
resentatives from com-
munity organizations 
began meeting and 
with assistance from 
a consultant, began a 
process of  community-
based action planning.  
As the group began to 
gain momentum and 
successfully accom-
plished tasks such as 
organizing a marketing 
committee, creating a 
new website, and updat-
ing the village’s visi-
tors guide, just to name 
a few, the group decided 
to name themselves, I 
Love Metamora, as a 
primary focus of  the 
group became fostering 
a sense of  pride in the 
community.  One of  the 
ideas that was born out 
of  the meetings, and the 
common goal of  build-
ing up the community, 
was the possibility of  
bringing back the an-
nual July 4th fireworks 
display in Metamora.  
Knowing that funding 
would be the primary 
need, group member 
and local business own-
er David Bowser began 

investigating possible 
funding sources and 
grant opportunities.  
Bowser became aware 
of  the Indiana Hous-
ing and Community 
Development Author-
ity (IHCDA) and one of  
its program partners, 
the Neighborhood As-
sistance Program.   Ac-
cording to the IHCDA’s 
website, the focus of  
the Neighborhood As-
sistance Program is 
to assist Indiana non-
profit organization in 
leveraging more donor 
contributions to fund 
neighborhood-based 
programs that ben-
efit local communi-
ties.  IHCDA offers 1:1 
matching grants along 
with assistance in ob-
taining the local match-
ing funds through a 
partnership with the 
crowd-sourcing plat-
form, Patronicity.  
Bowser applied for a 
grant through IHCDA 
and was informed this 
month that his applica-
tion was approved. 

Bowser explained 
that this will be a brand-
new fireworks display 
that will be sponsored 
by Metamora Volunteer 
Fire Department, head-
ed up by volunteer fire 
fighter and local busi-
nessman John Arcaro, 
and supported by I Love 
Metamora and White-
water Valley Gateway 
Park.  The fireworks 
are set to be held on 
Saturday, July 6, 2024 
at Gateway Park.  Ac-
cording to Bowser, the 
effort will require not 
only monetary dona-
tions to cover the cost 
of  this year’s display, 
but to also provide seed 
money for next year’s 
fundraising efforts, 
which will not include 
the additional grant 
dollars.  Bowser em-
phasized that the qual-
ity and quantity of  the 

displays will be deter-
mined by the amount 
of  money that is raised, 
with the average cost 
of  a display being ap-
proximately $15,000.  In 
addition to cash dona-
tions, Bowser’s group 
is asking for volunteers 
to commit to helping 
with traffic control, 
collection of  donations 
at the gate the evening 
of  the fireworks, as 
well as trash pick up at 
Gateway Park after the 
event.  

“The community is 
really excited about the 
fireworks because it 
is something families 
can do together.  Even 
though visitors enjoy it, 
and we welcome them 
all, this is something we 
want to provide for the 
community to enjoy,” 
Bowser said.  Bowser 
anticipates the display 
continuing in the years 
to come, so long as the 
community will sup-
port it financially and 
by volunteering to help.  
Bowser stated, “This 
year may be a little 
heavy getting things 
going, but once we get 
some momentum, it 

will become easier in 
future years.” 

There are a couple of  
different ways to donate 
to the fireworks fund.  
People can give cash or 
checks to the Metamo-
ra Volunteer Fire De-
partment, 19477 Duck 
Creek Road, Metamora, 
Indiana 47030 or dona-
tions can be made on-
line at https://www.
patronicity.com/proj-
ect/Metamora_indi-
ana_community_fire-
works#!/.  May 23, 2024 
is the deadline for con-
tributions to be counted 
towards the IHCDA’s 
matching grant, and 
for donating through 
the Patronicity link; 
however donations will 
still be accepted at any 
time during the year 
through the Metamora 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.  

I Love Metamora’s 
next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, May 14 
at 6 p.m. at the shelter 
next to the Metamora 
Fire Station.  This will 
be a pitch-in dinner 
that everyone is wel-
come to attend.

I Love Metamora 2024 firework celebration
Bev Spurlin

contributor

DAUGHTERS OF IS-
ABELLA – ST. CATH-
ERINE CIRCLE # 103 

Regent Julie Bowl-
ing called the meet-
ing to order on April 
2nd,    at 7 p.m. at the 
Knights of  Columbus 
Hall with 27 members 
present. Chancellor 
Denise Handley led the 
Opening Prayer. Re-
gent Julie Bowling led 
the Pledge to the Flag.                                                                                  

Handley, Chancel-
lor, gave the Spiritual 
Activity on “Love and 
Fidelity.”

Becky Oglesby, Re-
cording Secretary, read 
the Roll Call of  Offi-
cers which included 

14 in attendance and 
six excused.   She also 
read the Feb.6th busi-
ness meeting minutes. 
A motion was made by 
Alma Waywood  to ac-
cept the minutes with 
one correction made, 
seconded by Jacque-
line Sizemore.  Motion 
carried. 

Communications
Regent Julie read a 

letter from Internation-
al. Also, a letter from 
the State of  Indiana on 
our Sales Tax Exemp-
tion.  Oglesby, Record-
ing Secy, read Thank 
Yous from the families 
of  Larry Rosenberger 
and Mary Ann Deffner 

for the funeral lunches. 
Becky remarked that 
the families are so ap-
preciative and grateful 
for this service we pro-
vide, and she thanked 
all the ladies who help 
and donated their time 
to this charity. 

Report on Standing 
& Special Commit-
tees

•Welfare – Regent 
Bowling reported the 
Ben Oglesby Car Show 
will be held on Aug. 11. 

•Visitation of  the
(See “CLUB” pg. 10)

Club & Sorority News
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William Joseph 
Bergin, age 82, of  
Brookville, went home 
to his Heavenly Father 
on Wednesday, April 17, 
2024.  

Bill was born at home 
in the stone house in 
the Sand Bottom on 
September 16, 1941 in 
Brookville. He was the 
oldest of  three chil-
dren born to the late 
Carl William ‘Bill’ and 
Naomi May ‘Gretch-
en’ (Foreman) Bergin.  
On August 22, 1970 he 
and the former Karen 
Beneker were united 
in marriage at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Kl-
emme’s Corner.

Mr. Bergin was re-
tired from the Frank-
lin County Community 
School Corporation. 
Bill was an educator 
for more than 35 years 
serving as a librarian, 
a football coach and 
scout, and for most of  
his tenure a fifth-grade 
teacher at Brookville 
Elementary.

He was a man of  de-
vout faith. As a mem-

ber of  Trinity Luther-
an Church, he enjoyed 
his opportunity to 
serve as the sponsor 
of  the Christian Gar-
deners Youth Group 
and his participation 
in Lutheran Brother-
hood. He was a Board 
Member Emeritus of  
the Franklin County 
WATCH Council and 
served many years as 
a coach for Franklin 
County Special Olym-
pics; he was a Franklin 
County Right to Life 
Member; and a brother 
in Delta Chi Fraternity 
at Ball State Teacher’s 
College.

Bill loved singing, 
getting just the right 
scald on his Kansas 
City Steak Soup, work-
ing any and all word 
puzzles - especially the 
Cincinnati Enquirer’s 
Sunday edition, watch-
ing Larry Bird’s Celtics 
and his mighty Cincin-
nati Bengals. He could 
often be found at the 
kitchen table or in his 
wheelchair turning 
the pages of  a mystery 

Adrian L. Combs, 
88, passed away sur-
rounded by his loving 
family on Wednesday 
morning, April 17, 2024, 
at Compassus Hospice 
Hospital St. Vincent, In-
dianapolis. 

The only child of  
the late Elmer L. and 
Josephine Elizabeth 
Helton Combs, Adrian 
was born on July 30, 
1935 in Pebworth, Ow-

sley County, Kentucky.  
In the late 1930s, they 
made Jackson Town-
ship, Fayette County, 
their home. In the ear-
ly 40s, they moved to 
McGuire Ridge Road 
outside of  Metamora, 
in Franklin County. 
He graduated from 
Brookville High School 
in 1953.

Adrian, a man of  di-
verse talents and un-
wavering commitment, 
embarked on a remark-
able journey through 
life. After high school, 
he joined Roots Blower 
Company in Conners-
ville, where his draft-
ing skills flourished. 
However, Adrian’s path 
took an unexpected 
turn when he left for 
Baptist Bible College 
in Springfield, Mis-
souri. During his col-
lege years, he planted a 
church in Champaign, 
Illinois, sowing seeds 
of  faith.

The day after gradu-

William J. Bergin

Adrian L. Combs

novel or cookbook as 
he was an avid and life-
long reader. And if  you 
ask Pierce or Caroline, 
he was the best Monop-
oly banker a grandkid 
could ever have.

Survivors include 
his wife of  over 53 
years, Karen Bergin of  
Brookville; two sons, 
Brendan (Julie) Ber-
gin of  Louisville and 
Michael Bergin of  
Brookville; two grand-
children, Pierce and 
Caroline Bergin; a 
brother Mark (Faye) 
Bergin of  Brookville; 
and many wonderful 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents 
Carl and Naomi, his 
sister, Lora Volz; as 
well as his father and 
mother-in-law, Ray and 
Helen Beneker, and his 
brother-in-law Roger 
Beneker.

Family and friends  
visited on Sunday, April 
21, 2024 at Phillips & 
Meyers Funeral Home, 
1025 Franklin Avenue, 
Brookville, IN.

Rev. Ladona Webb 

officiated the funeral 
service at 11:00 a.m., 
Monday, April 22, 2024 
at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 4025 Highland 
Center Road, with buri-
al following in Trinity 
Lutheran Cemetery, Kl-
emmes Corner.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be directed 
to the WATCH Center 
Council Inc.  

The staff  of  Phil-
lips & Meyers Funeral 
Home are honored to 
serve the Bergin family, 
to sign the online guest 
book or send personal 
condolences, please vis-
it www.phillipsandmey-
ers.com.

Paid obituary.

ating college, Adrian 
married the former Ju-
dith Kay Harthcock on 
May 27, 1960, at High 
Street Baptist Church 
in Springfield, Mis-
souri. Mrs. Combs sur-
vives.

Following his gradu-
ation and wedding, 
Adrian returned to 
Connersville and was 
employed at Philco-
Ford for 34 years, retir-
ing as a Quality Control 
Engineer in 1998. Adri-
an was also an active 
participant in commu-
nity life.

In the mid 1970s, 
Adrian was instrumen-
tal in the establishment 
of  Connersville Bap-
tist Temple where he 
served as a deacon and 
Sunday School teacher 
for many years and re-
mained an active mem-
ber ever since.

Adrian’s love for 
sports was evident. He 
was a pitcher for the 
church softball team 
and played in both the 

industrial and church 
bowling leagues. As a 
coach, he helped lead 
his son David’s Little 
League baseball teams 
and daughter Annette’s 
youth softball teams. 
Notably, Adrian also led 
Fayette Central’s boys 
basketball teams from 
1972 to 1976. He also 
enjoyed attending Cin-
cinnati Reds baseball 
games with family and 
playing golf  with his 
wife and many friends. 
In addition to these 
activities, he could be 
found faithfully attend-
ing his grandchildren’s 
activities and sporting 
events.

Beyond the playing 
field, Adrian reveled in 
his cars: A 1966 white 
2-door Ford Fairlane 
graced his driveway 
alongside a 1926 Model 
T Ford. He spent many 
days fixing up his chil-
dren’s red Volkswagen 
Beetles with his father. 
He enjoyed fond memo-
ries of  open roads and 

adventures during his 
20-year membership in 
the Holiday Rambler 
RV Club. 

Adrian’s legacy is 
one of  faith, commu-
nity, and a zest for life. 
His impact resonates 
through the lives he 
touched, both within 
the church walls and 
beyond.

Besides his wife of  
63 years, Judy Combs, 
survivors include three 
children, Denise (Don) 
Crum of  Connersville, 
David (Dana) Combs 
of  Carmel and Annette 
(John) Miller of  Fish-
ers; seven grandchil-
dren, Hannah (Ben) 
Gross of  Connersville, 
Jake (Brittany) Combs 
of  Charleston, South 
Carolina, Halley (Hunt-
er) Brooks of  Merrill-
ville, Karly Combs of  
Carmel, Indiana, Jack 
Miller, Joe Miller, and 
Eli Miller, all of  Fish-
ers; and several cous-
ins.

Family and friends 

visited until the time 
of  service at 1:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, April 23, 
2024 at Connersville 
Baptist Temple.  Pas-
tor Joe Ferreira offici-
ated.  Burial followed in 
Valley Grove Cemetery.  
Miller, Moster, Robbins 
Funeral Home has been 
entrusted with the ar-
rangements.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
Connersville Baptist 
Temple and online con-
dolences may be made 
anytime at millermo-
sterrobbins.com.

Paid obituary.

Arrest Reports
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office Media Arrest Sum-

mary (Only includes L6 Felony charges and higher, mis-
demeanors not included).

-All persons are considered innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law

Arrest Time/Date: 10:40 4/15/24
Inmate Name: Rainwater, Chadric F.
Arrest Location: Urban Co. (Ky.) Jail
Birth Date: 12/11/80
Arrested by: C Kinnett
Agency: FCSD
Crime Class: L5
Offense: Arrest Warrant

John L. Quinlan, of  
Brookville, was born on 
April 12, 1947, in Laurel, 
a son to Russell Ernest 
and Elizabeth Wingler 
Quinlan.  He served his 
country in the Unites 
States Army for many 
years and fought in Viet-
nam.  John later joined 
the National Guard 
and ended his military 
career in the Army 
Reserve.  He married 
Barbara Brashear on 
March 3, 1968, and they 
celebrated over 55 years 
of  marriage before her 
death on September 5, 
2023.  John worked at 
D&M in Connersville 
for over 20 years and 
then as an owner/op-
erator for Fraley Schil-
ling.  In his spare time, 
he enjoyed fishing.  He 

was a member of  the 
Brookville VFW and 
the American Legion.  
On Saturday, April 20, 
2024, at the age of  77, he 
passed away at his resi-
dence.  

Those surviving who 
will cherish John’s 
memory include his 
two sons and daughter-
in law, Russell Quinlan 
and Joel and Brenda 
Quinlan, of  Brookville; 
five grandchildren, 
Trey Quinlan, Taylor 
Stewart, Blake Quin-
lan, Rachel Quinlan, 
and Destiny Quinlan; 
eight great-grandkids, 
and one brother, Roger 
Quinlan.  Besides his 
parents and wife, he 
was preceded in death 
by his siblings, Frieda 
Masters, Michael Quin-

John L. Quinlan

lan, Richard Quinlan, 
Nancy Baize, Mary Al-
ice Bruns, and Janie 
Howard.

Friends may visit 
with the family on 
Thursday, April 25, 2024, 
from 11a.m. until 12 
noon at Cook Rosenberg-
er Funeral Home, 929 
Main Street, Brookville.  
The funeral service will 
begin at 12 noon at the 
funeral home. Burial 
with full military hon-
ors will follow in Big Ce-
dar Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions can be directed to 
a charity of  choice. To 
sign the online guest-
book or to leave a per-
sonal condolence, please 
visit www.cookrosen-
berger.com.  The staff  
of  Cook Rosenberger 
Funeral Home is hon-
ored to care for the fam-
ily of  John Quinlan.  

Paid obituary.

Attention residen-
tial home owners! Want 
some free wildflower 
seed\plugs to convert 
part of  your yard to a 
native plant garden for 
pollinator habitat? Or 
how about free native 
shrubs\trees to replace 
invasive shrubs on your 
property!

Decatur, Franklin, 
and Ripley County Soil 
& Water Conservation 
Districts (SWCDs) re-
ceived a Clean Water In-
diana Grant to help local 
landowners install pol-
linator habitats, replace 
invasive shrubs and edu-
cate on the importance 
of  native pollinator hab-
itats.

NATIVE POLLINA-
TOR PLANTINGS
Free Seed: Plant up to 

2 acres with a seed mix 
with over 35 different 
flowers and grasses that 
are beneficial to pollina-
tors. The grant provides 
the free seed mix and 
technical assistance. 
You are responsible for 
site prep, planting the 
seeds and maintenance.

Free Plugs: Plant up 
to 1,000 sq/ft with na-
tive plant plugs from the 
Decatur County SWCDs 
spring Native Plant sale. 
The grant provides plugs 
for: 1 plug per 3 sq/ft. 
You are responsible for 
site prep, planting the 
plugs, mulching around 
the plugs and mainte-
nance.

INVASIVE SPECIES 

REMOVAL
Help our native pol-

linators by increasing 
their habitat with bene-
ficial, native shrubs. Re-
move an invasive shrub 
in your residential 
landscape and replace it 
with a native pollinator 
friendly shrub from one 
of  three local nurser-
ies. The grant provides 
vouchers for up to five 
native shrubs. You are 
responsible for removal 
of  the invasive shrub, 
pick up and planting 
of  the native shrub. In-
vasive Shrubs Include: 
Burning Bush, Callery 
or Bradford Pear, Euro-
pean Highbush Cranber-
ry, Heavenly Bamboo, 
Japanese Barberry, Jap-
anese Meadow Sweet, 
Jet Bead, Privet, Rose of  
Sharon.

So hurry up, don’t 
wait! Our Bees, Birds 
and Butterflies are 
counting on you!

For more information 
call:

•Decatur County 
SWCD 1333 N Liberty 
Circle E, Greensburg

812-663-8685 x3
•Franklin County 

SWCD 10165 Oxford 
Pike, Brookville

765-647-2651 x3
•Ripley County SWCD 

1981 S Industrial Park 
Rd, Versailles

812-689-6410 x3
Richard Stoll is a 

Board member with Oak 
Heritage Conservancy. 
For more information 
about Oak Heritage, fol-
low us on Facebook or 
visit: OakHeritageCon-
servancy.org

Richard Stoll
contributor

Keep the lights on pollinators
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winter. My sister 
and I had to carry 
them off  the hill 
with a crate. And 
that’s the reason I say 
work don’t hurt no-
body. My dad seen that 
you worked. If  you 
sat around the table, 
you had plenty of  
chores.” 

One of  Virgie’s favor-
ite childhood pastimes 
was fishing, and she 
was quick to say not 
only did she fish, but 
she cleaned and cooked 
them, too.

“We fished a lot,” 
Virgie said. “We lived 
close to the river. 
We’d take my mom 
even. My mom, my sis-
ter, and I would go with 
an old cane pole and 
worms and fish, catch 
little bluegills and clean 
them. They were deli-
cious.”

Virgie also noted she 
loved dancing on Sat-
urday nights but stated 
no matter how much 
dancing she did on a 

Saturday night, she 
“got her butt up and 
went to church Sunday 
morning.” She has been 
a St. Thomas Lutheran 
Church member since 
she was born and still 
attends today. She was 
baptized and married 
there. 

Working hard contin-
ued throughout Virgie’s 
life and paid off. Thanks 
to her work ethic, 
there wasn’t much she 
couldn’t learn. 

“I even worked as 
a chemist,” Virgie 
said. “I never knew any-
more about working 
in a lab than noth-
ing. But I was a work-
er , and they can tell 
your account of  work-
ing. I worked in a lab 
for 12 years and didn’t 
know nothing about 
it but I learnt. It 
was hard work and 
a very important job.” 
 
After Virgie met and 
married her husband, 
they continued to work 

hard together on their 
farm and had a suc-
cessful marriage. She 
shared, “If  you are mar-
ried and you don’t work 
together and you get a 
divorce, what do you 
gain? If  you can’t say 
something good about 
your husband or wife, 
then don’t say anything 
at all.”  

Although they never 
had children, Virgie has 
been like a grandmoth-
er and mother to many. 
She recalled a little boy 
she met while she and 
her husband stayed in 
Florida that she bonded 
with.

“There was a boy 
that I took care of  on 
the pier,” Virgie remi-
nisced. “Their dad 
would come and say 
this kid is real unruly. 
Can you watch him? 
I told him if  he 
didn’t mind 
me once, I would take 

care of  him any-
more. But the little guy 
needed a mother, and I 
was like his mother. So 
he got into my lunch 
bucket and just made 
himself  at home. He 
got so he minded 
me real good.” 

Virgie also experi-
enced the repercus-
sions of  World War II 
as her brother served in 
the Navy. She shared he 
only made $17 a month 
and was desperate to 
come home.

“He was homesick,” 
Virgie said.  When my 
brother was in the Navy, 
he would write to me ev-
ery week, and he would 
say, “Tell mom to plant 
two rows of  spinach be-
cause I want it the way 
she fixes it. I can eat 
a row by myself.’ That’s 
how homesick he was. It 
was terrible. He cried to 
come home. That’s how 
bad it was. But I wrote 

to him every week. One 
time, they were torpe-
doed, and they were un-
derwater for they didn’t 
know how long.” 

Virgie noted that a 
lot has changed since 
she grew up. “My 
cousin and I don’t 
know anything about 
cell phones. My cous-
in’s box gets full, and 
he doesn’t know what 
to do. We know noth-
ing. It’s good, but there 
are things that are bad. I 
don’t like television 
the way they run it. I 
think it’s wrong. 
If  you think something, 
why run the other par-
ty down? I think it’s so 

bad, and I can’t hardly 
listen to the TV.” 

Now, Virgie enjoys 
cooking, gardening, 
canning, cleaning 
fish, hymn singing on 
Sunday, and activities 
at Fairbrook Manor, 
where she resides. 
However, Virgie most 
treasures the visits 
and relationships with 
her friends and family. 
Virgie says the reason 
her relationships are 
so strong is simple: “I 
treat people right with-
out a doubt. You have 
to be a friend to have 
a friend.”  And a friend 
she is.

(See “100” pg. 7)

100 Continued from Page 1



5April 24, 2024

award alongside several 
department heads for the 
hard work put in for the 
eclipse. There were a lot 
of  people who came to-
gether and put on a phe-
nomenal event, and while 
we didn’t have the expect-
ed influx of  visitors, the 
event itself  turned out 
amazing and the board 
wanted to highlight those 
individuals for going 
above and beyond to en-
sure a fun and safe time. 

Mark Reese was un-
available for the meeting, 
but he made a request 
for a donation of  a shel-
ter rental fee on a Sat-
urday, that has yet to be 
announced. The board 
agreed to the donation.

In the last agreement 
sent out for the John-
son Mobile Home Park 
Agreement for water 
service, only had one mi-
nor change in it. Amber 
Orozco couldn’t attend 
the meeting, but both she 
and Tim were fine with 
the corrections. This is 
pertaining to the law 
stating that you cannot 
make property owners 
sign utility agreements 
with their tenants. Mr. 
Johnson is willing to do 
this in exchange for the 
board installing individ-
ual lot meters, instead 
of  on each individual 
unit. Johnson will still be 
responsible for mainte-

nance and leaks, and the 
town would only need to 
read the meters. Any bills 
not paid would appear on 
the bill to the town. It is 
also stated that there will 
be a $200 deposit. The 
board agreed.

There are five quotes 
for new playground 
equipment and option 
one was recommended 
for $88,565 from Mid 
States, which includes a 
course in the middle, new 
swings on the sides, an in-
fant swing, and a seesaw. 
Rubber mulch was stated 
to be the best option for 
this playground as well, 
which is the lion’s share 
of  the total cost. The 
board agreed to option 
one and the cost.

Next up were signage 
quotes, from Signery 2, 
with the phrase “Wel-
come to the Town Park, 
Brookville,” two of  them 
would be $1,440. From 
Greensign Company, 
there would be four signs 
rather than two. Howev-
er, due to sizes, the cost 
would come to $1,880 in 
total for the signs. 

After some clarifica-
tion on which quote has 
the sizes, amounts, and 
their cost, the totals came 
to Signery 2 with four 
signs for a total of  $1,880. 
Greensign Company with 
four signs had a total of  
$15,565. The motion to 

approve Signery 2 was 
agreed by the board.

The board moved on 
to timekeeping software. 
Out of  several apps, Key-
stone was denied due 
to needing a submitted 
quote to upload time-
stamps. The “When I 
Work” app was a better 
choice as its basic time-
keeping and with the geo-
fencing, there isn’t a pos-
sibility of  clocking in or 
out too early. The app is 
also based on per user per 
each month. The quote 
presented was for 65 us-
ers. This app is a better 
choice overall as it’s also 
not a 3–5-year contract, or 
even a one-year contract. 
It’s a monthly subscrip-
tion.

This comes after the 
tedious work of  review-
ing individual paper time 
sheets and using an app 
would save time as well as 
improve efficiency. The 
board motioned to agree, 
and it passed.

 In the TIF (Tax Incre-
ment Finance) manage-
ment report via Todd 
Thackery (President of  
the Redevelopment Com-
mission), it highlights 
what members have been 
involved with, expendi-
tures, and revenues. The 
reports presented to the 
board are from the 2023 
Expense reports. For 
2024, the newest require-
ment is that the report 
must be submitted to the 
council. While new, Todd 
was available to answer 
any questions. The board 
made a motion to agree 
to the 2023 subject report 
and it passed.

The Historic Preser-
vation Commission ap-
pointment saw two people 
who would like to serve 
for Paul Moster, whose 
last meeting will be in 
August. Until then, the 
appointment meeting is 
to cover the applicants be-
fore a re-appointment and 
continuous of  a 4-year 
term starting in January. 
The two applicants inter-
ested are Jess Hansel and 
Rebecca Hamilton.

Jess states she would 
like to be a member of  
the HPC due to a prior 
position with the HPC of  

Brookville. She learned 
a lot about historic pres-
ervation over the years 
and would like to con-
tribute that knowledge to 
Brookville.

Rebecca, who cur-
rently serves on Rede-
velopment, stated that 
as a lifetime resident of  
Brookville, she has found 
the history and architec-
ture to be both amazing 
and beautiful. She wants 
to see our town honored 
and recognized respon-
sibly. Furthermore, her 
family home was an 1860 
house, and she took care 
to be mindful of  the his-
toric features and history. 
She is already knowledge-
able in our town’s history 
and would like to learn 
more through her work 
on the HPC.

A nomination was 
made for Hamilton, and 
one was made for Han-
sel. Due to one board 
member abstaining, the 
vote will be tabled until 
Curtis Ward is back and 
there can be a solid vote 
of  three. 

Permit number 1007 for 
Brian and Tanya Wirtz, 
regarding a shed on his 
property was discussed 
at length, including the 
use of  gravel, the size, the 
distance from the road 
to the property, and the 
site plan. The shed would 
be used for storage. Rita 
Seig, a surveyor, spoke 
up to state that Brian 
wants the storage shed 
to hold personal effects 
from family members 
who have passed away. He 
just wants a place to store 
it all. Due to concerns in-
volving the speed limit 
to that lot and the logis-
tics of  the shed itself, the 
board agreed to table the 
permit until a later date.

The Harrison, Ohio 
Police Department 
has reached out with a 
quote for two SUV’s they 
are wanting to sell to 
Brookville as they typi-
cally replace their ve-
hicles every 4-5 years. 
Both sit at $15,000 apiece 
and come with all the ba-
sic equipment sans the 
radio, shotgun and AR 
mount. The computer 
mount would also stay 

with them, so it’s asked 
for approval to buy these 
two vehicles for $30,000. 

Mileage and mainte-
nance were discussed, 
all of  which come with 
reports upon purchase. 
They have been inspect-
ed thoroughly and it’s 
stated that there is noth-
ing wrong with these two 
SUVs; the police depart-
ment simply wants to 
replace them. The costs 
for the decal strip and re-
brand, any cosmetic work 
(new paint) and basic 
auto maintenance would 
be roughly $38,000. The 
original appropriated 
budget for police cars is 
$65,000.

While a motion was 
made and passed for the 
purchase, some discus-
sion was held over the ab-
sence of  paperwork. They 
would like to be reviewed 
prior to purchase. The pa-
perwork is contingent on 
purchase, which was sec-
onded as a passed motion 
again regardless.

Other updates dis-
cussed included the pool 
and the Zimmer build-
ing. There were plenty 
of  various costs listed 
for breakdowns of  the 
project and updates, the 
construction, and how to 
proceed with HVAC and 
any other buildings in 
Brookville that are cur-
rently involved in any 
current projects.

A new ordinance 
was placed to have util-
ity companies notify 
the town when work has 
been done, since in the 
past, work has been done, 
roads have been cut and 
torn up, and nobody was 
notified prior to these 
works. 

The golf  course is be-
hind on possible renew-
als and the continued 
rising costs are putting it 
behind. Not many under-
stand how much the golf  
course is going to cost 
overall, so with expected 
revenue at a standstill, 
there are financial con-
cerns. 

Residential parking 
discussions were tabled 
momentarily. John stated 
that he wanted to have 
enforced (on their part) 
2-hour parking down-
town on Main Street. 
For residential parking, 
there would be handicap 
parking. An argument 
ensued over the voting of  
the matter and whether it 
would be done regardless, 
and overall, a vote was 
made to put the handi-
cap parking signs out in 
front of  the residential 
houses (Moores’ houseat 
11th and Franklin). A few 

board members feel they 
shouldn’t start getting 
involved in the residents’ 
and business’ parking 
matters. A lot of  people 
want designated parking 
in front of  their homes, 
and it will become an 
issue further down the 
road. Further discussion 
on rezoning led to anoth-
er vote, but the topic was 
tabled due to lack of  ap-
proval and motions car-
ried. 

 Lastly was the Com-
munity Collaboration 
Fund grant, given out by 
the Indiana Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion, of  $40,000 with a 
25% match. The grant 
is for a program that in-
spires new collaborations 
between entrepreneur 
support organizations to 
fill gaps and enhance the 
ecosystem. So far, several 
business partners in-
clude the Small Business 
Association, The Frank-
lin County Community 
School Corporation, 
Main Street Brookville, 
Whitewater Publications, 
and the Brookville Rede-
velopment Commission. 

If  received, the 25% 
match would be up to 
$10,000. If  each business 
gives a little bit towards 
the grant match, it shows 
commitment and support 
towards the businesses. 
The workshops for small 
businesses were funda-
mental in outlining how 
each business can sup-
port one another and with 
this grant, the town can 
further expand on over-
all community, network, 
marketing, financial, and 
personal growth. 

The board agreed to 
partner with the collabo-
ration fund grant with a 
passing vote. More infor-
mation will come as this 
grant is pursued. 

A separate issue 
brought up was Reservoir 
Road and the amount of  
traffic that has increased. 
There is the culvert and 
drain by the golf  course 
that still needs repaired 
but now that is impos-
sible, especially with the 
large trucks that are now 
using Reservoir for the 
detour. It’s a concern on 
whether or not others 
will be held responsible 
for yards getting torn 
up due to the traffic and 
trucks, and how they 
plan to continue with the 
drain repair. 

It was stated that while 
the current concrete can 
withstand the traffic, if  
anything is damaged, the 
board wouldn’t be held 
responsible. 

With nothing else, the 
meeting was adjourned.

BTC Continued from Page 1
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Boys golf on 2-meet
win streak

Cats sit
at 4-8

Lady Cats bounce
back with W

Track team
competes in Indy

Lady Cats: 8 days,
7 games

The Franklin County 
boys golf  team showed 
improvement at Hid-
den Valley Golf  Club 
last Tuesday in com-
parison to the show-
ing at the same course 
last year, according to 
coach Dylan Huber. FC 
improved by 13 shots 
over the past season, 
shooting 188; Batesville 
won with 165 and host 
Lawrenceburg, behind 

medalist Cameron Wil-
liamson’s 36, shot 181. 
Oldenburg had 219.

The Wildcats were 
led by sophomores 
Gavin Gillman and Car-
son Allen, each with 46, 
and closely followed up 
by classmates Brady 

Foster (47) and Hayden 
Rolfes (49). 

Colin Troyer carded 
54 and Carsyn Patter-
son 58.

The team had a 
strong showing at mu-
nicipal Brook Hill Golf  
Club Thursday, defeat-
ing the South Dearborn 
Knights by a score of  
167-209. FC was paced 
by Allen (38) and Foster 
(39).

Gillman, Rolfes and 
Patterson came in at 45; 
Jackson Williams had 
49, Michael Wiesemann 
50, Nick Vanoven 53 and 
Cameron Young 53.

FC defeated the 
Union County Patri-
ots at Liberty Country 
Club Monday, 179–191. 
Medalist for the match 
was Rolfes with a score 
of  41. 

Allen finished at 
44 while Foster and 
Gillman each shot 47. 
Patterson was at 54, 
Vanoven 57, Troyer 61, 
Wiesemann 61, Young 
63 and Williams 69.

FC hosts East Central 
today.

Wildcat baseball 
dropped an 8-4 decision 
at Batesville’s Liberty 
Field Thursday. BHS 
outhit the Cats 10-6 and 
FC committed two er-
rors to the Bulldogs’ one.

Senior Eli Butt had 
a double and sopho-
more Blake Stephenson 
drove in two runs on two 
singles. Junior Bray-
lon Kruthaupt swiped 
a base. Senior Ethan 
Brewer started and 
took the loss, giving up 

four earned runs in two 
frames. Stephenson (2 
ER, 4 IP) struck out four.

There were three four-
run half-innings Friday 
at FC; unfortunately for 
the Cats, visiting Hager-
stown had two of  those 
in winning 10-4. Hits 
were even at seven and 
FC coughed up eight 
miscues in the field 
(HHS 3).

Senior Isaiah Lee 
smacked a double and 
sophomore Austin An-
dre a triple for the home 
side. Butt and Stephen-
son had single RBI and 
Kruthaupt stole two bas-
es. Senior Porter Dorrel 
took the loss but just one 
of  his five runs allowed 
was earned. Likewise 
for Kaden Welch (2 of  4 
runs) and Andre (0 of  1).

In a makeup game Sat-
urday, FC fell to EIAC foe 
Connersville 10-5. The 
Cats led 5-3 before the 
Spartans broke out for 
six runs in the fourth. 
CHS had 11 hits to FC’s 7 
and FC committed three 
errors.

Butt doubled and Ste-
phenson tripled. Andre 
drove in three and se-
nior Ben Becker two. 
Brewer, Kruthaupt and 
Welch were steals men. 
Kruthaupt was hung 
with the loss, allow-
ing four earned runs 
in three frames. Senior 
Branson Galyen (3 ER) 
and Andre (0 earned) 
also threw.

The Cats crushed 
South Dearborn on the 
road Monday, 17-1, in five 
innings. Highlight was a 
12-run fourth. FC outhit 
the Knights 10-3 and had 
just one error to SD’s 
three.

Kruthaupt (3 RBI, 
SB), Stephenson (3 RBI, 
SB) and junior Garrett 
Kuntz all doubled. Beck-
er had 4 RBI and Lee 2 
(SB). Welch (2 SB), Andre 
(SB) and junior Landon 
Johnson each drove in 
runs. Butt pitched all 
five frames for the win, 
fanning four and walk-
ing just one.

FC (1-6 EIAC) hosts SD 
Thursday.

Lawrenceburg shut 
out the Lady Wildcats 5-0 
in a varsity conference 
tennis match at the Ti-
ger courts last Tuesday.

In #1 Singles play, 
Lizzie Caudill topped 
Nicole Mears 7-5, 6-1 in 
a battle of  seniors. Ca-
dence Fricke won over 
senior Lola Mann 6-1, 
6-0 at 2 singles while 
at #3 Singles, Emma 
Kaymmeyer defeated se-
nior Moorea Nobbe 6-1, 
6-2. Sarah McAndrew/
Jenna May won against 
Kristen Ison/Vivian Si-
las 6-2, 6-1 in a match 
featuring all seniors. At 
#2 Doubles, Maddy Nel-
son/Kelsey Offutt got by 
sophomore Serena Silas 
and senior Lillie Graf  
6-4, 6-2.

FC won in JV action, 
3-2. Mady Rosenberger/
Sayla Sacksteder won 

6-3; senior Hannah 
George won 6-3 and 
Makayla Randall/Gen 
Pueyo triumphed 7-5.

Centerville defeated 
FC 4-1 in Wayne County 
the next day.

Mears earned a win 
over Makenna Hart-
man, 7-6 (7-2), 6-3. Kylar 
Marshall beat Mann 6-4, 
6-4 and Ellie Cox won 
over Nobbe, 6-0, 6-3. Ad-
die Shipman and Avery 
Dickerson defeated S. 
Silas and Ison, 6-3, 3-6, 
6-4, while Madi Fralick 
and Mikigh Hartman 
slipped past Graf  and 
Rosenberger 6-3, 7-6 (7-0).

The Bulldogs won the 
JV match, 2-1. Mady Wil-
son and Sacksteder won 
in doubles, 7-5.

Monday FC defeated 
host Cambridge City 
Lincoln 3-2 in varsity 
and JV action. Mann 

earned the key third 
match, coming back 
from a 2-5 deficit in the 
second set to win in a tie-
breaker.

Mears fell 6-3, 6-4 to 
Mia Cupp. Mann’s final 
over Bailey Burgin was 
6-3, 7-6 (7-4). Nobbe bat-
tled to a 6-4, 7-6 (8-6) loss 
against Raegan Stur-
gis. The doubles sweep 
saw S. Silas and Ison 
top Rachel Morgan and 
Luna Garcia 6-0, 6-3 and 
V. Silas and Graf  claim 
a 6-0, 6-1 win over Jules 
Losekamp and Deliah 
Rains.

JV improved to 3-2 by 
winning 3-2. Wilson won 
6-3; in doubles, Rosen-
berger/Sacksteder won 
6-1 and Savannah Nel-
son/Willa Bruns won 
6-0.

FC (2-6) is at Greens-
burg Thursday.

FC track and field par-
ticipated in the Pike Invi-
tational Saturday on the 
north side of  Indianapo-
lis. The girls tied for 7th 
with Jeffersonville (30 
pts.) and the boys were 
9th (16). Fort Wayne Car-
roll won the girls end and 
Homestead the boys side.

The girls had a pair 
of  third-place finishes 
as Emma Rosenberger 
did so in pole vault (10 
ft.) and the 4x100 team 
of  Audrey Harper, Ella 

Flannery, Taylan Brewer 
and Mackenzie Brzez-
inski took bronze (51.66 
seconds). Flannery, team 
MVP for the meet, was 
4th in high jump (5-2) and 
the 200 (26.94pr). Hanna 
Betzing placed 5th in 
pole vault (9 ft.). Brzezin-
ski was 7th in 300 hurdles 
(50.82). The 4x400 (Flan-
nery, Brzezinski, Esther 
George, Brewer; 4:32.27) 
and 4x800 (Jacy & Jae-
lyn Grimmeissen, Shyla 
Beard, Reagan Minniti; 

12:48.95) teams were 8th.
Top scorer for the boys 

was Lance Fields in shot 
put (PR of  48-2 for 5th). 
Clayton Lunsford was 
6th in shot (45-10pr) and 
discus (127-2). Earl Carr 
was 6th in high jump (5-
10). The 4x400 team of  
Brandon Willis, Owen 
Harvey, Joey Meyer and 
James Rowland also took 
6th (3:44.84).

FC varsity is at the 
East Central invite Fri-
day.

The FC softball team 
started a busy stretch 
last Monday with a 9-2 
defeat at the hands of  
East Central. Six of  
the Lady Trojans’ runs 
were earned. A quiet 
Lady Wildcat offense 
scored twice on seven 
hits. Brooke Stang 
belted a 2-run homer 
and senior Kendal Cain 
(double) and sophomore 
Madison Perleberg had 
2 hits each.

Against another 
tough conference foe 
Wednesday, FC defeated 
South Dearborn 4-2. The 
Cats scored early. Stang 
walked, Annie Hoff  sin-
gled and senior Kensee 
Ferman was hit by a 
pitch to load the bases; 
Bailey Kaiser cleared 
the sacks with a triple 
down the left-field line. 
Lee later brought Kai-
ser in. Lee dominated in 
a complete game effort, 
fanning two and allow-
ing seven hits. Perlberg 
added a double.

Hosting Milan Thurs-
day, FC scored eight 
times in the first en 
route to an 11-0 blowout. 
Jillian Harris twirled 
a 2-hit shutout, adding 
seven punchouts to her 
season total. Stang went 
yard again as part of  a 
3-hit, 3 RBI night. Tiffa-
ny Billman doubled and 
drove in three. Emily 

Fellure, Perleberg and 
Hoff  (double, RBI) had 
2 hits each and Ferman, 
Cain and Olivia Bennett 
an RBI apiece. 

In a weekend tourney 
at Kokomo, FC started 
with an 8-5 loss to Bell-
mont Friday. Stang (SB) 
left the park again, driv-
ing in three. Kaiser add-
ed an RBI. Lee took the 
loss with 5 earned runs 
in 5 frames. Saturday 
FC defeated South Bend 
Riley 8-7. Hoff  tripled 
while Stang (twice), Lee 
and Kaiser doubled. 
Stang had 3 RBI, Lee 2 
and Billman, Ferman 

and Hoff  1 each. Harris 
and Lee both pitched. 
Westfield downed FC 
11-2. 

Monday the girls lost 
to Connersville 3-0 with 
a lack of  clutch hitting. 
The Cats outhit the 
Spartans 8-7; however, 
Connersville got hits 
with runners in scor-
ing position at critical 
points. Lee pitched a 
great game giving up 3 
runs on 7 hits. Perleberg 
was 3-of-3 and Stang 
2-of-2 (double); Fellure 
also doubled. 

FC (8-4, 1-2) hosts 
Rushville Thursday.
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Will Fehlinger
Sports Editor

Will Fehlinger
Sports Editor

photo Will Fehlinger

Carsyn Patterson.

photo Will Fehlinger

Carson Allen.

photo Red Caboose Photography

Kensee Ferman.

photo Red Caboose Photography

Isaiah Lee.

photo Red Caboose Photography

Eli Butt.
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Candy Sushi Competition: Use our selection of  candy to recreate popu-
lar sushi rolls. The best sushi remake will win a bag full of  candy! April 25 
at Laurel Library at 5 p.m. 

Solar Eclipse Glasses Collection: Brookville and Laurel Libraries will 
be drop-off  points for your gently used solar eclipse glasses. These glasses 
will then be sent to South America by Brookville Main Street for the eclipse 
in October. All glasses need to be collected by Saturday, April 27.

Cake Jewelry Box: Enjoy making a one-of-a-kind faux cake jewelry box! 
This internet sensation uses lightweight spackle and piping tips to create 
something so cool you need to see it to believe it. Space is limited so please 
RSVP. April 29 at Brookville Library at 4:30 p.m. and April 30 at Laurel Li-
brary at 4:30 p.m.

Wish Movie and Snacks: In a perfect kingdom long ago, a magical king 
grants the wishes of  his people. But a young girl makes a wish that is an-
swered by a star instead, causing the king to turn to dark magic in an at-
tempt to increase his power. Join us for a movie and snacks at Laurel Li-
brary on May 2 at 4:30 p.m. 

A Journey to the Pacific Islands: Travel around the Pacific and learn 
about Asian and Pacific Islanders through stories, crafts, and music. May 3 
at Brookville Library at 10 a.m. 

Comic Book Coasters: Celebrate free comic book week with us by creat-
ing your own set of  comic book coasters with the help of  Mod Podge. At the 
end, you will have finished coasters to keep for yourself  or give as a gift. 
Please RSVP by calling the libraries. May 6 at Brookville Library at 4:30 p.m. 
May 7 at Laurel Library at 4:30 p.m. 

Squash Photo Book: Learn how to make a paper squash book to fill with 
photos and notes. This would make a great memory book or a special gift for 
someone you love. Bring five to six of  your photos to put in your book right 
away! May 9 at Laurel Library at 4:30 p.m. 

Book Sale: Our Spring Friends of  the Library Book Sale is coming up 
soon. We’re currently accepting donations. Both libraries will be accepting 
book and DVD donations. We do not accept dictionaries, textbooks, maga-
zines, or damaged items. The sale dates are May 6-8 at Laurel Library and 
May 8-11 at Brookville Library. The sale runs during the library’s normal 
hours of  operation and until noon on May 11. 

Second Monday Book Club: Join us for Second Monday Book Club on 
May 13 at 6 p.m. at Brookville Library. The May selection is “Nineteen Steps” 
by Millie Bobby Brown. 

Young Hoosier Book Award Preview Party: Introduce yourselves to 
the 2024-2025 Young Hoosier Book Award nominees during our preview par-
ty. Hear a little about the books, enjoy a snack, make a bookmark, and help 
us fill out our YHBA time capsule! May 14 at Brookville Library at 5 p.m. and 
May 16 at Laurel Library at 4:30 p.m. 

DIY Frame Wreath: Give something old life again by learning how to 
make obsolete picture frames into beautiful wreaths! May 14 at Laurel Li-
brary at 4:30 p.m. This program is limited to 12, so please RSVP by calling 
the libraries. 

Learn ASL on Mango Languages: Mango Languages now offers Ameri-
can Sign Language (ASL) courses through its platform. Patrons can model 
native ASL signers, learn at their speed, use a magic mirror feature that al-
lows for visual comparison to check for accuracy, and many other features. 
These practical lessons will enable patrons to carry on basic ASL conversa-
tions. These courses can be accessed via the Mango Languages app or our 
website fclibraries.org.  

Dungeons and Dragons: Our weekly Dungeons and Dragons club meets 
on Thursdays at Brookville Library from 5:30 – 8 p.m.  

Jr. Crafters: Create with us! In this weekly program, we’ll explore art 
through various mediums. It is recommended for ages 9 and up. Fridays at 
4:30 p.m. at Laurel Library.  

Caregiver Memory Kits: Caregiver Memory Kits are resource kits de-
signed for individuals living with dementia and their caregivers and care 
partners. These kits aim to help caregivers and care partners connect with 
helpful resources and increase interaction between the caregiver and their 
loved one. These kits consist of  helpful books and resources for the caregiv-
er and activities for the caregiver and their loved one to enjoy together, such 
as puzzles and bingo. These kits are available for checkout at both library 
branches. 

StoryWalks®: The StoryWalk® continues at Brookville’s Town Park, the 
Mounds State Rec Area’s Wildlife Wander Trail, and the Yellow Bank Trail-
head.  Each trail features a picture book, encourages literacy, physical activ-
ity, and spending time outdoors, and is perfect for families of  all ages!  The 
StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne Ferguson of  Montpelier, VT, and 
developed in collaboration with the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. StoryWalk® is 
a registered service mark owned by Ms. Ferguson.

Brookville’s Totspot Storytime: Mrs. Herbert conducts story times at 10 
a.m. on Mondays. Check our Facebook page for updates.

24/7 Wi-Fi: Please feel free to utilize the Wi-Fi provided 24/7 in our park-
ing lots in Brookville and Laurel.  

Wowbrary: Subscribe to Wowbrary, the library’s weekly newsletter. Stay 
up to date on new materials and library programs. To subscribe, visit our 
website at fclibraries.org and enter your email address under the rotating 
banners. 

Congratulations to 
Kirstin Clark (L) and 
Ava Moore (R) for com-
peting at the 2024 JAG 
National Career Devel-
opment Conference on 
Friday, April 19, in St. 
Louis.  They competed 
in the Creative Criti-
cal Thinking competi-
tion with Grace from 

Milan High School.  
There were 34 teams 
from around the coun-
try that they competed 
against.  They had the 
opportunity to tour St. 
Louis, visit the aquari-
um, attend a Cardinals 
baseball game, attend 
workshops and a ca-
reer expo, dress up for 

a dance, and network 
with other JAG stu-
dents from all across 
the country.  They at-
tended the Conference 
from April 18-20, 2024.  
They created lasting 
friendships and memo-
ries. 

Source: Tanya 
Wirtz

FCHS students compete at
2024 national JAG competition

100 Continued from Page 4

“I told her I’m so thankful for her because every time I visit, I didn’t get 
to meet my grandparents but I feel like I know them through her,” Sarah 
said. “She has taught us so much about our family, how to cook, how to save, 
how to love. When you come here, you are fed and taken care of  even if  
you aren’t hungry.” 

Writer’s Note: Virgie, it was a pleasure to meet you! Thank you for taking 
the time to sit down with me and share your beautiful stories. I have made a 
new friend I look forward to visiting again. Happy Birthday, Virgie!
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2024 marks the 100th anniversary of  the first graduating class of  Whitewater High 
School.  A few alumni are organizing a celebration to be held in May 2024, and are 
submitting recollections for the Forgotten Franklin County column to draw attention 
to the event.  This is the first submission and comes from a Brookville High School 
grad, Susan Wendel Knight, who attended Whitewater and Springfield schools for 
grades 1-8.  This article intends to set the stage by exploring the origins and early 
years of  Whitewater Township School. WHS grads and teachers will submit succeed-
ing articles for the next few weeks highlighting their WHS experiences.  JAS

Whitewater School was 
constructed to replace the 
township’s nine existing 
one-room schools.   These 
buildings were honored 
in a framed photo col-
lage prominently hung at 
Whitewater School and 
later moved to Mt. Carmel 
School where it was once 
again displayed.  The col-
lage featured a large photo 
of  WHS surrounded by 
nine smaller photos of  the 
one-room schools.  Each of  
these schools was known 
by a familiar name but 
also carried an assigned 

number.  
• LaRue, No. 1, located at the NE intersection of  Drewersburg and Sparks 

Roads, stands.  On May 7, 1924, sold at auction to W.E. Dickson. 
• Liberty, No. 2, located at the east side of  the intersection of  Johnson’s Fork 

and Kerr Roads, stands. On May 7, 1924, sold at auction to Vinton Wehr.
• Possum Hollow or Valley of  Hope, No., 3, located along Possum Hollow 

Road when the east and west branches were connected, partially standing. On May 
7, 1924, sold at auction to V. Hicks.

• Jackman, No. 4, located on the east side of  the easternmost set of  90-degree 
turns on English Hill Road, stands.  On May 7, 1924, sold at auction to Balser Met-
zler.

• Drewersburg, No. 5, located at the SW corner of  Drewersburg and 
Mortashed Roads, was razed. On May 6, 1924, sold at auction to Clem Cleaver. 

• Rockdale, No. 6, located on the east side of  Johnson’s Fork Road in Rock-
dale, stands.  On May 6, 1924, sold at auction to Amos Lowe.

• Snow Hill, No., 7, located on the north side of  Snow Hill Road, is gone. On 
May 6, 1924, sold at auction to Jake Reiner.

• New Trenton, No. 8, located at the intersection of  Walnut and West in New 
Trenton, stands.  Sold at auction on May 18, 1925.

• Blackburn, No. 9, located along St. Peter’s Road west of  New Trenton, is 
gone.  Sold at auction on May 18, 1925.  This building was stone; the others were 
brick.

The reasons for No. 8 and No. 9 selling one year later than the others are un-
known.  Marked on Section 15 on the west side of  Wesley Chapel Road on Hutchin-
son property in the 1867 and 1882 Franklin County Atlases, No. 10 is a bit of  a mys-
tery.  It is assumed it closed before 1923. A 1977 article in the American mentions 11 
one-room schools were built, but no details have been found (Brookville American, 
17 Nov. 1977).

Why abandon the one-room schools?  Whitewater Township wasn’t the first to do 
so.  Other Franklin County townships had already abandoned theirs and others fol-
lowed.  Of  note, neighboring Springfield Township abandoned its one-room schools 
just one year earlier.  

School consolidation 
is a hot-button topic now.  
During this time, the term 
used was “centralization.”  
The 1977 article referenced 
above attributed finan-
cial benefits as a primary 
reason for replacing the 
one-room schools with one 
building.  The same article 
noted the New Trenton 
community tended to op-
pose the new school be-
cause they already offered 
two years of  high school 
instruction and the pro-
posed location at the top 
of  Elkhorn Hill was too 
treacherous in inclement weather.  Newspapers at the time made little mention of  
opposition to the plan.  Instead, articles documented meetings of  the “White Water 
Farmers” who felt a high school and centralized building with an auditorium “that 
could be used to hold the commencements, township institutes, and as a place for 
farmers to meet” would benefit farmers.  In addition, students would have easier 
access to a high school education and costs incurred by transporting students to 
other high schools would be eliminated.  A committee, comprised of  J.R. Willey, 
Albert Williams, and Henry Strohmier, was “appointed to investigate and find out 
what steps had to be taken in order to get a new centralized school house.” (Demo-
crat, 23 Oct 1919)

In May of  1922, the wheels were in motion.  The Democrat carried legal notices 

Whitewater School History for the “Location of  Township School,” the “Sale of  Bonds for School House Con-
struction” and a “School House Notice to Contractors.”  The chosen location was 
“upon the lands now owned by Michael Fohl approximately two miles from Ashby 
Station, and at the top of  the Elkhorn Hill.”  Construction would be for “a joint high 
school and elementary building and for the installation of  a heating and ventilat-
ing system, and for the installation of  a plumbing and sewerage system and for the 
installation of  electric wiring . . . .  Said building is to be a two story and basement 
brick building.”  Plans were available from Architect H.M. Griffin of  Connersville. 
To finance construction, Township Trustee Albert R. Williams offered bonds total-
ing $41,000 (Brookville Democrat, 18 May 1922). In June of  1922, it was announced 
that the Jones Construction Company of  Connersville was awarded the contract 
with work to “begin at once” (Democrat 22 June 1922).  In July of  1923, The Democrat 
carried notice that the White Water Centralized School was almost complete and 
Township Trustee Louis Linkle advertised bids for seven bus routes.

The 1923 school year opened with Ernest S. Clark, H.R. Brauchla, and Miss Edna 
Davis as high school teachers.  Mr. Clark also served as principal.  Lower grade 
staff  included Mrs. C.B. Ware at first grade, Ruth Lake at second, Miss Florence 
Bates at third, Dorothy Ross at fourth, Hazel Hutchinson at fifth, and Helen Case 
at sixth.  As Lena Strohmier reminisced in the 1950 Echo, “On September 10, 1923 
a bewildered group of  teachers and pupils met for the first time in the Whitewater 
consolidated School.  To get to the various classrooms, we had to pass stacks of  
books and desks piled in the halls.  These were gathered from the one room schools 
of  the Township.  No one knew where to go!  After much confusion, each and every 
one of  us found our places and school got under way.”

The dedication of  the White Water Township Centralized School Building took 
place on Nov. 1, 1923.  The event began with a chicken supper at 4:30 followed by 
musical selections by the Willeys Orchestra, Mr. E.F. Calvert, and Mrs. Reas Brad-
ley.  The invocation was by C.B. Ware while Prof. E.D. Clark and Prof. E.L. Austin 
of  Purdue University delivered addresses (Democrat, 25 Oct 1923).  Lena Strohmier 
noted, “This supper was such a success socially and financially that one has been 
served nearly every year since then.”

By the spring of  1924, Miss Davis had students competing in Indiana’s first Latin 
contest sponsored by Indiana University, and WHS prepared commencement ex-
ercises for its inaugural graduating class comprised of  three young women: Lena 
Strohmier, Dorothy Wiwi Orschell, and Amy Willey Jones.  

Although the succeeding class of  1925 counted only five graduates, WHS estab-
lished a sporting legacy by fielding both a boys and a girls basketball team.  The 
Brookville Democrat of  Feb. 26, 1925, carried news of  dual wins against Bright High 
School at Whitewater on Feb. 6th.  The girls won 7 to 5, while the boys’ win was 
28 to 3.  The same night, Whitewater Bus Drivers played Springfield Bus Drivers 
with Whitewater again victorious scoring 8 points to Springfield’s 3.  The following 
week, Whitewater’s boys beat Middletown 15 to 14 (Democrat, 26 Feb. 1925).

These athletic endeavors took place in the gym located on the lower/basement 
level of  the building.  That facility served the student body and community until 
the 1941-42 school year.  In November of  1939, Clarence Lake, township trustee, ad-
vertised a notice for bids for materials for a new gym.  Plans were to be obtained 
from Henkey & Hanson, Architects and Engineers, of  Connersville.  The building 
was to be 124’ X 81’ and situated at the east end of  the 1923 structure.  It would in-
clude an 85’ X 62’ gym, “the only regulation gym in this section of  the country,” as 
well as a stage, showers, restrooms, and a home economics room.  The cost was es-
timated to be $63,787 with federal aid assisting with the financing.  The cornerstone 
was laid during a ceremony on June 23, 1940.  The building was expected to be ready 
for occupancy by Jan. 1, 1941 (Democrat, 30 Nov. 1939 and 20 June 1940).

The construction deadline was a bit optimistic.  The new building was dedicated 
on Wednesday, Nov. 5, 1941.  The ceremony was combined with a basketball game 
between WHS and Brookville High School.  Both “A” and “B” squads played and 
BHS brought their band to provide “added entertainment including a floor drill.”  
Despite their best efforts in their “exceptionally fine gym and auditorium” the Elk-
horns fell to the Hounds in a hard-fought overtime loss with the Hounds’ Charles 
Zuch making the game-winning goal and handing the Elkhorns a 38 to 36 loss.  The 
B-team fared worse, suffering a 42-29 loss to the Pups (Democrat, 30 Oct 1941 and 6 
Nov. 1941).

The Echos document a shift in school dynamics when neighboring rival Spring-
field High School began sending its high school students to Whitewater in 1966-67.  
The lower grade configuration fluctuated a bit, but simplistically grades 1-3 were 
offered at each school while upper elementary was offered at Springfield. 

The games, the studies, and the community events began to dwindle following 
the 1973-74 school year as consolidation with Brookville High School began.  The 
class of  1974, graduating exactly 50 years after the inaugural class of  1924, was 
WHS’s last.  The 1974 Echo features these seniors: Patricia Chitwood, Michael Davis, 
Darrell Gilbert, Margaret Goodin Clark, Wayne Gillespie, Rodney Grubbs, Ellen 
Hicks, Edwin Hofer, David Kaiser, Larry Kerr, Debra Laake [sic], Jackie Lane, Jen-
nie Lane, Deborah Lunsford Walker, Karen Mergenthal, Connie Offill, Karen Rader, 
Shirley Sauerland, Tony Sauerland, Terry Smith, Mike Stirn, Kenneth Stone, Mary 
Volk, Eddie Walker, Loren Watson, Joyce Wilhelm, and Rosemary Wiwi.

From 1974-75 through 1976-77, Whitewater School served select elementary 
grades through Grade 9.   Grades 10 through 12 were bused to Brookville High 
School.  At the end of  the 1976-77 school year, Whitewater School closed.  Grades 1-8 
from Whitewater and Springfield were sent to the new Mt. Carmel School located 
at the intersection of  Johnson’s Fork and Dickson Roads on the Springfield/White-
water Township Line.  All high school students were bused to BHS. 

Whitewater’s legacy continues at the Brookville Public Library with what we 
believe to be a complete set of  Whitewater Echo yearbooks--1949 to 1974.  (A few 
years are photocopies of  originals.)  We may also have a complete set of  Springfield 
yearbooks: 1928, 1951, and 1952.  If  you know of  any others, we’d love to make copies.  
In addition, on cold, winter days, Judy Leary has been known to don Tom’s WHS 
letter sweater.  

Anyone with an interest in WHS is invited to attend a 100th Anniversary celebra-
tion on May 18th at Third Place.  Please contact Diana Schuck Bruns for more info:  
email: dmbruns@live.com –Phone: 765-220-6012.

Whitewater High School, photo from 1971 WHS Echo yearbook.

Possum Hollow School as it looked c. 1931. Courtesy 
of Inez Liming’s family.

The Brookville Democrat, 17 Feb. 1921.

Left: Inagural WHS Class of 1924. Lena Strohmier, Amy Willey Jones, and Doro-
thy Wiwi Orschell. Courtesy of Ella Mae Volk. Right: WHS Class of 1925. Center 
front: Mary Liming Hiler. Classmates: Dulcie Kelly, Adrian Lytle, Jerome Wiwi, Fran-
ces Wiwi. Courtesy of Ella Mae Volk.
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With the completion 
of  his bike ride, Jim 
Wilz has finally reached 
his destination and suc-
cessfully raised aware-
ness and support for 
breast cancer survivors. 
A quick recap - Jim part-
nered with an organiza-
tion called Move Beyond 
Surviving, who focus on 
helping breast cancer 
survivors regain some 
normalcy in their post-
treatment lives, build-
ing strength and com-
munication, gaining 
new friendships, and 
learning how to contin-
ue living a healthy and 
full life. This came after 
Jim saw how much his 
wife, Melissa, struggled 
to adapt to her post-
treatment life as a survi-
vor herself. 

Here is his final up-
date: 

Hello Friends and 
Family,  

It is hard to believe 
but after 44 days we all 
arrived safely by bicycle 
at the Atlantic Ocean 
around noon today. The 
trip is over! And in the 
books. Great friend-
ships were made along 
the way and completion 
would not have been 
possible without sup-
port, encouragement, 
and prayers from all of  

you. Melissa and I are 
honored to support such 
a great cause. 

Day 38 -Gulf  Shores 
Al to Ft Walton Beach 
Fla. (75 miles, 683 Ft 
Gain,5h 15m in seat) 
After about eight miles 
today, we crossed the 
Florida border, but no 
sunshine as it was blus-
tery day! Just one state 
to go. At the state line, 
I passed Florabama, a 
very popular panhan-
dle beach bar. I had at 
least 10 people tell me to 
make a stop here. Next 
time! 

Day 39 -Ft. Walton 
Beach to Chipley Fla. 
(87 Miles, 2018 ft eleva-
tion gain 5hr 25m in 
seat.) We left at sunrise 
today to try and out cy-
cle a massive storm. The 
good news is we made 
it by 30 minutes. After 
our arrival, it rained for 
over 12 hours. No pic-
tures today just radar as 
our route was in rural 
north Florida. 

Day 40 - Chipley 
Fla. to Midway Fla. (79 
Miles, 2207 Elevation 
Gain 4h 34m in seat.) We 
had a nice ride in North 
Florida today with 
weather and wind fully 
cooperating. The day 
had a bit of  a country 
music theme as within 
one mile of  each other 
we crossed the Chat-
tahoochee River (Way 
down yonder with Alan 

Jackson) then we brief-
ly crossed the Georgia 
border (Florida-Georgia 
Line “This is how we 
roll”) .

Day 41 Midway Fla. 
to Madison Fla. (76 
Miles, 1960 Elevation 
Gain, 5h 3m in seat) 
The ride highlight of  
the day was along the 
historic Old St. Augus-
tine Canopy Road. In 
the early 1800s this was 
one of  the main roads 
in Florida and went 
from Tallahassee to St. 
Augustine. Later in the 
morning, the storm of  
two days ago caught up 
with us in the form of  
flooded roads. We had 
an afternoon break in 
Ray Charles Park. 

Day 42 - Madison 
Fla. to Alachua Fla. (84 
Miles, 1445 Elevation 
Gain 4h 54m in seat) 
Only three days to go 

until we finish, so we 
started the day with 
our first Waffle House 
breakfast of  the trip! I 
do have to say it was the 
best breakfast. Our ride 
took us along US 90 dur-
ing Flea across Florida. 
This is just miles and 
miles of  yard sales. 

Day 43 Alachua Fla. 
to Palatka-Lake Fla. (65 
Miles 1300 ft elevation 
Gain 4h 2m in seat.) On 
our second to last day, 
we finished the ride on 
the Palatka - Lake But-
ler State Trail. Since 
Louisiana, our fellow 
rider from Wales has 
been looking for an al-
ligator. We finally spot-
ted one today. My son, 
Graham, joined me for a 
20-mile ride today. 

Day 44 Palatka Fla. 
to St Augustine Beach 
Fla. (35 miles , 217 feet 
elevation gain, 2h 10m 

in seat) After a beautiful 
sunrise in Palatka, we 
biked as a group into St 
Augustine. Today’s ride 
was somewhat of  a mi-
crocosm of  our whole 
trip. We had headwinds, 
tailwinds, flat tire, con-
struction traffic, and 
bridge crossings, all 
within three hours. Our 
ending at St John’s Pier 
in St. Augustine Beach 
was a special moment. 
We were greeted with 
cheers, cowbells, par-
ticipation trophies, and 
many friends and fam-
ily members. Our front 
wheel dip in the Atlan-
tic Ocean was a memo-
rable end to a wonderful 
journey. 

An interesting his-
torical tidbit, we start-
ed our ride near the 
Spanish Mission San 
Luis Rey in San Diego 
and Fountain of  Youth 

is at the Spanish Mis-
sion Nombre de Das in 
St. Augustine. In some 
ways we were on the 
trail of  the early Span-
ish Franciscans during 
our ride. 

In the 1890s Teddy 
started the first bicycle 
police force in NYC. A 
funny tidbit, he was 
pulled over for speeding 
by the bicycle police he 
started. Here are two of  
my favorite quotes from 
Teddy:  

“Believe you can and 
you’re halfway there.” 
― Theodore  Roos-

evelt 
“People don’t care 

how much you know un-
til they know how much 
you care” 
― Theodore  Roos-

evelt 
I just biked 2900 miles 

across the USA.
(See “BIKE” pg. 10)

Jim Wilz completes six week bike ride across U.S.
Cheyenne Lance

Lead Staff Writer
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HELP WANTED
Drivers wanted, class A CDL, 
clean driving record, experi-
ence a plus, hourly pay. Kopp’s 
Turkey Sales, 513-367-4133.                                 
(3-tfc)
----------------------------------
Whitewater Processing, LLC 
accepting applications for full 
and part time positions. Com-
petitive wages, weekly pay and 
bonuses. Call Monday-Friday 
8:00am-4:00pm 513-367-4133.         
(3-tfc)
----------------------------------

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Antiques & Collectibles 
Or Almost Anything Of Value. 
Will Buy One Item Or Whole 
Estate Or Collection. Willing 
To Root Through Barns, Base-
ments, Etc. One Mans Junk Is 
Another Mans Treasure. Call 
or Text Mike Anytime 765-309-
8670 (14-26tp)
----------------------------------

GARAGE/YARD 
SALE

Creekside Church Benefit 4 day 

yard sale. April 24-27, Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday, (8am-
4pm) Saturday (8am-1pm). 
Furniture, clothing all sizes, 
jewelry, books, household, toys, 
games, holiday decor. Hall will 

be packed! All proceeds ben-
efit Kenyan Children in Meed at 
grain of Rice Academy. 11001 
Bossert Rd. Brookville. (17-1tp)
----------------------------------

sick - State Regent 
Priscella Kramer is 
having surgery, Joan 
May in hospital, Jane 
Selm, Sister Andre 
Burkhart hopes to be 
getting her cast off  
soon, Mr. & Mrs. Size-
more need prayers re-
quested by Jacqueline.    

Membership prayer 
recited by all.       Re-
gent Julie read the 
March Birthdays. 

Report of  the scribe 
– Janet Meyer, Scribe 
reported she has 
sheets to sign up for 
the K of  C desserts and 
she also reported on 
the HGA Breakfast on 
March 17th, 2024, they 
are in need of  break-
fast foods. A sheet was 
provided for ladies to 
sign. 

Social Activities –
Vickie Prybyla stated 
the Corporate Commu-
nion Party will by held 
on Wednesday April 
24, Doors will open at 
6:00 dinner at 6:30 pm. 
Commitee will provide 
the meal. The party 
will be themed around 
the Eucharist. 

Respect Life – Re-
gent Julie asked for 
ideas for nursing home 
at Easter. It was dis-
cussed but nothing de-
cided. She will contact 
them and get ideas. 

Prayer for Youth was 
recited by all.    

Funeral Lunches: 
Oglesby – served the 
family of  Mary Ann 
Deffner on Feb. 10th 
and served 125. 

In New Business 

–Regent Bowling re-
ported the upcoming 
Spring Fling will be 
held on April 27th and 
28th at Montgomery, 
Indiana. Reservation 
slips are available from 
her.  She also reported 
that St. Elizabeth Cole-
man needs baby items.  
It has been printed in 
the bulletin.  Oglesby 
brought up the Intense 
Youth Conference at 
St. Leon on June 7-9. 
A motion was made 
by Oglesby we donate 
to them seconded by 
Handley – motion car-
ried. Carrie DeFos-
sett asked if  anyone 
is interested getting 
involved with “Stayin 
Alive,” contact her. 
Their goal is working 
in a Healthier Frank-
lin County. 

Good of  the Order 
was given by Vice Re-
gent Katie Cox. 

Amy Schuck, Trea-
surer, gave the reading 
of  the bills.  A motion 
to pay the bills was 
made by Janell Ogles-
by, seconded by Becky 
Pelsor.  Motion car-
ried.  

The obligation was 
recited, and adjourn-
ment was made by 
Regent Julie. Clos-
ing Prayer was led by 
Chancellor Denise.              
Door Prize won by Pel-
sor.

Hostesses for April 
2nd meeting were Ja-
net Meyer and Eileen 
Orschell.

Source: Janet 
Meyer

Club Continued from Page 2

 It is time for a cheese-
burger in paradise that 
my sister-in-law Me-
linda promised me if  
I finished. Also, some 
Skyline chili! If  you are 
from Cincinnati, make 
sure you watch the end 
of  this video as it was 
filmed in Cincy, and you 
can see Jimmy on a bi-
cycle! 

Thank you all for fol-
lowing my blog. I have 
averaged over 300 read-
ers a week and that is 

something I did not ex-
pect. Peace, Jim. 

Congratulations to 
Jim for completing this 
ride. It was something 
he always wanted to ac-
complish. His friends, 
family, and many sup-
porters are proud of  
him, and his fellow 
bikers and we wish 
Jim and his family the 
best as they continue to 
ride, support survivors, 
and enjoy their loves 
moving forwards!

Bike Continued from Page 9
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
FRANKLIN COUNTY
CCMG 2024-1 ROAD 

RESURFACING
The Board of Commissioners 

announces the following Public 
Work Projects to be bid per the fol-
lowing: 

Scope of work: Hot Mix 
Asphalt resurfacing of Pocket Rd, 
Frontage Rd and Autumn Oaks 
in Franklin County containing ap-
proximately 16,705 tons. Award will 
be within 15 days of bid opening. 
The project must be completed by 
the fall of 2024. Contractors shall 
comply with all requirements of IC-
5-16-13.

Date/Time: Bids will be opened 
at the County Commissioners 
meeting at 10:00 AM on Wednes-
day May 15th, 2024.   Bids should 
be received in the Auditor’s office 
prior to 10:00 AM on Wednesday 
May 15th, 2024.

Bid Location: Commissioners/
Council Chambers

Franklin County Government 
Center1010 Franklin Ave.

Brookville, IN 47012
Form 96: Total for all projects 

shall be listed on form 96.  Actual 

award may be less than this total.  
Form 96 can be obtained at the of-
fice of the County Superintendent. 
Completed Itemized Proposal 
Form to be attached to Form 96. 

 Bid Bond; Performance Bond; 
Payment Bond: See Special 
Provisions

Insurance:  Workman’s 
Compensation and minimum 
$1,000,000 liability each occur-
rence, $2,000,000 aggregate cover-
age must be certified to Franklin 
County.

Liquidated Damages:  Liqui-
dated Damages as listed in section 
108.09 shall apply per calendar day 
if the project is not completed with-
in the specified period of time.

Suspension and Debarment 
Certification:  To completed as part 
of the Bid 

Questions: A complete list of 
roads to be bid along with Bid 
Specifications and General In-
formation can be obtained from 
the County Highway Superinten-
dent.  For any questions or fur-
ther information, please contact:                                                
County Highway Superintendent 
1360 Fairfield Avenue

Brookville, IN 47012

Telephone: 765-647-4271
Franklin County in accordance 

with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C 
2000d to 2000d-4 and Title 49, Code 
of Federal Regulations, Depart-
ment of Transportation, Subtitle 
A, Office the Secretary, Part 21, 
Nondiscrimination in Federally¬ as-
sisted programs of the Department 
of Transportation and Title 23 Code 
of Federal Regulations, Part 200, 
Title VI Program and Related Stat-
utes, issued pursuant to such Acts, 
hereby notifies all bidders that it 
will affirmatively insure that in any 
contract entered into pursuant to 
this advertisement, disadvantaged 
business enterprises will be afford-
ed full opportunity to submit bids 
in response to this invitation and 
will not be discriminated against on 
the grounds of religion, race, color, 
national origin, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, age, disabil-
ity/handicap and low income in 
consideration for an award.
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TO THE OWNERS OF THE 
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL 

ESTATE AND ALL INTEREST-
ED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of 

a decree to me, directed from the 
Clerk of Circuit Court of Franklin 
County, Indiana, in Cause No. 24C01-
1903-MF-000144, wherein BankUnit-
ed N.A. was Plaintiff, and Alexander 
G. Smith, et al., were the Defendants, 
requiring me to make the sum as 
provided for in said Decree, with in-
terest and costs, I will expose at pub-
lic sale to the highest bidder on the 
28th day of May, 2024, at the hour of 
10:00 a.m. of said day at the Franklin 
County Sheriff’s Office, 371 Main St., 
Brookville, IN 47012, the fee simple 
of the whole body of Real Estate in 
Franklin County, Indiana: 

TRACT 1: 
BEING A PARTY OF THE 

NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 26, TOWNSHIP 12 NORTH, 
RANGE 13 EAST, BROOKVILLE 
TOWNSHIP, FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
INDIANA, BEING BOUNDED 
AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT A MAG NAIL IN 
ROMER ROAD WHICH BEARS 
NORTH 89 DEGREES, 12 MIN-
UTES, 01 SECONDS WEST 305.00 
FEET FROM A RAILROAD SPIKE 
MARKING THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 26, 
TOWNSHIP 12 NORTH, RANGE 
13 EAST; THENCE ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF SAID NORTH-
WEST QUARTER NORTH 89 
DEGREES, 12 MINUTES, 01 
SECONDS WEST 270.43 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES, 
37 MINUTES, 21 SECONDS EAST 
2.87 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89 
DEGREES, 25 MINUTES, 32 SEC-

ONDS WEST 120.86 FEET TO 
AN IRON ROD STAKE; THENCE 
LEAVING SAID SOUTH LINE 
NORTH 00 DEGREES, 29 MIN-
UTES, 56 SECONDS WEST 68.64 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD STAKE; 
THENCE NORTH 66 DEGREES, 
12 MINUTES, 52 SECONDS 
WEST 247.46 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD STAKE; THENCE NORTH 
18 DEGREES, 22 MINUTES, 34 
SECONDS EAST 245.10 FEET TO 
AN IRON ROD STAKE; THENCE 
NORTH 88 DEGREES, 17 MIN-
UTES, 09 SECONDS EAST 539.51 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD STAKE; 
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES, 
14 MINUTES, 00 SECONDS EAST 
425.04 FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING, CONTAINING 5.000 
ACRES.

TRACT 2: 
BEING PART OF THE WEST 

HALF OF SECTION TWENTY-SIX 
(26), TOWNSHIP TWELVE (12), 
NORTH, RANGE THIRTEEN (13) 
EAST, SECOND PRINCIPAL ME-
RIDIAN, BROOKVILLE TOWN-
SHIP, FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
INDIANA, BEING BOUNDED 
AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT THE NORTH-
EAST CORNER OF A 4.869-ACRE 
TRACT WHICH BEARS NORTH 
89 DEGREES, 42 MINUTES, 31 
SECONDS EAST 624.40 FEET 
FROM AN IRON PIPE MARKING 
THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 
12 NORTH, RANGE 13 EAST; 
THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES, 
42 MINUTES, 31 SECONDS EAST 
75.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 00 
DEGREES, 14 MINUTES, 26 SEC-
ONDS EAST 11.73 FEET TO THE 
CENTERLINE OF ROMER ROAD; 

THENCE ALONG SAID CENTER-
LINE, SOUTH 88 DEGREES, 18 
MINUTES, 33 SECONDS WEST 
75.02 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF 
SAID 4.869-ACRE TRACT; THENCE 
ALONG SAID EAST LINE, NORTH 
00 DEGREES, 14 MINUTES, 25 
SECONDS WEST 13.56 FEET TO 
THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
CONTAINING 0.022 ACRES.

State Parcel No. 24-03-26-100-
010.000-003, 24-03-26-100-015.000-
003

More Commonly known as: 
13155 Roemer Road, Brookville, IN 
47012

Together with rents, issues, in-
come and profits thereof, said sale 
will be made without relief from valu-
ation or appraisement laws.

All sales are subject to any first 
and prior liens, taxes and assess-
ments legally levied and assessed 
thereon. Neither the Sheriff nor the 
Plaintiff in this case warrants either 
expressly or implied any title, loca-
tion or legal description of any real 
estate sold at the sale. Any prospec-
tive bidder should obtain their own 
title evidence before making any bid 
on any properties subject to this sale.

DATE:  
Brian K. Tekulve (30882-49)
Law Office of Gerald M. Shapiro, 

LLP
4805 Montgomery Road, Suite 

320
Norwood, OH 45212
(513) 396-8100 Fax: (847) 627-

8805
btekulve@logs.com  
Peter Cates, Franklin County 

Sheriff 
The Sheriff’s Department does 

not warrant the accuracy of the street 
address published herein
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STATE OF INDIANA 
IN THE FRANKLIN CIRCUIT 
COURT
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN  
CAUSE NO. 24C01-2404-EU-000208
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF 
DONALD W. STANG, DECEASED
 NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION 
 Notice is hereby given that on 

April 9, 2024, Rebecca Kolb and 
Lori Tebbe was appointed Personal 

Representatives of the Estate of 
Donald W. Stang, deceased, who 
died on March 21, 2024. 

All persons having claims 
against said estate, whether or not 
now due, must file the claim in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court, 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
notice of administration, or within 
(9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.  

Dated at Brookville, Indiana, 
April 9, 2024

Neysa R. Raible
Clerk of the Franklin Circuit 

Court of Franklin County
ATTORNEY FOR ESTATE:
MULLIN, MCMILLIN & MC-

MILLIN, LLP
814 Main Street
Brookville, Indiana 47012
765-647-4105
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STATE OF INDIANA 
IN THE FRANKLIN CIRCUIT 
COURT
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN  
CAUSE NO. 24C01-2404-MI-000213
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF 
BILLIE WAYNE WEBB, Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Billie Wayne Webb, whose mail-
ing address is 1005 Sparks Road, 
Cedar Grove, Indiana 47016 in 
Franklin County, Indiana, hereby 
gives notice that Billie Wayne 
Webb has filed a petition in the 
Franklin Circuit Court requesting 
that his name be changed to Billy 
Wayne Webb.

Notice is further given that the 
hearing will be held on said Petition 
on: May 30th, 2024 at 1:00 P.M.

Billie Wayne Webb, Petitioner
Date: April 11, 2024
Clerk
Franklin County Circuit Court
                                          17-3tcD                        
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STATE OF INDIANA
IN THE FRANKLIN CIRCUIT 
COURT 
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN
CAUSE NO. 24C02-2404-PL-
00023STATE OF INDIANA,
Plaintiff,
v.
CRAIG MORRIS; B.G. RISMA; 
THE BATH STATE BANK; and 
FRANKLIN
COUNTY, INDIANA,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF SUIT WITH SUM-

MONS BY PUBLICATION
Pursuant to a Praecipe for 

Summons by Publication filed by 
the Plaintiff, State of Indiana, in 
the above-captioned cause of ac-
tion, you are hereby notified that a 
Complaint for Appropriation of Real 
Estate has been filed in the Frank-
lin County Circuit Court, Cause 
Number 24C02-2404-PL-000231, 
regarding an action to acquire real 
estate by eminent domain, said real 
estate more particularly described 
in the attached Exhibit A (the “Real 
Estate”).

The above-named Defendants 
whose whereabouts are unknown 
are “Craig Morris and B.G. Risma, 
as joint tenants with rights of survi-
vorship”, who may claim an interest 
said Real Estate.

The name and address of the 
attorney representing the Plaintiff 
is Thomas M. Bright, Office of the 
Indiana Attorney General, 302 West 
Washington Street, Indianapolis, 
IN 46204; Telephone (317) 232-

6270.
You are a party to said suit and 

you must respond to said suit on or 
before the expiration of thirty

(30) days from the date that the 
third notice of suit is published, or 
judgment by default may be entered 
against you for the relief demanded 
in the Complaint for Appropriation 
of Real Estate, and any interest you 
may have in the above-described 
Real Estate may be terminated. The 
Court may extend the period for fil-
ing objections by an additional thir-

ty (30) days upon written motion. 
You are notified to appear before 
the Franklin Circuit Court on the   3 
day of   June  2024 at  9  o’clock,   
AM. to object to the condemnation 
of property sought to be acquired in 
the State of Indiana’s Complaint.

Ind. Code § 32-24-1-8 Objections 
to Proceedings

(a) A defendant may object to 
the proceedings:

1. Because the court does not 
have jurisdiction either of the sub-
ject matter or of the person;

2. Because the plaintiff does 
not have the right to exercise the 
power of eminent domain for the 
use sought; or

3. For any other reason dis-
closed in the complaint or set up in 
the objections.

(b) Objections under subsection 
(a) must be:

1. In writing;
2. Separately stated and num-

bered; and
3. Filed not later than thirty (30) 

days after the date the notice re-
quired in section 6 of this chapter is 
served on the defendant. However, 
the court may extend the period for 
filing objections by not more than 
thirty (30) days upon written mo-
tion of the defendant.

© The court may not allow 
pleadings in the cause other than 
the complaint, any objections, and 
the written exceptions provided for 
in section 11 of this chapter. How-
ever, the court may permit amend-
ments to the pleadings.

(d) If an objection is sustained, 
the plaintiff may amend the com-
plaint or may appeal from the deci-
sion in the manner that appeals are 
taken from final judgments in civil 
actions. All the parties shall take no-
tice and are bound by the judgment 
in an appeal.

(e) If the objections are over-
ruled, the court shall appoint ap-
praisers as provided for in this 
chapter. Any defendant may appeal 
the interlocutory order overruling 
the objections and appointing ap-

praisers in the manner that appeals 
are taken from final judgments in 
civil actions.

(f) All the parties shall take no-
tice of and be bound by the judg-
ment in the appeal.

(g) The transcript must be filed 
in the office of the clerk of the su-
preme court not later than thirty

(30) days after the notice of the 
defendant’s appeal is filed. The ap-
peal does not stay proceedings in 
the cause.

(h) This subsection does not 
apply to a condemnation action 
brought by a public utility (as 
defined in section 5.9(a) of this 
chapter) or by a pipeline company. 
Notwithstanding section 14 of this 
chapter, if an objection:

(1) Is sustained, and no appeal 
is filed; or

(2) Is sustained in the judgment 
in the appeal;

the court shall award the de-
fendant the reasonable costs and 
attorney’s fees incurred for the 
objection, in an amount not to ex-
ceed twenty-five thousand dollars 
($25,000.00).

Dated at Brookville, Indiana, the 
19th day of April, 2024.

Neysa R. Raible
Clerk of Franklin County Circuit 

Court
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The Town of Laurel is accept-

ing sealed bids on a 1994 American 
General Hummer.  Vehicle cur-
rently does not run, is being sold 
as is and will be required to be re-
moved 2 weeks after winning bid 
is approved. Laurel Town Council 
at the regular Board meeting on 
Tuesday, May 7th, will open bids 
and approve of sale. Vehicle can 
be seen behind Laurel Community 
Center, sealed bids must be turned 
into Laurel Town Clerk by 5:30 p.m. 
May 7, 2024.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Mt. Carmel will hold a Special 

Meeting to discuss Cell Tower in-
stallment April 29th at 5 pm Drew-
ersburg Fire Station 2.

                                          17-1tcD                        
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75 years ago, there was a massive beer spill when a 
trailer truck overturned. The estimated cost in this year 
was only $6,000!.

photo provided

75 years ago, you could buy a brand new 1949 Ford 
Tudor Sedan for ONLY $1502.25!

75 years ago...
As we delve into  

the news of  our his-
tory, here are three 

quick pieces from the 
Brookville Democrat 
75-80 years ago.

Road Work Continues on ST. Rd. 1

photo by Snook Nobbe

A view of the bridge work being done on St. Rd. 1. 

 they want to hold the 
snake. Their fundraiser 
will begin May 3rd and run 
through May 9th, so no to-
tal is available to announce 
yet. The students are ex-
cited though and can’t wait. 

Mt. Carmel has already 
finished their fundraiser. 
Students were encouraged 
to see which class could 
raise the most money. At 
the end of  each day, the 
class with the most money 
would receive extra recess 
time, and some play time 
with the school’s therapy 
puppy, whom the kids love 
to see. At the end of  the 
week, the class who raised 
the most earned a pizza par-
ty! As they have finished, 
Mt. Carmel students raised 
$2317! All proceeds will be 
donated to the shelter. 

BMS has chosen to raise 
money through several 
methods. Teachers can pay 
$30 to wear jeans for the 

rest of  the years. Students 
can pay $1 to wear a hat ev-
ery Friday. The teachers are 
also selling snacks in their 
rooms - English teachers 
sell suckers, Math teachers 
sell airheads, Social Stud-
ies teachers sell chips, etc 
- they also have a donation 
box set up. Students can put 
$5 in the box to earn tickets 
for a Kings Island trip af-
ter school is out. BMS has 
gotten incredibly creative 
with their fundraising, and 
the teachers will even play 
a round of  Family Feud to 
raise money. As of  right 
now, they are about halfway 
through their $1000 goal.  

St. Michael’s has not yet 
stated how their students 
will be raising money. An 
update on the school will 
be provided at a later date 
along with their total if  
their fundraiser is complet-
ed beforehand. 

Shelter Continued from Page 1
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